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Preliminary Report on Departmental Store Sales, February, 1938. 


Sales of department stares in Canada averaged 1.7 per cent lower in February 
this year than last according to preliminary compilations of monthly sales figures sub- 
mitted by all the larger departmental firms. ‘The preliminary unadjusted index, on the 
base--average monthly sales for 1930 equals 100, stands at 57.6 for February, 1938, com- 
pared with 56.6 for January , 1938, and 58.6 for February, 1937, The gain for February, 
compared with January, 1938, was less than seasonal, the index adjusted for business days 


Ena normal seasonal variations declining 2.2 per cent, 


Index < of the Dollar Value of Department Store Sales, 
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Preliminary Report _on Departmental Store Sales, March, 1938. 


Sales of department stores in Canada averaged 6.6 per cent lower in March 
his year than last according to preliminary compilations of monthly sales figures sub- 
itted by all the larger departmental firms. The preliminary unadjusted index, on the 
ase average monthly sales for 1930 equals 100, stands at 66.1 for March, 1938, compared 
ith 07.8 for February, 1938, and 70.8 for March, 1937. The decline below March last 
ear reflects in part the fact that Easter is three weeks later this year than last. On 
leking allowance for differences in the number of business days and on making a somewhat 
rbitrary adjustment for the shifting date of Easter, it is estimated that sales were 


| 
| 


| 
bout 2 per cent lower in March this year than last. 


Index of the Dollar Value of Department Store Sales, 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES, APRIL, 1938. 


Department store sales in Canada during April, 1938, were 3 per cent greater 


than for April, 1937, and 20 per cent in advance of ifarch, 1938. The unadjusted index 


on the base 1930=100 was 79.9 for April, 1938, 77.6 for April, 1937, and 66.5 for March, 
1938. 


When the April index was discounted due to the fact that there were five 


Saturdays this year and only four Saturdays during April, 1937, and also because Easter 
occurred during April this year and during March a year ago, it is found that departmental 
store sales were 2 per cent lower when compared with April, 1937, but there was an advance 


oF about 1 per cent over March this year. 


Index of the Dollar Value of Department Store Sales, 1930=100,. 
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PRELTNINARY RGPORT ON DEPARTLINTAL STOR’ S.Las, 


. Department store seles in Canada during May, 1938, were 8 per cent lower 
Bron in ay, 1937, and approximately 8 per cent below the figure for april, 1938. The 
unadjusted index cn the base 1930=100 was 73.3 for May, 1938, 79.9 for hiay, 1937, and 79.5 
for April, 1938. 
ufter adjustments for differences in number of business days and fer 


seasonal variations, department store sales were 7 per cent lower than in May, 1937, and 


about 3 per cent below April this year. 


index of the Dollar Value of Department Store Sales, 1930=100. 
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PRELIMINARY ANARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES, JUNE, 1938. 


| Department store sales in Canada gained { per cent in June over May 


: ; 
id were only 3 per cent lower than in June, 1937. The unadjusted index on the 


{ 


se 19302100 was 77.8 for June, 1935, 72.9 for May and 80.5 for June 1937. 


| 
| 


| After adjusting for differences in number of business days, sales in 


me advanced about the usual seasonal amount for May while the 3 per cent decline 


slow June & year ago is about on a pur with the average decrease for the first six 


mths of this year compared with the similar period of 1937. 


Index of the Dollar ' falus of Department Store Sales, 19307100 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT CN DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES, JULY, 1938. 
Department store sales in Canada during the month of July dropped 26 per cent 
elow June, or slightly more than the usual seasonal decline. The decrease of 10 per 
ent from July, i957, was partly cue to the fact that five Sundays occurred in July, 1938, 
hereas there were oniy four Sundays in the corresponding month iast year. The unadjusted 
ndex (on the base 1930=100) was 57.1 for July, 1938, 77.6 for June, 1938, and 62.6 for 


uly, 1937. 


After adjusting for differerces in number of business days and for normal 
easonal variations, July sales advanced about 2 per cent over June, but were 5 per cent 


elow July a year ago. 


Department store sales during the first seven months of 1958 were o per cent 


ower than in the corresponding period of 1937. 


Index of the Dollar Value of Department Store Sales, 1950=100 


Month [_witnout 
January ° e@ee0eo9 0 ee oe o bee @ 
February Seeeonveu eoonovaee 630 


BEE DAG. 54 ee cee a eo eee eee 
ApPPil .o.ceccecacereocveces 
PC 
BY wise cc wc ee cerevccceses 
August ooeccccrserecccsoscce 
September ..ccoccccssesr202 
October c.ccercoereecoccved 
November ..coccecccore20ere 


December PE bt Ce a Za ed 


——— et 
ee ——s7 


ene 


~ 


‘hot alk 


i ti 


40% 9.85 fete te ciamageriry eat a 8 


oes his | -_ : is ahr 
rie 


faeeson mo - fk oysh snc’ M0 sedi 12 sonore? i mot gah 
faen. mae prs tod seat RE et ‘trede sendaren solse Ce aae 


“oq © ettw REL to autmecr coves’ rattt odt a aslas eters fa 


an 2 i ol — 


on eee ihescatth Ree “> aie’ teliot Bhs @ sud ne $e) q oY im 


d teens eee | nao 
, ‘ i 
a 
ee: 
ere Ss 
is av ae 


ae 


s.¢7 5. ¥Y . (tt. 
Pe i 

HeSr c.8) (ce. ee ees ees a ae ee 

| Ce 

f2' e.v? :: eee hl oad 
| ’ me 
} 


T.0d err 


—_ a Egan: 
} 4 


Sa | all 
| 


St te ee ea ee al eh in 
- 
e 
cy 
“2 


4.47 


4 peer a nL LL LE A 


e386 | 38.8 


i 
' 


| 
| 
a 
| 
| 
| 


ee 
® 
a 
| 
SD a? ~emer  eLo  P etee e  eSS 


rm 
* 
i$ 
“2 
it tele nem EIA: IE AO At EE LG EL OLLI 
Pa re Q 
« 
o 
‘3 
= 
ihe 
“a 
o> 
¢ 
% 
a 


| 


Sete ee eer ty Orr rr rrr rrr eee eee — 


ean | - CL Canada. otatistics, Bureau of 
} 


7 
edits | 


re hy 
3 Published by Authority of the HON. W. D. EULER, M.P., 
EAA {4 Minister of Trade and Commerce 


nati apna 


a DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


a a 


minion Statistician: Re Ue Comtayind.) PRs 
ef, Internal Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, B.A., F.S.S. 
tistician: A. C. Steedman, B.A. 


A a 


PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES, AUGUST, 1938 
Department store sales in Canada during the month of August increased 10 
per eent over July and were 4 per cent lower than in August, 1937. The decrease for the 
first eight months of the current year as compared with the corresponding period of 193” 
ig also 4 per cent. The unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930=100) were 62.4 for August, 
1938, 56.9 for July, 1938, and 64.8 for August, 1937. 
| After adjusting for differences in number of business days and for normal 


seasonal variations, August sales were down about 2 per cent from July, and were 7 per 


cent lower than in August a year ago. 


Index of the Dollar Value of Department Store Sales, 1930=100 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEP/.RTMENTAL STORE S\LES, SEPTEMBER, 1938 


Hon. 


mee 


Sales of Canadian department stores during September increased 26 per cent over 
epevet, and were 3 per cent lower then in September, 1937. The unadjusted indexes (on 


the base 1930 = 100) were 78.6 for September, 1938, 62.4 for august, 1938, and 80.9 for 


September, 1937. Sales during the first nine months were 4 per cent below sales in the 
same period of last ycar. 

The index adjusted for number of business days and armel seasonal variations 
Bod at 77.0 for September, 3 per cent above the august index of 74.7 and 3 per cent 


below tho 79.6 recorded for September 1937. 


Index of tho Dollar Valuo of Department Store Sales, 1930=100 
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ERSLIMINARY RSPORT ON DEPARTMENTAL STORE SALES, OCTOBER, 1938 


Department store sales in Canada during October increased ll per cent over 
ptember, and were 7 per cent lower than in October, 1937. The unadjusted indexes 
(on the base 1930 = 100) were 87.2 for October, 1938, 78.4 for September, 1938, and 


94.0 for October, 1937. Sales during the first ten months were 4 per cent below sales 


in the same period of last year, 
The index adjusted for number of business days and normal seasonal varia- 
tions stood at 76.6 for October, fractionally lower than the September index of 


76.8 and 4 per cent below the 79.5 recorded for October, 1937. 


Index of the Dollar Value of Department Store Sales, 1930 = 100 
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PRELILINARY REPORT ON DSPART: iWNT STORS SALES, NOVEMBER, 1938 
Sales of Canadian department stores during November increased 4 per cent 
by! October and were less than 1 per cent lower than in November, 1937. The unadjusted 
wdexes (on the base 1930 = 100) were 71.2 for November, 1938, 87.9 for October, 1938, 
id 91.9 for November, 1937. Sales during the first eleven months were 4 per cent below 


tiles in the same period of Vo3) 


For the third consecutive month, the index adjusted for number of business 
y8s and for normal seasonal variations showed an increase over the preceding month, A 
ww high point for the current year was reached when the November index stood at Y be he 
lis was 3 per cent above the October index of 77-3, and only 1 per cent below tre 79.9 xe 


rded for November, 1937, 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, DECEMBZR, 1938 
Preliminary figures for department store sales in December, 1938, re- 
veal a decrease of 3} per cent in dollar volume from December, 1937. The decrease may 
be attributed in part to the unseasonable weather affecting the early Christmas trade. 
It is also a reflection of the exceptionally brisk Christmas business which character- 
ized December, 1937. The unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 = 100) were 129.43. for 


December, 1938, 90.3 for November, 1938 and 232.7 for December, 1937. 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALUS, 1930 = 100 
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7 DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
: DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


Dominion Statistician: For oe. Oy G Bene Gane é ‘ 
Chief, Internal Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, 


B 
Statistician: A. C. Steedman, B.A. 
— reenter ete a esate sie lee 
PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JANUARY 1939. 


The preliminary index of Canadian department store sales for 
Memuery, 1959, reveals a decrease of 3 per cent below January, 1938, while 
dollar volume of sales declined 59 per cent below December, 1938. Although 
the reduction from December is somewhat larger than the usual seasonal 
movement, the decline below January, 1938, is on a par with the average de- 
feene for the last three months of 1938 compared with the same months of 
gD 7 . The unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 = 100) were 54.5 for Janu 
Oey, 1959, 151.5 for December, 1938, and 56.3 for January, 1938. 

After adjusting for number of business days and for normal seasonal 
variations, the January index reoorded a decline of 3 per cent below the 


corresponding month in 1938 and 4 per cent below the index for December, 


1938. 
INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1930 = 100 


| Unadjusted Indexes Adjusted Indexes (@) 
a. 1937. «1938 1939 1937 1938 1939 
Meary ...... Sree 56.3 54.5 1842 08, 1 75.6 
pruary ..... 58.6 57.8 eae 76.9 

Mt ...... 70.8 66.5 76.6 75.5 

7746 79.6 77.8 75.9 
ge ee 79.9 73.0 79.2 73.5 
ee 80.5 77.6 77.5 74.4 
a 62.6 56.6 80.1 75.3 

Mumist ....... 64.8 62.4 80.3 747 

‘eptember .... 80.9 78,4 7926 76.8 

leGober ....., 94.0 e779 7046 77.3 

(Member ..... 91.9 2045 79.9 78.5 

G@@ember ..... $53.07 1S ies 82.4 78.6 
a 


a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also 
for normal seasonal variations. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT CN D 
ND 


PARTMENT STORRS SALSS , FEBRUARY LIA9 


Dollar volume of Canadian department store sales during February, 1939, 


eclined 5 per cent below February, 1538, although recording a fractional increase over 


anuary, 1939. Unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 = 100) were 54.8 for February, 
Gay, 54.6 for January, 1939, and 57.8 for February, 1938, 
' The gain in February from January this year was less than the usual 


easonal movement, the index adjusted both for differences in number of business days 


nd for normal seasonal effects receding by 4 per cent from 75.7 for January to 73.0 


or February. 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1930 = 100 
a LOR DALES | 1930 = 100 


LE CTS ET 


ne 


es 


a Unadjusted Indexes | Adjusted Indexes (®) 

i beat javinese s] ass | ee ese 
Th hcs6) 6 san idan | ae 56.3 54.6 T1882 Tvs: oe 
soi ys sient eres 58.6 byiras 54.8 Tost 76.9 73-0 
MES 536 50s vo see <0 66.5 

ee ae 1 {HAE Ton 

a 79.9 73.0 

ee 80.5 77.6 

asses ecnae 62.6 56.6 

BERS Sass cece 64.8 62.4 

ee | 80.9 78.4 

BEE hv ah csaee 94.0 87.9 

SES Sin wich +s 00 91.9 90.4 

ber .....,..... ; 133.7 | 131.6 
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Hi usted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
seasonal variations. 
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‘ Steedman, Bal. pidiiiesesinteas 
PRELIMINARY REPORT on DEPARTIENT STORE SALES 


MARCH, 1939 
Ne» MARCH, 1959 


Department store sales in Canada during March, 1939, were less than 


ne per cent lower than in March last year. This compares with a 3 per cent 


lecline in the first three months of 1939 below the same period in 1938. 


Inadjusted indexes (on the base 1930=100) were 66.1 for HNarch, 1939; 64.4 


ror February, 1939, and 66.5 for Mar hy: 1958 5 


On making allowances for the number of business days in different 
ionths, for normal seasonal movements and for the changing date of Easter, 
ales in March, 1939, remained practically unchanged from February and 


ere four per cent below March a year ago. Adjusted indexes stand at 


2.3 for March, 1939, 72.4 for February, and 75.5 for March, 1936, 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTHENT STORE SALES 1930=100 
ED ALHO EI OIOELOO 


Adjusted Indexes (@) 


1939 


7544 
7264 


72.3 


Must ..o 
ptember. 
tober ., 
Vember , 


cember , 


ine 
) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also 
for normal seasonal variations. 
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OTTAWA, CANADA 


ominion Statistician: HyH, Goats, LL.D., F.R.8.C., F.S.8. (Hon. 


hief, Internal Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, B.A., F.S.S, 
tatistician: A.C. Steedman, B.A, 


PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, APRIL, 1939 


Dollar value of department store sales in Canada during April, 1939, was 8 
er cent lower than in April last year, while an advance of 12 per cent was recorded 
ver March, 1939. Unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 = 100) were 73.5 for April, 
939, 65.6 for March, 1939, and 79.6 for April, 1938. 

After making adjustments for changes in the number of business days, for 
ormal seasonal variations and for the changing date of Haster, the index for april, 
939, stood at 75.1, only 1 per cent below the 75.9 recorded for April, 1938, and 5 per 


Bit above the March, 1939, index of 71.6. 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORES SALES, 1930 = 100 


yy aero _ . = adjusted Dydesss Ey TET 
a ay es 54.2 78.2 78.1 Tae 
february esse 58.6 54.2 Tek 76.9 Vie: 
ETT Soca e vee 70.8 65.6 76.6 715.5 71.6 
Se 71.6 Ta05 77.8 15.5 ieee 
 SRASAAANN 1259 laa 1365 
ME sos sks 0 « 80.5 175 74.4 
ae 62.6 80.1 1543 
a 64.8 80.3 1467 
September .... 80.9 7946 Tere 
Jetober seseee 94.0 19.25 is 
Jovember ..... 91.9 1969 78.6 
December ..... ay 82.4 78.6 


(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
seasonal variations. 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


minion Statistician: R.H, Coats; LLiD., F.R.S.C., F.5.8. (Hon) 
ief, Internal Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, B,A., F.S.S. 
atistician: A,C, Steedman, BiA: 


. PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, MAY, 1939 


The dollar value of department store sales in Canada during May, 1939, 
6 6 per cent higher than in May last year, while an increase of 5 per cent was re~ 
ded over April, 19391 Unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 = 100) were 77.7 for 
y, 1939, 73.0 for May, 1938, and 74,0 for April 1939. Sales during the first five 
nths of 1939 averaged 2 per cent lower than in the same period last year. 

After making adjustments for changes in the number of business days and 
ry normal seasonal variations, the index for May, 1939, stood at 75:5, 3 per cent 
yove the 73.5 recorded for May, 1938, and almost identical with the April, 1939 index 


15.6. 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUH OF DSPARTMBNT STORE SaLES, 1930 = 100 


nth 


ae 5742 56.3 54,2 ae (Sek 1542 
MPaTY sisese 58,6 57.8 54,2 15.4 1639 122 
Sree 70.8 66.5 65.6 716.6 155 Tint 
Saree 1726 79.6 74.0 77.8 159 75.6 
Sere TG 73.0 71767 Tee 1363 155 
ne ee 80.5 Tee 1165 74.4 
See 62.6 56.6 80.1 15.3 
MEMBG vevveees 64.8 62.4 80.3 74.7 
eptember ..... 80.9 78.4 719.6 76.8 
re 94.0 87.9 1945 173 
vember .y..0. 91.9 90.4 7949 78.6 
scember ....45 13337 Slee 82.4 78.6 


3) Agjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
seasonal variations. 
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INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTAWA, CANADA 


: * * . * . a a ee 
Dominion Statistician: R.H. Goats, LL.D., F.R.S.C., F.S.S. (Hon. ) 
Ghief, Internal Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, B.A., F.S.S. 


Statistician: &.C. Steedman, B.A. 


PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JUNE, 1939 
The dollar value of sales in Canadian department stores during June, 
1939, was 3 per cent lower than in June, 1938, while a decline of 3 per cent below May, 


1737, was also recorded. Unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 = 100) were 75.4 for 


Gone, 1939, 77.6 for June, 1938, and 77.4 for May, 1939. Sales during the first six 
months of 1939 averaged 25 per cent lower than in the same period of last year. 

A return to the lower level maintaining during February and March was 
reflected in the adjusted index for June, 1939. After corrections for differences in 
number of business days and for normal seasonal variations, the June index stood at 


72.0, 3 per cent below the 74.4 recorded for June, 1938, and 4 per cent lower than the 


my, 1939, index of 75.2. 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTWENT STORE SALBS, 1930 = 100 


fonth | —yygy estnsted Tntgaes | ue Ee a _ 
MMMOLY vos cce ee | Dee bGes base fos 186k 1502 
BMEUATY ..c.c00 58.6 57.8 54.2 (5st 76.9 T202 
March 6. sseeeee 70.8 66.5 65.6 76.6 15.5 a7 
| 77.6 79.6 74.0 77.8 leg pet 
ese ee haces 79.9 73.0 (154 lise 713-5 1522 
Ee ea sie nes 80.5 (MEM: 75.4 fia ast 74.4 Tae8 
er 62.6 56.6 Coed Lone 
re 64.8 cee ae Te 80.3 74.7 
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a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
seasonal variations. 
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ominion Statistician: RsH. Coats, LL.D., F.R.S.C., ¥.8.8. (Hon. 
hief, Internal Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, B.A,, F.S.S. 


ee AC. Stoodman, Bik. 
PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SaLkbS, JULY, 1939 

Dollar sales of department stores for July, 1939, averaged % of one per 
ent higher than for the same month last year and declined by less than the usual 
easonal amount from June. Unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 = 100) were 56.9 for 
uly, 1939, 56.6 for July, 1938, and 75.6 for June, 1939. Sales during the first 
even months of 1939 averaged 2 per cent lower than in the same period of last year. 

Indexes adjusted for number of business days and for normal seasonal 
ariations indicate that the upward trend in consumer purchasing which was interrupted 
i June was resumed in July; adjusted indexes stand at 76.9 for July, 72.2 for June, 


Sie for May; 75.7 for April and 71.7 for March. 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1930 = 100 
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a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
seasonal variations. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, AUGUST, 1939 

Sales in Canadian department stores during August, 1939, were 1 per cent 
ower than for the same month last year, bus registered a gain of 8 ver cent over the 
receding month. Unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 = 100) stood at 61.7 for August, 
939, 62.4 for hugust, 1938, and 57.2 for July, 1939. Sales during the first eight 
onths of 1939 averaged 2 per cent lower than in the same period of last year. 

After adjustment for differences in number of business days and for nor- 
al seasonal variations, a reaction from the peak reached in July was indicated, and the 
evel of sales in August, 1939, was on a par with the average maintaining during the 
irst eight months of the current year. Adjusted indexes stood at 73.6 for August, 


Gao, 74.7 for August, 1938, and 77.3 for July, 1939. 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DGP:.RTIMENT STORE SALES, 1930 =. 100 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, SEPTEMBER, 19349 

Sales in Canadian department stores rose sharply during the first 
nonth of the war, increased purchasing, especially of clothing and dry goods, result- 
ing in aggregate dollar volume for September standing 5 per cent above August and 13 
ger cent above September a year ago. Unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 = 100) 
stood at 88.6 for September, 1939, 78. for September, 1938, and 61.3 for August, 1939. 

The 45 per cent increase over August was much greater than the usual 
seasonal movement. After adjustment for differences in number of business days and for 
fepmeal seasonal variations, the index rose 17 per cent from 73.1 for August, 1939 to 


85.7 for September. The seasonally adjusted index for September, 1938, was 76.8 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1950 = 100 
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Adjusted Indexes(a) 


Unadjusted Indexes 


Month RT se 
POOUETY «2. cee 57.2 56.3 
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a Lise 79.6 
a 79.9 7340 
ee 80.5 Tae 
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Se 64.8 62, 
September ...... 80.9 78.) 
Geeober ........ 9.0 87.9 
November ....e0s- 91.9 90.4 
December ....... 133.7 131.5 


Sa Cae Sweep aon _ ahs a ee 
(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
seasonal variations. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, OCTOBER, 1949 


Sales in department stores throughout Canada recorded further 
Mises during the month of October. The unadjusted index, at 100.9, was 13 per cent 
higher than the 89.2 reached in September and 15 per cent above the October, 1938, in- 
dex of 87.9. Cumulative totals for the first ten months showed an increase of 2 per 
cent over the corresponding period of 1938. 

After adjustment for differences in number of business days and 
for normal seasonal variations, the index rose l per cent, from 86.) for September, 


1939, to 90.1 for October. The gain in average daily sales over October a year ago 


was 164 per cent. 


. 
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| INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1940 = 100 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, NOVEMBER, 1939 

Retail purchasing in Canadian department stores during November, 
1939, was i per cent higher than in the same month last year, while sales declined 7 
per cent below October, 1939. The gain over November, 1938, was appreciably smaller 
than increases recorded in September and October over corresponding months of last 
year. The unadjusted index for November, 1939, (on the base 1930 equals 100) was 94.0, 
sompared with 90.4 in November, 1938, and 100.8 in October, 1939. 

ieee adjustment for differences in number of business days and for 
aormal seasonal variations, the index for November, 1939, was 81.4, 10 per cent below 
the October index of 90.0, but per cent above the index for November, 1938, which was 
ae. 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1930 = 100 
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2) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for norma 
_ Seasonal variations. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT CN _DEPARTLENT STORE SALES, DECEMBER, 1939 
Dollar sales of department stores in Canada were 10 per cent 
greater in December, 1939, than in the corresponding month of 1938, and were at a 
higher level than that recorded for any month since December, 1929, according to 


preliminary calculations based on returns received from all the larger department 


stores in the country, ‘The unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 = 100) stand at 


145.1 for December, 1939, 94.5 for November, 1939, and 131.5 for December, 1938, 


There was one business day less in December, 1939, than in 
1938. After adjusting for differences in number of business days and for normal 


seasonal movoments, the index for December, 7.939, stood 15 per cent above Decem- 


ber, 1938, 10 per cent higher than in November, 1939, and approximately on a par 


with the level recorded for October, 
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The average amnual index for 1939 was up almost 3% per cent 
from the 1938 figure Jeclines in the early months being more than offset by 


Bains in the latter part of the year, 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JANUARY, 19)0 
LOL LL LLL ALLL C ELEC LL LA LE EEC A 


Department store sales in Canada gained 18 per cent in January, 
1940, over the corresponding month of 1939, although declining 55 per cent below the 
volume of business in December, 1939. Unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 equals 
100) were 64.0 for January, 1940, 54.2 for January, 1939, and 143.6 for December, 
1939. 

The occurrence of one more business day in January, 1940, than in 
January last year affected the results to some extent, the increase being reduced to 
1h per cent when average daily sales rather than calendar month totals form the basis 
of calculation. January sales declined from the December peak by about the customary 
seasonal amount. Indexes, adjusted for number of business days and for normal seasonal 
variations eiack at 85.7 for January, 1940, 89,2 for December, 81.8 for November, 90.0 


for October and 75.2 for January, 1939. 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1930 = 100 


Unadjusted Indexes Adjusted Indexes(a 
ce Bo |) to 2 [1 lO i ee eee 


Se 56,3 5.2 64.0 78.1 75.2 85.7 
February sseeeee 57.8 54.2 76.9 72.2 
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ae 79.6 7h.0 75.9 1507 
Me ss ccccescce 73.0 77 ly 7305 7502 
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ces ees ee 62. 61.3 Tied 7301 
September ...... 78.44 89.5 76.8 86.6 
October ........ 87.9 100.8 7703 90.0 
November ....... 90.4 Oly. 78.6 81.8 
December .......|| 131.5 1143.6 78.6 89.2 


(a) Adjusted to allow for differsnces in number of business days and also for normal 
| seasonal variations. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALSS, FEBRUARY, 1940 

Department store sales in Caneda were 20 per cent higher in February, 
940, than in the same month of 1939, and were up 1 per cent above January, 1940. Un- 
djusted indexes (on the bese 1930 equals 100) stood at 64,8 for February, 1940, 54.2 
or February, 1939, and 64.2 for January, 1940, 

The adjusted index, whercin account is taken of differences in number of 
wsiness days and also of normal seasonal variations, receded from the level prevailing 
luring recent months, but was far above that maintained during the same period of last 
ear. The index for February, 1940, at 82.9, was 15 per cent above the 72.2 recorded 


‘or February , 1939, but declined 4 por cont from the 86.0 shown for January, 1940. 


INDEX OF THE DCLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTINT STORE SALES, 1930=100 
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i OORNEEE ORE aN ka BECLEN 
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as Aes 1505 71.17 
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| SSA 56.6 153 173 

BES 5505s e0re 62.4 74.7 7341 

Soptombor sss.es- 78.4 16.8 86.6 

October seveseees 87.49 1703 70,0 

November seseeees 90.4 78.6 81,8 

Decombor ..eeees 131.5 78.6 89.3 
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(a) Adjusted to allow for’ differences in number of business days and also for normal 


seasonal variations. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORB SALES MARCH, 1940 
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Retail sales in Canadian department stores during March, 1940, were up 
9 per cent over the corresponding month of 1939, and were 10 per cent higher than sales 
in February, 1940. Unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 equals 100) stood at 71.6 for 
March, 1940, 65.6 for March, 1939, and 64.8 for February, 1940, 

After adjustment for differences in number of business days and for 
normal seasonal variations, the index for March, 1940, stood at 75.4, 5 per cent 
above the 71,7 recorded for March last year, but 9 per cent below the 82.8 for Feb- 


ruary, 1940, 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1930100 


or re ee 


Unadjusted Indexes 


21938 CCL Ea 1940 __| TERS 1940 

January seesseee 5643 Toast 15 02 86.0 

February seeseee 57.8 76.9 72°¢2 82,8 

ead veces 66.5 Wed Tae 15 04 
Ae 79.6 1509 15617 
MAY sessvecceees 73.0 1305 15 02 
Be sss secess 17 6 7404 12h 
eee hees sss : 56,6 7503 1103 
hugust cosssoses 62.4 1467 131 
September ....0s 78.4 76.8 86,6 
October .esesess 87.9 1103 90.0 
November ,seceee 90 «4 78.6 81,8 
78.6 89.3 


December .s.seee 131.5 


(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for oe 


seasonal variations. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALSS, APRIL, 1940 

Department. store sailed in Canada ware 9 per cont higher during April, 1940, 
an in the samo month last year, This gain was rocordod notwithstanding the fact that 
stor businoss was entirely concentrated in March of this yoar, but contred principally 
Wepril @ year ago. «an increase of 11 por cont was also recorded over March, 1940, 
adjusted indexes (on the baso 1930 equals 100) were 80.8 for april, 1940, 74,0 for 
mal, 1939, and 72.7 for Merch, 1940, 

The downward trend, which has been apparent during recent months, in the 
dex adjusted for differences in number of business days and for normal seasonal varia- 
ons, was checked in spril, 1940, The adjusted index for the latest month roso to 85.2, 
per cont above the 76.6 recorded for March, 1940, and also 13 por cent higher than 


april, 1939, index which wes 75.7. 
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tz PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMGNT STORE SkLES, MAY, 1940 

Sales in Canadian Serarunont stores during May, O40, were 10 per cent 
gher than in the corresponding month of last year, while a gain of 6 per cent was re= 
rded over April, 1940. Unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 equals 100) stood at 85.5 
r May, 1940, 77.4 for May, 1939, and 80.3 for April, 1940. 

Sales during the first five months of 1940 were 13 per cent higher than 
les in the same period a year ago. 

The adjusted index, wherein account is taken of differences in number of 


siness days and of seasonal variations, dropped from 84.6 in April to 82.8 in May, 1940, 


t+ was still 10 per cent above the May, 1939, index of 75.2 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1930 = 100 


“Thad jsted Indexes’ cme 5 Adjusted Tadoses Ac) 


a SE LO PPE 
 pnarer 563 | ban | Ok f 86.0 
Obruary seeccecseeees | 57.8 54.2 64.7 | 82.8 
BRED seccpeccescosons : 66.5 65.46 72.8 | 76.6 
| 79.6 74.0 80.3 84.6 
ee | 7340 774 85.5 | wks 
URS occ ccevececrecres | 7726 Lheo 
SSS ae Zine 
MUBUSE eeveccevseccoer | 62 04 61.3 
Jopbomber ceeeeeeenece 78.4 89.65 
bObOr wessereeeeceee | 8749 ae 
fovember .eeeeesevceee | 90 4 9464 
Jecember ree ee | 


13125 14367 
ee 


j ) for normal 
a) Adjusted to allow for differences sn number of business days and also 
| 


seasonel variations. 


| 


| | Sted. fee va a0, mane ry 


—— 


a’ SS - = 


484% cot a50 


hiaet 
na” ath 


PS Oe 8 er tena ceed ae agnne = ee = 


cif epay 


: ae 
i] 


gel 


* 
nt me 


wary en 
. 
> - . * 
~~ oS, > | 
i 
iH 4 : 
: oe 
‘ 
* i? 
‘ ~ 
. ~eX! 
’ 
} 
| . 
! Pi 
1 
{ 
2 7G 
; Ld gk 
| 
: 
1 ~ mat 
+ F* 
I {> 
a ee ee at ee — 
’ a 
bed Loe : ‘1 
. 


~- J by 


a 


we 


+ 


~~~ 


_e 


ana 0 to nv? a3 


a) aa 
as) P 
it 


. 

~ 1 
hy 
a 


Ge an an gh terete reread ows 


: 


th lt a i A 


] 
en 


‘ 
Se ak 
i f 
wh 0 


he vei 


rennet” sided nengee meena 


| 
i‘) 


ee nena fe toro 
on re 2 


é 


ane. 


ret ere eee rere. 
~ 


ue a does aye bh 
‘4% 


: aa - ye MIE so 


6 eeepc the AES eels 


2 ee 


+ 3 


tans pean Se aeiemaney! ers 


‘ 
eel 
e 4/ 
+ 
- 
el 
~~ a 


a 
pte , 
be? 

- - — 
4 
» Sh : 
eo} § 
« 
‘’ 
a i 
i< ‘ 
* 
pe tn! b 
»t? cs 
ij 
“* } 
; \ i 
=J 7 
’ 
Ala ay 4 
® ‘ a 
1: 
i = lg 
H " } 
» 
: 
ri ’ . 
tel : t 
1 
5) a 
veh } : 
‘ 
i 
i 
. ; & 
. ; 
5 ; 5 
+ 
. ® 
ayes | 
° \ 

—) eananeuieneaiemeataiareae 

Ree 2) S tone 
so = Vig 5 2 o 


; 


 Papninn pint te Wht or | | , 
be ’ oe Pe ee De 


fe 


* ee re) w 
ined J = > ——© sie eal oti in 
| t 
i ae 
a > 
} q + 
‘ 
- 4 
> * 
j : 
i - 
} e be F 
4% 
af 
| . 
1 7 ‘4 ; 
. re 
: : 4 
| t 
. rt | Pes 
io § ee 
5 : i 
& 5 oO 
. F (exes 
’ 
{ 4 ee ee ee 
, | 
} ' 
4 ; - 
‘ = i 
if 
- ‘ 
f 
Ld 
“u 
} n+ a 
; s 
anes + 
ve 
° a] = 
, ; 
+. | 
k 
4 ab 
te 
if i 
et 
ine io a 
tl | - ad —— 
= LY “ol ki 5 la we: 


UNIVERSITY F AURUINAY 
Published by Authority of the HON, JAMES 4, MacKINNON, MeP., 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 


oe a a a EE EMR i 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTAN Wh L; CL NA DA 


ominion Statistician: RoH, Coats, LL.D, F.R»S.C., F.SeS. (Hon, 
hief, Internal Trade Branch: Herbert Marshall, BiAc, FeS.S. 


‘tatistician: K.C. Steedman, BA, 
Re RCo a nn a eae Sete cubenp nee Snaestetadentieomsamvensnene aetna spa casseamemipcins enemies aedhtniamssasntboaess tnt atoees pipe 


PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JUNE, 1940 

Sales in Canadian department stores during June, 1940, were 8 per cent 
igher than in the corresponding month of last year, while a drop of 4 per cent was ren 
orded from May, 1940, Unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 equals 100) stood at 81,8 
or June, 1940, 75.5 for June,1939, and 8530 for May, 1940, 

Sales during the first six months of 1940 were 12 per cent higher than 
ales in the same period a year ago, 

The adjusted index, wherein account is taken of differences in number of 
usiness d&ys and of seasonal variations, dropped from 82,3 in May to 80,2 in June, 1940, 
ut was still 11 por cent above the June, 1939, index of 72.1. 
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INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1930 = 100 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JULY, 1940 

ds further sharp advance in Oanad vari department store sales occurred in 
uly, 1940, when a gain of 17 per cent over July of last year was recorded. Sales were 
9 per cent lower than in June, 1940, but this decline was less than the usual seasonal 
mount. Unadjusted indexes (on the base 1930 equals 100) were as follows: 66.8 in 
uly, 1940; 57-2 in July, 1939 and 82.5 in June, 1940. 

Sales during the first seven months of 1940 were up 13 per cent over the 

sorresponding period of 1939. 

Tre index adjusted for differences in number of business days and for 
1ormal seasonal variations stood at 87.2 for July, 1940, up 13 per cent over the 77-3 


j 40. 
ecorded for July last year and 8 per cent higher than the 81.0 shown for June, 19 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR \ VALUE OF DEPARTMENT ST STORE SALES, 19 330 = 100 
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Increased incomes at home together with virtual elimination of tourist 
opping in the United States or abroad resulted in a marked increase in Canadian depart- 
nt store sales in August. August sales were 25 per cent higher than in August a year 
go and were up 14 per cent from July. All provinces shared in the increase with gains 
) British Columbia, Ontario and the Maritime Provinces exceeding those recorded in the 
‘airie Provinces and Quebec. 

The 25 per cent increase over August last year must be attributed in 
wrt to the fact that there were five Saturdays in August of this year and four Saturdays 
year Reo: The low level of trade in August, 1939 immediately prior to the outbreak of 
6 war also tends to produce a favorable comparison. On making adjustments for number 
' business days and for normal seasonal variations, the level of consumer purchasing in 
partment stores stands 23 per cent higher in August this year than last and 2 per cent 
ove July, 1940. The unadjusted index of sales (on the base 1930 equals 100) stood at 


7 for August, 1940; 61-3 for August, 1939 and 67-1 for July, 1940. 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1930 = 100 


Unadjusted Indexes 
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») Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
seasonal variations. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, SEPTEMBER, 1940 


Department store sales in September, 1940 were maintained within 
‘row limits of the high volume of business transacted during the first month of the war 
September a year ago. Dollar sales on a calendar month basis were 3 per cent lower in 
yrember of this year than last and were up 14 per cent from August. The unadjusted 
lex of sales on the base 1930 equals 100 stood at 86.6 for September, 1940, 89.5 for 
ybember, 1939 and 76.2 for August of this year. 

The 3 per cent decline from September, 1939 compared with increases 
24 per cent for August, 27 per cent for July andl per cent for June over correspond- 
4 months a year ago. Cumulative figures for the first eight months of 1940 are 14 per 
it above the corresponding period of 1939. Since future corresponding-month comparisons 
Ll be made entirely within the war period, percentage increases of similar magnitude 
> not to be expected. 

The 14 per cent increase in September over August was about in line 
th the usual seasonal movement for this period of the year, the seasonally adjusted 
dex receding but slightly from 89.2 in August to 88.8 in September. The adjusted index 


Pauly stood at 87.5. 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1930 = 100 
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)Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
seasonal variations. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DE | DEPARTMENT STORES SALES, OCTOBER, 1940 

Sales of Canadian department stores gained 7 per cent in October, 
40, over the same month last year, and advanced 24 per cent above September, 1940. The 
erease over October, 1939, Compares with a 3 per cent decline which occurred in Septem- 
rr, 1940, compared with September a year ago. Unadjusted indexes (on the base--average 
wr 1930 equals 100) stood at 107.6 for October, 1940, 100.8 for October, 1939, and 86.9 
rw September, 1940. 


Cumulative totals for the first ten months of 1940 were 11 per cent 
gher than for the corresponding period of 1939. This marked increase is the result of 
ibstantial gains recorded in the earlier months of this year over the corresponding 
mths a year ago before the outbreak of the war. 


Part of the 7 per cent increase over October, 1939, is dus to the 
scurrence of one more business day in October this year than last. When allowance is 
uae for this factor the gain over October, 1939, is reduced to about 3 per cent. The 
|} per cent increase from September was greater than the customary seasonal movement, the 
ljusted index moving upward to a new post-depression high point of 92.4 compared with 
30 for September, 1940, and 90-0 for October a year ago. 


all regions except the Prairie Provinces reported increases over 
stober 2 year ago. The iferitime Provinces continue to show the greatest expansion with 
stober seles up 23 per cent from last year. British Columbia sales were up 16 per cent} 
wterio, 13 per cent and Quebec, 11 per cent. Sales in the Prairie Provinces declined 8 
ar cont. 
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a) hdjusted to ellow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
seasonal varictions. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, NOVEMBER, 1940 


Department stores in all regions of Canada reported a pronounced 
pease in sales in November of this year compared with last. Dollar volume of business 
the country as a whole increased 21 per cent over November, 1939, and was up 6 per 
t over October, 1940. Unadjusted indexes (on the base--1930 equals 100) stood at 
4 for November, 1940, 94.4 for November, 1939, and 107-7 for October, 1940- Cumula- 
ge totals for the first eleven months of the current year were 12 per cent higher than 
the same period of 1939. 


British Columbia reported sales 25 per cent ahead of last November, 
lowed by a 24 per cent increase in the Prairie Provinces. Ontario and the Maritime 
vinces recorded identical gains of 20 per cent, while sales in Quebec were up 15 per 
t over November, 1939. 


The extent of the increase over November, 1939, while appreciably 
ected by the low level of sales in November, 1939, cannot be entirely attributed to 
t factor. After adjustment for differences in number of business days and for normal 
sonal variations, the index for November, 1940, moved upwards to 97-6 from the 92.4 
orded for October, 1940, a gain of 6 per cent. The gain over November, 1939, when 
adjusted index stood at 81.8, amounted to 19 per cont. The adjusted index was 
her than for any November since 19292 
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Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
scasonal variations. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORY SALES, DECEMBER, 1940 


Dollar volume of department store sales was greater in December, 
1940, than in any previous month in the Bureau's records, which date from January, 1929. 
Sales were 12 per cent above December, 1939 and were 4 per cent above December, 1929, 
the previous peak in the period for which figures are available. The unadjusted index 
Ot sales stood at 160.4 for December, 1940 compared with 143.7 for December, 1939 and 
154-1 for December, 1929, The increase in the last month of 1940 over the corresponding 
month of 1939 was on a par with the average monthly incréase for the year 1940 over the 
preceding year which also amounted to 12 per cent. 


Increases were of greater proportions in the east and west coast 
regions than in the central sections of the country. Sales increased 20 per cent over 
December, 1939 in the Maritime Provinces and 17 per cent in British Columbia. Ontario 
sales were up 12 per cent, while Quebec and the Prairie Provinces recorded identical 
gains of 8 per cent over December, 1939. 


Department store saies are normally higher in December than in other 
months of the year due to the Christmas trades, the experience of the past 13 years 
indicating that December sales are generally about 65 per cent above the turnover of an 
average month. On making adjustments for the customary seasonal movement, the adjusted 
index for December was 101.1 or 3 per cent above November when the figure was 98.1. 
Adjusted indexes for earlier months were 92.3 for October, 89.1 for August and 81.4 for 
June. 
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INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1930 = 100 
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(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
seasonal variations. 
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ERELIMTNARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JANUARY, 1941 


Sales of department stores in Canada were 10 per cent higher in 
January of this year than last but fell to less than half the volume of business trans-< 
.cted in December. The decline from December was greater than the usual seasonal move- 
nent between these two months and reflects the reaction from the high level of consumer 
yuying in the last month of the year. The unadjusted index of sales on the base 1935 - 
1939 equals 100(1) stood at 92.4 for January, 1941 compared with 84.2 for January, 194¢ 
md 210.2 for December, 1940. The index numbers adjusted for differences in number of 
yusiness days and also for seasonal movements as reflected in the normal experience of 
the past ten years stood at 122.6 for January, 1941 comps:ed with 132.2 for December and 
128.5 for November, 1940. The underlying trend value for January was somewhat higher 
haan that for October, 1940 when the adjusted index stood at 120.9 


Gains in January, 1941 over January, 1940 were general throughout the 
sountry but were’ much greater in the extreme Hast and Vest than elsewhere. British 
Jolumbia reported an increase of 18 per cent while sales in the Maritime Provinces were 
il5 per cent. Increases for other regions were 10 per cent for Quebec, 10 per cent for 
Mtario and 5 per cent for the Prairie Provinces. 


€1) In order to conform with other series of index numbers issued by 
the Bureau of Statistics, the monthly indexes of retail sales have 
been recomputed using as base the average monthly sales over the 
five-year period 1935-1939 inclusive. The indexes on the new base 
are issued in this bulletin for the first time. 


INDEX _OF THR DOLLAR VALUS OF DEPARTIENT STORS SALES, 1935-1939 = 100 
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(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and 
also for normal seasonal variations. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORS SALES, FSBRUARY, 1941 


The dollar volume of department store sales in Canada gained 11 
per cent in February, 1941, over the same month a year ago and showed improvement of 
2 per cent over January, 1941. The gain over February, 1940, on the basis of average 
jaily sales, amounted to 16 per cent, the substantial difference between the two 
comparisons being accounted for by the occurrence of one more business day in February 
a year ago. ‘The unadjusted indexes of sales (on the base 1935 - 1939 equals 100) 
stood at 94-4 for February, 1941, compared with 84.8 for February, 1940, and 92.9 for 
January, 1941. The index of average daily sales, after adjustment for normal seasonal 
movements, advanced from 123.2 for January to 125.4 for the month under review, the 
rise following a sharp drop which occurred in January below the level of the two last 
months of 1940. 


Results for the various regions of the country revealed that 
increases in the Maritime Provinces and British Columbia over the corresponding month 
or last year continued to exceed those recorded in other sections. Sales in the 
Maritime Provinces in February were up 18 per cent over the same month a year ago, 
while British Columbia sales advanced 16 per cent in the same comparison. Gains in 
Ontario, Quebec and the Prairie Provinces were 11, 10 and 9 per cent respectively. 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUS OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935-2939 = 100 
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(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for 
normal seasonal variations. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, MARCH, 1941 


Favorable weather throughout most of Canada during March had @ stim- 
lating effect on early Spring purchasing. The influence of this factor is revealed in 
17 per cent gain in department store sales in March, 1941, ever March last year, not- 
ithstanding the fact that Haster occurred in March a year ago. Poor weather conditions 
mn March, 1940, acted as a deterrent to the heavy purchasing which normally occurs during 
he ee -taster period. March sales increased 18 per cent over February this year. 
madjusted indexes (on the base 1935 - 1939 equals 100) stood at 111.3 for March, 1941, 
5.4 for March, 1940, and 94.4 for February, 1941. 


There was one more business day in March of this year than last. On 
aking allowance for differences in numbers of business days and for normal seasona’ 
ovements the underlying trend in department store sales during March was maintained at 

level approximately similar to that of the preceding two months. Adjusted indexes were 
s follows: 124.6 for liarch, 1941; 105.8 for March, 1940 and 125.4 for February, 1941. 


Regional comparisons for March are not yet available, but will appear 
n the regular monthly bulletin on retail trade which will be published about the end of 
pril. 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935-1939 = 100 
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(a)Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
Seasonal variations. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, APRIL, 1941 


a Department store sales in Canada, stimulated by a brisk Easter 
rade, moved sharply upwards during April. The dollar volume of sales gained 26 per 
ent over April, 1940, while improvement of 19 por cent was recorded over March of this 
ear. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935 - 1939 equals 100) stood at 132.3 for 
pril, 1941, 105.2 for April, 1940 and 112.4 for March, 1941. 


After making adjustments for differences in number of business days 
nd for normal seasonal variations, as well as an arbitrary adjustment for the shifting 
ate of Easter, the index for April was 133-5, considerably above the 125 level about 
hich the indexes wore sustained during the first throc months of this year. The ad- 
ustod index for April was 7 per cont abovo tho 124.8 rocorded in March, 1941, and 26 
er cont higher than tho 106.2 shown for April last yoar. 

‘f 
f The Maritimo Provinces again recorded a most substantial gain of 
3 per cont over April, 1940. Incroascs in Ontario and Quebec were closoly allied at 
7 and 26 per cont rospoctivoly, while gains in the western provincos were also similar, 
n advance of 21 per cent in the Prairic Provinces boing followod by a gain of 20 por 
ont in British Columbia. tn ; 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES , 1935 - 1939 = 100 
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) Adjusted to allow for differonces in numbor of business days and also for normal 
; scasonal variations. 


' cat ; P P : 
“ - ieee biz * Z } iD es - 
, ii os eae A a bates Rint ted AA; Hae" P40, Digs) <6, ray, 1 Coe Mt Clas 
ott . Fe  pethen es wr eee al atihel tae Seen er a a sree “ . coo 
f ~ ‘ : 5 wus eee 
‘ 
mit eee 5 Ceara, os ing mig Mpadinalvinny tata Were Es on oe 
Z . ue: Rv 8g wad, pga eei er ET Wee es ees 5 eS . howe “ 
Peay 4 a) Gory awe . e« . ‘ - ‘ i 
P ae = ae, ane (- x 4 
; : , ' j : : : ; ’ 4 . 
‘ ene ae’ 
’ =e. # how 4 “ 
a ase es : i ies 
. 4 re tee ee Pe ee ee Oe Siem ORAS ene auate earl) see 
SOR ae eS * Se eC ne ar i ‘ Z 
‘ i cnet ‘ 
, Cae 
hae ee Soh sbeianewes E : of ee A mSN Pasi ili< Poke hc 
= sn deer cadet oe totes Cie irr oe ” eee eC , cs 
7a * : nes . suf ee eA 
: ; . i . . . 
3 , Si rd r re : i 
‘ 4 < . 
ail eam : . : Tito oF o. cae : : ees 
% é * ted j t ERS 
= “ . ae a ie . ei i ee 
‘ : = . ‘ “ 3 ‘ id mes cd i i 
. : an 
; Tees : 
- > , ace: ‘ : ie 
. e , * 
« 2 . , : 
‘ : . F rae ~ : 
. 
ue “ F : 
Se | Serest ‘ e Rie lay eye ak ee Meee ae Wo ake i is Co eS rere ee a a) ae As cee ie 
, ite Dee wR ese Vine — 5 eine eRe Meese e aa isle MENA ot NORA'S é Cry tee nee Be pera srr rai cite nae Pipvays eats | UMies es A pentane 4g 
hee ay oe ae. . eau Oat “oe Sua ae 7 epi ok a Wisi te ors Hota Neen qe Wa wi! eed By Ae yah agin (eae ae er a ey 
: . i 
ice nt AN i kes we a4 . roars . 
mon . _ . Cea eas : Cree one a AeieD Aly a fags bao an FAS : ¥ : SR Tet oe: AR dy TAM ogee 
sees . as a ty in . * . 
DEP eM dah tare para CUR ert ie ead Cee deus Cr Cn Ce ee eC I . OE, SC 
, 4 
; ae : c y ‘ F - % 
: ‘ 
. “ : ; ost % «vom Be ¢ ‘ . y : 
: ep te s , : Me My : 
: y sy d A ¢ : . 
= a ; 
' Sis * . car ‘ . . 
33 < . « : 
ps = « 4 ‘ 
% 3 
, . 5 
; + RS a g aa} ‘ DY Bo) eS: . i 
. ‘ ; bd 3 . ‘ 
é i F Bye .At a Pa . i y 
ot Sean Oph . “. ' < 
‘ d i ee pCi re . ae 
et, CO i Pama 4 ee ‘ ° ee eee 
“ i Ps es IRS Eo ea ATG eye 1 vin Sse ieee eae “ 
ro On a a Tet Py wn es ‘ Wa gee ey rehe 
‘ . Ss 
r . . 


Published by Authority of the HON. JAMBS A. MacKINNON, MeP. 
“inister of Trade and Commerce 


—? eves 2 88 rem 24878 eee oe So 


ES AF RR 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADS AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
INTERNAL TRADE BRANCH 
OTTAYA, CANADA 


oS ee 


Dominion Statistician: 
Chief, Internal Trade Branch: 


2s 2 Se Se oe 


ee oe 2 ee Se et ee eee ee 


R-H. Coats, LL.De, F.R-S.C., FeSsS» (Hon. ) 
Herbert Marshall, B.a., F.S.8. 


Statistician: eae ie AeC. Steedman, B.A. 
fel. IV ~ No. 5 ia 


Price, 10 cents 


PRELUITNARY REPCRT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, MAY, 1941 

Sales of Canadian department stores were 20 per cent higher in May 
of this year than last, while an increase of 2 per cent was recorded over the immediate- 
ly preceding month of April. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935 - 1939 equals 100) 
stood at 134.7 for May, 1941, 111.9 for May, 1940, and 132.1 for April, 1941. Cunu- 
lative totals for the first five months of this year stand 18 per cent higher than in 
the similar period a year ago and 33 per cent over sales in the corresponding five 
months of 1939. 


The adjusted index of sales, wherein account is taken of differences 
in number of business days and also of normal seasonal variations, was 3 per cent below 
he high point reached in April of this year, while a gain of 20 per cent over May, 

1940 was similar to that recorded in the unedjusted series. The index for the month 
under review was 129.6, as compared with 133.3 for April, 1941, and 108.1 for May last 
yoare 


Gains over May, 1940 in the various economic divisions were com- 
paratively uniform, the following increases being recorded: 28 per cent in the Maritime 
Provinces, 22 per cent in Ontario, 21 per cent in British Columbia, 18 per cent in the 
Prairie Provinces and 17 per cent in Quebec. 


Note:--This serics of proliminary reports on department store sales will cease with the 
present issuc. This will be replaced by a special report on department store 
sales giving the indexes contained in the present sories, indexes by economic 
divisions of the country and also a table showing the trend in department store 
sales by departments. The now bulletin will be publishod about a wook later 
than the usual date of issue of the proscnt serics. 


INDEX OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTIGNT STORB SALES, 1935 - 1939 5 100 


Unadjusted Indexes f Adjusted Indoxes(a) 
Month a ek a ey, pais: 
EE EE sD ae poh Aas 
| | 3. wh FANS 23.5 
January scores eerece | 71.0 84,2 93.1 | 98.4. oP oddex6 1 
PMEUELY ccc e css eee | 71.0 84.8 94,8 | 94.4 108.2 126.1 
March ooeeroevrweeeene ee 86.0 9544 111.5 { 91.7 105.8 124.9 
April a heaeae 971 10542 rie yana 102.0 106.2 133-3 
Bice ekievie | L014 111.9 234.7 98.4 108.1 129.6 
June Corer rerenesrere 98.9 108-7 94.3 106.5 
sis vy ccieiea | 150 88.0 101.2 114.6 
| £8 95-1 116.6 
August I | 80.4 99 116 
SEG ese evecee| 1217-3 114.1 | ae oR: 
er 132.4 Laas. | 115.0 ate 
Msc ss....-+| 123-9 150-9 | | yea : 8-5 
Wepombor ......-..--{| 188.9 210-2 | 116.4 32. 
CO a E pee a Se cS FORO EE SIT IT I EI LEE EE 


(a) Adjusted to allow for differonces in nunbor of businoss days and also for normal 
ssasonal variations. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JUNE, 1941 


Department store sales in Canada in June, 1941 declined 8 per 
cent below May but were 14 per cent higher than in June a year ago. The 14 per cent 
increase compared with June last year is somewhat below the average increase recorded 
for earlier months, cumulative totals for the first half of the current year standing 
17 per cent above the first six months of 1940. Unadjusted indexes of sales on the 
Geee 1935 - 1939 equals 100 are 123.9 for June, 1941, 108.7 for June, 1940 and 134.4 
for May, 1941. 


The 8 per cent decline below May this year is greater than the 
usual seasonal movement. Tho index, adjusted both for number of business days and 
also for normal seasonal movements, stood at 123.3 for the month under review, 6 per 
cent below the 129-4 recorded for May of this year, but 16 per cent highor than the 
106.5 shown for Juno of last yoar. 


INDEXHS OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935-1939 = 100 


AOR RL AOR L741 
June Are - May June 
Unadjusted indexes 108.7 132.2 134.4 123.9 
Adjusted indoxos(a) 106.5 133-4 129.4 123-3 


The Maritimo Provinces continucd to lead othor regions of the 
country in point of vicw of inercascd salos with a gain of 25 por cent ovor Juno, 
1940. Results for other scctions revealed increases within a marr ow renge of 5 points, 
a gain of 15 per cent in the Prairie Provincos boing followed by incroases of 14 per 
cent in Ontario, 11 por cent in British Columbia and 10 por cont in Quebec. 


Sales of 15 departmental firms which reported sales by dopartmonts 
averaged 15 per cent higher in Juno this year than last. Inercases wore shown for all 
departments with the oxception of radio and musical instruments which reported a 
decrease of 15 por cont below Junc last year Sales of this dopartmont in ae a 
ago, however, worc abnormally high. Other household departments showed substan Lally 
higher sales than in Juno a yoar ago. Salos of hardware and kitchon re ger eaten 
28 por cent; furniture sales gained 22 por cont; houschold appliancos ena 3) ue rica 
supplics were up 19 per cent and homo furnishings, 16 por cent. a of sein ae 
clothing increasod 16 per cont; sales of men’s clothing ineroasos ; Ae akpen oe nae 
& goin of 7 por cent in salos of shoes and other footwear was rocordoc. alo 
and kindred products averaged oniy 4 por cont highor than in Juno a yoar ago- 


i j ays and also for normal 
(a) Adjustod to allow for difforoences in number of business days an 


soasonal variations: 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
a GD DEPARTMENTS 


JUNE, 1940 AND JUNE, 1941 


(Based on sales of 15 firms) 


2. 


2. 


IMD: alee eee 00s wis 64 88 ois . 
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Women's dresses, coats and suits 


Girls' and infants' wear .. 


| 
SPICER OCLOVOSR (c9 ork co ntsc cat doe newer seas 
BmOCrLeG Bd COTSOTS ¢-c ces ccc srescersesvre pales 
Millinery -..... ! 


Women’s and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) .. 


a - 


re ee Ta 


Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .... 


Piece goods ..-.++--ereeeecres ELOY ale wine a eats eaters ; 
Smallwares Geto b 6. ¢ 4. # 6 ° eee e Creer eorsrvreve ee ee 
Q 1 
Food and kindred products 
Furniture (including mattresses, springs) ----- 
| 
Home furnishings «---+ecseeeeeeree gS og a er aaite e W Yo ete 


Household appliances and electrical supplies ---|| 


ow veewevnereeeaerereveree @ | 


Radios, musical instruments and supplics cor tial 


Hardware and kitchen utensils 


Wa ah Cot ae Ma iS es a a Je 


Shoes end other footwear 
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Stationery, books and magazines 


Fat oe Shee AOE ee ee we 


All other departmonts, total 


June 
1940 


$ 


19 483.246 


1,934,420 | 


514,677 


785,810 


9533990 


260,889 


4,509,786 | 


2,191,960 
544,956 
1,363,633 
581,741 
1,804,230 
1,117,288 
1,454,586 
608,140 
790,970 


285,466 


1,781,172 


197,557 


2,251,762 


June 
1941 


& 
? 


2 5237,945 


749 5365 


823,199 


1,153,402 


282,167 


2,490,210 


604,321 


1,513,200 


620 ,026 


Voodoo 


1,360,102 


1,686,743 


122 253 


1,009 ,485 


242 ,628 


1,911,821 


225,043 


2,815,574 


5.246,078 | 


% Change 


1941/40 


+ 
- 


- 


22,327,407 | + 14.6 
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30.4 
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20-9 


8.2 
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13.6 


10.9 
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21.7 


16-0 
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27-6 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JULY, 1941 
Department store sales in Canada in July, 1941, declined 17 per cent 
e low June, but were 16 per cent higher than in July a year ago, Unadjusted indexes 
on the base - 1935 to 1939 equals 100) stood at 102.2 for July, 1941, 88.0 for July, 
940, and 123.7 for June, 1941, Cumulative totals showed a gain of 17 per cent in the 
irst seven months of this year compared with last, 


The index adjusted for differences in number of business days and also 
‘or normal seasonal movements advanced sharply to 132.5 in July, 1941, from the 123,1 
ecorded in the immediately preceding month, The increase over July, 1940, when the 


djusted index was 114.6, amounted to 16 per cent, a gain similar to that recorded in the 
nadjusted series, 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935-1939 = 100 


1 to. 1941 
5 July | May June July 
peijusted indexes 88.0 134.3 123.7 102,2 
djusted indexes(a) 114.6 129.2 123.1 132.5 


The largest among the gains shown for various regions of the country 
as a 23 per cent advance in the Maritime Provinces, Results for other sections of the 
ountry revealed similar gains, an increase of 18 per cent in British Columbia being 
ollowed by improvement of 16 per cent in Quebec and 15 per cent in both Ontario and the 
rairie Provinces. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


Saies of 18 department stores which reported a breakdown of sales by 
epartments averaged 17 per cent higher in July this year over last. Sales were higher 
or all departments, with most outstanding gains occurring in sales of durable goods. 
ardware sales were 28 per cent higher than in July, 1940, while sales of household 
ppliances and electrical supplies were up 27 per cent, Sales of radios and musical 
nstruments gained 21 per cent, home furnishings recorded sales 20 per cent higher, while 
wniture sales advanced 18 per cent, Sales of food increased 16 per cent over July of 
ast year. Sales of women's clothing were up 12 per cent, while men's clothing sales 
ained 11 per cent and shoe sales were 10 per cent above last year, 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Ottawa department store sales were 10 per cent higher in July, 1941, 
an in July, 1940, according to a supplementary summary which has been compiled for that 
ity. Sales declined 27 per cent below June. The gain over July, 1940, is the lowest 
corded in corresponding month comparisons since the first of this year and compares 
Ith an average gain of 20 per cent shown for the first seven months of this year over 


1¢ corresponding period a year ago. 


. in 

TE: The results for Quebec province may be taken as representative of the trend 
department store sales in the city of Mcitreal and the figures. Sor" Sreteen 
Columbia are fairly indicative of the trend in sales in Vancouver. The number 
of department stores in other Canadian cities is too small to permit the publi- 


cation of separate indexes. 


1) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
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(Based on sales of 18 firms) 


M4 ECTED DEPARTMENTS 


| 


July July 4% Change 
1940 1941 1943/1940 

TOTAL SALES s+ssecccsererseeecvevseove | 15,440,411 | 18,034,159) + 16,8 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits specrooereane L551] pee | ade lly reek 
2e Girls’ and infants’ wear tasereseerecccucscoes hoe, 58h 501, 427 Oh.6 
3. Hosiery and gloves cecersvceecvorevsvvrevasgner 585, 4b 629, 38h 7.5 
Mer Lingerie and Corsets socs-cceccececceceeveanegee 775,666 916,880 18,2 
Se Millinery covccercrccerercoonsersrrerscccegear 123, 382 9.3 
6. Women's and children's apperel--({Total, 1-5) « 5,582 090 12) 
7¢ Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings eeesee res a ger ae ES 1,754, 364 12 
8s Drugs and toilet articles and preparations eee 505,001 585,902 16.0 
Ge Pioce ZOOdsS cocecevevescrncocrererrres see sgges 1,182,619 1,385,962 17.2 
ME OmaAllWAres vrs sielcs sles veegececesccesce+ segeeee 4oh , 882 Sol 21 1355 
lle Food and kindred products eeossrse+++ +s @egeere 1,610,606 1,864,728 15.8 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 1,086,611 1,283,609 18.1 
WM Home furnishings -+ccsececncveccerccscvencoges ¢ 1,169,242 | 1,398,471 19.6 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies « 497,667 633,039 27.2 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils seccecrscecvoere | 667 , 985 854,987 | 28.0 

' 

16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies «eee. : 186, 845 225,407 | 20.6 
| Be | | 
lie Shoes and other footwear coesssercserssscornes | 1,100,962 215,298 10.4 
18. Stationery, books and magazines eree-ssereooone : 176,556 | 207,268 + 17.4 


Ge All other departments, total evsecvevrsrerreree 14969454 ieee : aa 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, AUGUST, 1941 


Department store sales in Canada in Aurust. 1941 
ver July, and were 20 per cent greater than in pie ta oe! ae hala ae 
on the base - 1935 to 1939 equals 100) stood at 120.2 for August, 1941, 99.8 for August 
940, and 102.2 for July, 1941. Cumulative totals showed a gain of 17 por cent in the A; 
irst eight months of this year compared with last. 


The index adjusted for differences in number of: business days and also 
or normal seasonal movements advanced sharply to 145,8 in August, 1941, from the 132.5 
ecorded in the immediately preceding month. The increase over July, 1940, when the 
ijusted index was 116.6, amounted to 25 per cent. ; 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935-1939 = 100 


1940 7 TOR 

August June July August 
Unadjusted indexes .... 99.8 12307 102,2 120.2 
Adjusted indexes (a) .. 116.6 123,1 132.5 145.8 


The largest among the gains shown for various regions of the country 
as a 28 per cent advance in the Maritime Provinces. Results for other sections of the 
ountry revealed gains of 23 per cent in Quebec, 22 per cent in Ontario, 19 per cent in 
he Prairie Provinces, and 13 per cent in British Columbia, 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


Sales of 17 departmental firms which reported a breakdown of sales by 
spartments averaged 21 per cent higher in August this year over last. Increases for 
spartments dealing in durable goods were generally higher than those recorded for other 
spartments, although sales of women’s clothing were sharply higher due chiefly to the 
savy demand for hosiery. Sales of household appliances and electrical supplies advanced 
2 per cent, hardware sales gained 28 per cent, sales of home furnishings were up 2h per 
ent, while identical gains of 20 per cent were recorded for the furniture and for the 
Adio and musical instrument departments. Women's clothing sales gained 27 per cent, 
en's clothing increased 18 per cent, with sales of footwear showing a rise of 12 per 
ent over August, 1940. Food sales in department stores were up 17 per cent and drugs 


dvanced 16 per cent. 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Ottawa department store sales were 21 per cent higher in August, 1941, 
han in August, 1940, according to a supplementary summary which has been prepared for 
hat city. An average gain of 20 per cent was recorded for the first eight months of 


his year over the corresponding period of 1940. 


a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
seasonal variations. 
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AUGUST, 1940 AND AUGUST, 1941 


(Based on sales of 17 firms) 


TOTAL SALES eoe¢reeeeeoeceeseev ees eaeneeees 
. Women's dresses, coats and suits .....csececes 
Muerte O10 ANTGNCB’ WEA . ce cccccncccceseaceve 


OE BIN IOVOR) Giese sciccevicsccasocvvevens 


Menangerie and COrsets .....-esea. 


eee grees eonpevors 


CTO Oe SawaGins > slesay es teeeeceesecscsecwcees 
. Women's and children's Prersy-2 Total, V5) os 
. Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings ..... 
. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 
1s PLOCE BOOKS ceveeserevesccevvsscrecensserscers 
js SMALIWELOS wocecovcrarccnsarevresssevreessergers 
- Food and kindred products wrccccascrereresvres 
. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 
Memrome TUYMASHINGS ..cecsscccsacesgeovevesecvece 
Household appliances and electrical supplies . 
. Hardware and kitchen utensils ..sesseeereveces 
, Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 
» Shoes and other footwear .esscseceseceracvcers 


|. Stationery, books and magazines ..ssssssseeere 


. All other departments, total ...esseeeereeeees 


August 
190 


Ly 410,112 


1,528,528 
502, 5h 
649,241 
699,978 
207, 894 

3,588, 185 

1,613,150 
522, 846 

1,468,539 
576, 862 

1,613,774 

1,624,956 

1,405,488 
569,313 
691,150 
231,529 

Lyi toy ey 
233,276 


2,163, 043 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


1941 


21,191,021 


1,801,415 
640, 050 
1,088, 351 
808, 521 
222,747 
4 561, 08 
1,895,740 
604 , 933 
1,789,204 
666,520 
1,892, 330 
1,954,558 
1,746,314 
750, 681 
886, 006 
271,957 
1,312,187 
275,441 


2,578, 480 


® Change, 
1941/1940 


+ 21,2 


+ 17.9 


+ 27.4 


+ 25et 


+ 15.5 


+ LiL3 


+ 20.3 


i 2b. 2 


+ 31,9 


+ 28,2 


+ 20.0 


+ 326 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, SEPTEMBER, 1941 


Sales of Canadian department stores in September, 1941, were 15 per 
cent higher than in 4ugust and were up 22 per cent over Septomber a year ago» Unadjust- 
ed indexes (on the base - 1935 to 1939 equals 100) stood at 139-0 for September, 1941, 
114-1 for September, 1940, and 120.4 for August, 1941. Cumulative totals revealed a 
gain of 18 per cont in tho first nine months of this year compared with salos in the 
corresponding period of 1940» 


The index adjustod for diffcronces in number of business days and also 
for normal seesonal movements, which advanced sharply to 146-1 in August, fell to 137-0 
in September, but was still well above the level prevailing during the first seven 
months of this yeare The increase over Scptombor, 1940, whon tho adjusted index stood 
at 116.7, amounted to 17 per cont. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALU OF DEPARTIIENT STORE SLES, 1 


29 40 Leh 1 

Soptomber July August September 
Unadjusted indexes «rcercersone 114-1 1022 120-4 139-0 
Adjusted indexes(a) cvcrereees 116-7 13265 146.1 137-0 


The largest among the geins shown for various regions of the country 
was a2 31 per cent advance in the Maritime Provincese Results for other sections of 
the country revealed gains of 28 per cont in British Columbia, 23 per cont in the 
Prairic Provinces, 21 per cent in Quebec and 18 por cont in Ontarios 


DEPARTMENT STORE SLES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


F Sales of 18 departmental firms which reported a breakdown of sales 
by departments averaged 22 per cent higher in September this year over laste Sales 
of clothing, food and hardware recorded most outstanding gains among the results 
shown for various departments. Men's clothing showed a gain of 26 per cent in 

sales over September last year, while women's clothing sales were 23 per cent highor- 
Sales of footwear increased 16 per cent. Food purchases in department stores 

showod a rise of 26 per cent over Soptember a yoar agoe Hardware sales increased 

29 per cent, while dollar sales of departments dealing in durable household goods 
were as follows: 24 per cont for houschold appliances, 17 per cent for homo 
furnishings, 15 per cont for furniture and only 5 per cont in radios and musical 
instruments. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Ottawa department storc sales wore 16 per cont higher in Septomber, 
1941, than in September, 1940, according to 2 supplomentary summary which has doen 
prepared for that citys An avorage gain of 20 per cont was recorded for the first 


nine months of this yoar over last. 


(e) Adjusted to allow for differences in numbor of business deys end also for normal 
soasonel varintionse 
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DEPARTWENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


SEPTEMBER, 1940 AND SEPT#BER, 1941 


(Based on sales of 18 firms) 


ee a 
= entree ps. ~semmmerens soa cr 


September: portaahes 2 Change 
t 4 7 


TOTAL SALES ¢ 0 1S) WO ¥, © 0,0) © © 0 4 0)'4.0.66.0.6)% 0.618 pose note a Ih 


1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ocreseceeeeees i 2,337,376! 2,625,507 | + 22-8 
i 
. 
2. Girls’ and infants’ wear el on 859,472 | 1,176,461 | + 36.9 
s ‘ | . 
36 Hosiery and gloves Pe SO eee EU Pe | OLA cate | 1,104,334 + 20-7 
4. Lingerie and corsets wereePerteoasreoovreeaeere ee eveoeeoeeve 834,062 | 1,003,528 + 20-3 
: 
| 
De Millinery @eeereeeoe ees eae esese oa seoaseseevoneeoeenoegne 419,528 444,257 + 569 


6- Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) - 52165740 | 6,354,087 | + 23200 


7+ Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings «+--+. 2,473,208} 3,118,146 | + 2601 
8 Drugs and toilet articles and preparations -«+.-> 531,990 636,924 | + 19-7 
9 Piece goods eotvoonevveavoeegeenee orp eruereevreveree gene 1,643,021 yl Ts 806 + 20-5 
10. Smallwares Coe oeneeoreorageroahoroevoerreeeoseeerer oH? 706,812 ake 000 + 15-0 
lle Food and kindred products oeseeserccrrreessrrvens 1,616,923 | 2,032,509 | + 2567 
| 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) +++} 1,367,311 | 1,577,968 | + 1594 
| 
13. Home furnishings eer errveenesseeseevarerseeererse eee 1,649,063 1,924, 995 - 1657 
| L 
14- Household appliances and electrical supplies er 778 ,282 | 966,059 | + 24-1 
| 
15- Hardware and kitchon utensils seerersereeserceeeel 702,532 | 908 ,059 + 2923 
| : 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ea | 365 4570 | 385 4454 | i 5e4 
| | | 
l7- Shoes and other footwear pee eereereererrverereeeere 1,680 ,233 ie 1,942, M3 | . 1526 
: oe 
aR, Stationery, books and magazines e@eeevereuneorer? . 394,722 | 241 be. = i 14 8 
| 2,256,179 | 2,825,900 | + + 25. 3 


19.« ALY other departments, total ey 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, OCTOBER, 1941 
Department store sales in Canada in October, 1941, increased 15 per cent 
m September and were 13 per cent above October, 1940. Unadjusted indexes (on the base- 
55 to 1939 equals 100) stood at 159.8 for October, 1941, 141.1 for October, 1940, and 


3.6 for September, 1941. The average gain for the first ten months of this year over 
j¢ was 17 per cent. 


The index adjusted for differences in number of business days and also 
* normal seasonal movements was almost unchanged from September, standing at 136.4 for 
ober as against 136.6 for the preceding month, The adjusted index for the month under 
flew was 13 per cent above the 120.9 reported for October, 1940, 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


Ocsober August September October 
Mined judted Indexes ..o.secers Pe 120.4 138.6 159.8 
Pameceasindexes (8) .scacres 120.9 146.1 136,6 136.4 


Comparisons between October this year and last for various regions of 
> country revealed that a 21 per cent gain for Quebec exceeded those recorded for other 
tions. The Maritime Provinces and British Columbia recorded increases of 18 per cent, 
ely followed by Ontario with improvement of 16 per cent. A lesser gain of 3 per cent 
mrred in the Prairie Provinces. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES TN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


Sales of 17 departmental firms which reported sales by departments 
waged 15 per cent higher in October this year than in the same month a year ago, Sales 
drug, food and hardware departments were up 22 per cent, while sales in stationery and 
k departments increased 20 per cent. Men's clothing and women's clothing were up 12 
[11 per cent respectively with boot and shoe departments reporting improvement of 11 per 
it. Increases in sales of furniture, home furnishings and household appliances ranged 
™% 17 So 17 per cent. Radios and musical instruments registered a small gain of 3 per 


ia 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Ottawa department store sales were 10 per cent higher in October, 1941, 
Nn in October, 1940, according to a supplementary summary which has been prepared for 
t city. An average gain of 19 per cont was recorded for the first ten months of this 
f over last. 


Adjusted to aliow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
seascnal variations, 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTIZNTS 


OCTOBER, 1940 AND OCTOBER, 1941 


(Based on sales of 17 firms) 
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TOTAL SALES .-. 


ower ee aeveoneeeeeoeneoave 


Women’s dresses, coats and suits «---sesccerores 


Me “ONG INLONGS’ WOE: +<cscccsereveere ar ere oA 


Hosiery and POG OS ss ese #0150 e 2.60 9.0 4g ats 0a as wale 


Lingerie and corgets persone 


Millinery errneaererezxeoeeaneeorer eo eenereavneoeepverperevease 


Women's and children's apparel--(fotal, 1-5).- 


Piece ZOOS eer ercerrerecarserenesersveverervnee 


DT WAPASh yea sds cccarhaoccooyrizceecrterssvrners 


Food and kindred productser-sssesecereeecers 
Home furnishings... .- eae | 
Household appliances and electrical supplies--- 


epevuveees 


4 
Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations.+..«.+. 
Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 
Hardware and kitchen utensilse«+-++eres 


Radios, musical instruments and suppliese+++++s 
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Shoes and other footweare-- 
Stationery, books and magazines»->+ 


All other departments, totalecerereceveservete?e | 
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3,221,016 
1,407,303 
1,300,735 
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3,828 ,505 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, NOVEMBER, 1941 


Retail purchases in Canadian department stores for November, 1941, de- 
lined 2 per cent from October, but were 4 per cent above November a year agoe Unadjusted 
ndexes (on the base~1.935~1939 equals 100) stood at 156.4 for November, 1941, 150-9 for 
ovember, 1940, and 160.0 for October, 1941. Sales averaged 16 per cent higher in the 
irst eleven months of this year over last. 


The index adjusted for differences in number of business days and also 
or normal seasonal variations was slightly higher than in October, standing at 138.4 for 
ovember as against 136-5 for the preceding month» The adjusted index for the month under 
eview was 8 per cent above the 128.5 reported for November, 1940. 


INDEXES 0% THE DOLLAR VALUE QF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


a 


ee. Woo eee ee eee 

November September October November 
Bred jucted 1NG6xX6S “+++ bre avuee 15069 138.6 160-0 156-4 
Mueted indexes (a) «sccceses, 128.5 136-6 136-5 13844 


The Maritime Frovinces recorded improvement of 17 per cent over November, 
940, leading other regions of the country. Quebes and British Columbia reported gains 
f 7 per cent, while Ontario sales increased 3 per cent» Sales in the Prairie Provinces 
ere 1 per cent below those in November a year agoe 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN G/NADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


Sales of 1.4 departmental firms which reported sales by departments 
veraged 4 per cent higher in November this year than in the same month a year agoe Sales 
f home furnishings increased 3 per cont, while sharp declines occurred in other house- 
old lines» Furniture sales were down 4 per cent from November, 1940, sales of household 
ppliances fell off 14 per cent, while sales of radio and musical instrument departments 
ere 23 per cent lowers These decreases are in contrast with outstanding gains for these 
epartments which feotvred the results for carlier months of this year- There were also 
arked reductions in the extent of the gains which had heretofore been recorded in the 
lothing departments. Sales of men's clothing were up 5 por cent and women's clothing, 

per cent, with shoos recording a decrease of 1 vcr cent: Tho largest increases shown 
or November this yoar over last were in the food and hesdwaro departments, sales boing 


5 por cont higher in each casce 
DEPARTMENT STORE SaLES IN OTTAWA 


Ottawa department store sales were fractionally lower in November, 1941, 
han in November, 1940, according to a supplomentary summary which has been prepared for 
hat city. An average gain of 16 per cent was recorded for the first eleven months of 


his yoar over last- 


a) Adjusted to allow for differences +n numbor of business days and also for normal 


f seasonal variations: 
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_DEPARTHENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DIPARTMENTS 


NOVS) BER, 1940 AND NOVEMBER, 1941 


(Based on sales of 24 firms) 
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November % Change, 
| , if 1941 1941/40 
Ce eae + nics sstade atthe 
TOTAL Shs <4’ 90S 0 baw ee eR ET A ee ob S 27,674 81: 1 | 
| i 
1- Women's dresses, coats and guits.-..+... eee Pe 10) 3 Fe 25923 ,543 + O05 
Maris and infants' woar........ese.- eee 1,120,367 1,226,020 + 904 
3. Hosiery and DO EW a Rio se cdis Gis 4c Bie e¢eoeeen5n ope fA OUR gO Ne 1,374,319 7 48 
@ lingerie and corsots...... 5 Wendy eels: Sule vepetos : 1,199,334 


1,238 ,594 7 <5 


305 ,895 305 825 


De Millinery.. eoerveonewree rea er ereveovrereoneveeeverevee08F 


6,344,726 068,301 


6- Women's and children's apparel--(Totel,1-5).-- 


7+ Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings .. | 357306 3,916,528 + 459 
8 Drugs and toilet articles and aieeeaiae 693,485 751,638 + 8-4 
9. Piece soak. 20 ee ee ere | 1,789 ,695 1g 942 58 + 865 
LO. 0 Se a a eorvneeervee e 1,028,404 | 1,063,643 5 364 


lle Food and kindred PFOAUCTS-aosege deco veecen > * ERE Oy os Te | Dg Aceh +1409 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs). Leeyeur 1,087,580 - 4el 
13. Home ee ha bin cee eee Vacs eeS eee eses 1,646,129 1,090,152 + 207 
l4- Household appliances and electrical ea 1A 2021 613,641) -13.9 
} 
l5e Hardware and kitchen utensils ...--eeseee ny Goi Uae 749,018 si 
° nA al e 
lo. Radios, musical instruments and supplies..... 444,576 344,046 2-6 
: Nes 0-8 
l7* Shoes and other footwear..,...-+-+-- ee, 2,239,489 2 5222367 
, 500 20,362 + 3e 
18. Stationery, books and magazinese-++reerserers 500 ,800 920 53 39 
66 
19. All other departments, total esrrerererrerees 3 O79 252 39072 9303 + 9 
x f ies Beste Soe 
: ER eevee ne crete | 
; Decline of less than O+l per cent: 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORS S.LGS, DECEMBER, 1941 


Dollar sales of department stores in Caneda during the month of Decom= 
er, 1941 increased by 54 por cent over November and were 14 per cont higher than in De- 
ombor, 17+O*  Unadjustod indexes of seles (on the baso, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 23904 
or Decombor, 1941, 1554 for November and at 210+2 for Decombcor, 1940. 


The 14 per cont increase over December, 1940 was about on a par with 
he sprond between the two yoars recorded in comparisons for othor months, cumulative 
otals for tho calondar year 1941 standing 15 per cent above the provious twolve=month 
eriod. Tho 54 por cent incrcese over November was considerably groater than the usuel 
easonal movoment, the adjusted index of sales (adjusted both for differences in numbor 
f business days and for normal secsonal variasions) increasing from 137-6 in Novembcr 
0 145.8 in Doccmbcr. 


INDEXZS OF THS DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORS S..LES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


1940 1941 


Dcoeombor October November Decomber 
Unadjusted indexcs-..-+ecvec- 210.2 160-0 15504 239-4 
adjusted indexos (a)evecnea-. 13222 iaGes 13766 14508 


Results on a regional basis indicate a larger inepease in department 
tore sales in Quebec than in othsr partse Quebec salss were up 18 por cent in December, 
941 over December, 1940 while annual totals for 1941 were up 16 per cent» Increases in 
lecomber, 1941 over Decembor, 1940 for other regions with figures for the year in brackots 
ro as follows: Maritime Provinces, 13 per cont (22 per cont); Ontario, 14 per cont (16 
er cont): Prairie Provinces, 13 por cent (12 por cent); and British Columbia, 13 por 
ent (16 por ccnt)- 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELSCTsD DEPARTLENTS 


Sales of 20 department store companies rep rting sales on a depart- 
intel basis averaged 14 por cent higher in December, 1941 than 19406 The houschold 
ppliances end electrical supply department wes down 15 per cont; the radio and musical 
nstrumont department declined 12 per cent while gains over Decembor, 1940 year wore 
‘ecorded for all other departments for which separate figures are compiled. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTPAMA 


5s in Ottawe alone averaged 14 por cont highcr in 


tment store sale 
Departme Salos for the yoar 1941 wore up 16 per cent over 


Yocomber, 1941 than in Decomber, 1940- 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SsLe$ IN CANADA, _BY SELECTE 


DECI BER, 1940 ND DECSIBER 
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(Based on sales of 20 firms) 
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PRELIMIN/RY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SubLES, JANUARY, 1942 


Dollar sales of department stores in Canada for January, while declining 
) per cent below the Christmas peak in December, were 25 per cent higher than in January 
j41- All regions of the country and all departments shared in the increase: Unedjusted 
adexes of dollar sales on the base, 1935-1939 = 100, stand at 116-0 for January, 1942 
, 2392 for December, 1941 and 93-1 for January a year agoe , 


The 25 per cent increase over January, 1941 compares with increases of 
} per cent, 4 per cent and 14 per cent recorded in October, November and December of 
441 over the preceding years The 52 per cent reduction in January below December was 
366 than the usual decline, the index of sales when edjusted both for differences in 
mber of business days in different months and also for normal seasonal movements, advan- 
ing from 145.8 for December, 1941 to 152-1 for January, 1942+ 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALU® OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 = 1939 = 100 


Oe BAe PERU R Sn er 1942 
January November December January 
Unadjusted indexes 93-1 155.4 239.8 116-0 
Adjusted indexes (a) 12395 1376 145.8 152-1 


Results for various regions of the country revealed increases ranging 
rom 20 t6 27 per cent. Ontario sales were up 27 per cent, closely followed by British 
slumbis. and the Maritime Provinces with gains of 26 and 25 per cent respectively» Sales 
1 the Prairie Provinces were 23 per cent higher, while an increase of 20 per cent was 
scorded in Quebec: 

DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SHL&CTED DEPARTMENTS 

Sales of 16 departmental firms which reported sales by departments 
veraged 23 per cent higher in January, 1942, than in the same month last yeare Sales of 
otwear, clothing, household appliance and radio departuents led others in extent of 
ins over January, 1941+ Shoe department sales were up by almost fifty per cent from 
4st year; women's clothing averaged 29 per cent higher, while sales of men's clothing 
sre up 23 per cenb-» Sales in radio and household appliance departments averaged 25 per 
ant higher- It should be noted that these percentages are based on dollar sales and 
ake no allowance for hisher prices resulting from various factors including the 25 per 
sant excise tax in the case of radios and electrical appliances: 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Department store sales sn Ottawa averaged 13 per cent higher in January, 
42 than in January, 1941. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE $..LES IN CANADA, BY SZLECTED DEPARTMENTS 
Me EE 


JANUARY, 1941 AND JANUARY, 1942 


(Based on sales of 16 firms) 
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PRELIMINARY RSPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, FEBRUARY, 1942 


Sales in Canadian department stores during February were 12 per cent higher 
than in February, 1941, but declined 8 per cent below January, 1942-6 This decline was 
contrary to the usual seasonal movement and reflects the unusually heavy retail purchas- 
ing which occurred in the first month of the year. Unadjusted indexes ion the base, 1935 
to 1939 equals 100) stood at 106.2 for February, 1942, 115.2 for January, 1942, and 94.8 
for February last year. There was an increase of 18 per cent in sales during the first 
two months of this year over last. 


After advancing from 137-8 in November, 1941, to 145.8 in December, 1941, and 
reaching 151.1 in January of this year, the index adjusted for differences in number of 
business days and for normal seasonal variations fell off to 141-1 in the month under re- 
view, or 12 per cent avove the 126.1 recorded in February, 1941. 


INDEXES OF HE DOLLAR VALUES OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


RS ae 19 42 

February December January February 
Unadjusted Indexes 94.8 23942 115-2 106+2 
Adjusted Indexes (a) 12G4d 5 18560 151+1 141-1 


, Regional increases in dollar volume of sales in February, 1942, over February, 
1941, with increases for the first two months of this year over last in brankets, were as 
follows: Maritime Provinces, 16 per cent (20 per cent); Quebec, 15 per cent (16 per cent); 
Ontario, 13 per cent (19 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 7 per cent (15 per cent); and 
British Columbia, 15 per cent (21 per cent)» 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTZD DEPARTMENTS 


February sales of 18 departmental firms which reported sales by departments 
averaged 12 per cent higher than in the same month of last year. Sales of furniture de- 
partments were down by 3 per cent, but results for other departments revealed gains over 
February, 1941, although these were in most cases somewhat smaller than those which were 
recorded during immediately preceding months, The largest increase shown was in the foot- 
wear department where sales averaged 28 per cent higher, while both men's and women's 
clothing recorded gains of 15 per cent. Food sales were up 16 per cent from February a 
year agoe Increases in dollar sales of departments handling household requirements were 
as follows: 17 per cent for radios and musical instruments, 8 per cent for home furnish- 
ings and 7 per cent for household appliances and electrical supplies. 

Sales of Ottawa department stores averaged 20 per cent higher in February 
this year over last. 


: 5 : :. tn4e bulletin are based on dollar volume of business 
Note: The sales indexes given in this bul - Tite cei Anes 
transacted» No adjustments are made for price changes: + Saree 
reflect éhanges in the quantities of goods purchased» 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALSS IN CaNADA, 3B 


Y SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


FEBRUARY, 1941 AND FEBRUARY, 1942 


(Basod om collar aches :f 28 firms) 
. | February | February | y Change, 
} i. ben 1941 1942 1942/41 
") ed 
, TOTAL SALES .+-<++.-... Be cee 17,506,531] 19,544,703 


1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ....... . 1,418,543 1,554,186) + 9-6 

Meer is’ and infants’ wear .-..-ecesctoneee | 449.5295 510,351 417-3 
: 

Be Hosiery and gloves o-+..eree eae | 628 ,082 772,086] +229 

4, lingerie and corsets Porte teers eneorvceenes | 747,234 897,435} +20-1 

5. Millinery Rte oe 131,128! 130,555 rs 0.4 


3,870,613 


6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total,1-5) > 


8 Drugs and toilet articles and preparations». 


iE Men's and boys* clothing and furnishings +o,» 


1,635,499; 1,830,483 


96 Piece goods oS oR eGvoCeoer oO oHeOHR er rere oOHR eR HH EHO SD 


10. Smallwares @eegrseeeovr eee or ewe reoee @$eove@evpaeteevoerere (Le, Loy 785,517 


lle Food and kindred products «+-«+>- beervcearre 1,851,445 2,149,203 


Aes pp | oe Cau a) 7a 344 


1,368,228 1,473, 00l) eb ree 


13. Home furnishings a CeoKvPpaseroveapbageereeReEZO?® 


562 ,592 601,126 + 6-8 


14- Household appliances and electrical supplies 


Bogda 865,610} + O-7 


15. / Hardware and kitchen utensils «erreverceress 


305 ,653 


| 


12. Furniture (including mattresses and oa 
| 356,796 +1667 


16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ees 


teal 1,166,580] +28+0 


| 


| 
; 
W7s Shoes and other footwear «ectcorsdarcveretirs | 
‘ | r 
! 
ol 2,134 43,957} +13-6 
18, Stationery, booke and magazines errrrreersre | 302 , 73 343; a1 
i 
| 


| 
| | 
6 22! § +lle 
19: All other departments, total -++-** repearoes 1,862 , 723 Er ae 7 


| 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, FEBRUARY, 1942 


Department store sales in Canada in March, 1942, were 27 per cent greater than 
larch of last year and stood 31 per cent above February, 1942. Unadjusted indexes 
the base, average for 1935 to 1939 equals 100) stood at 141.2 for March, 1942, 107-4 
February, 1942 and 111.6 for March, 1941. Sales in the first quarter of this year 
raged 21 per cent above the corresponding period of 1941. 


Notwithstanding the fact that a portion of the increase over March a year ago 
ulted from a slightly greater concentration of Haster buying in March this year, the 
ume of trade exceeded the normal seasonal business» The adjusted index established a 
all-time peak as it reached 157-0 in the month under review, reacting from the sharp 
back which occurred in February when the index fell to 142-7 from 151-1 in January, 
9. The adjusted index was 26 per cent higher than the 12560 recorded for Mareh last 


re 


INDEXSS OF THE DOLLAR VALUS OF DEPARTMENT STORE SAL 


1941 1942 
March January February March 
Unadjusted Indexes 111.6 115.2 107 +4 141.2 
Adjusted Indexes {a) 12540 L5lel 1427 157.0 


Regional increases in dollar volume of sales in March, 1942 over Mareh, 
1, with increases for the first 3 months of this year over last in brackets, were as 
lows: Meritime Provinces, 36 per cent (26 per cent); Quebec, 36 per cent (24 per cent); 
ario, 29 per cent (23 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 20 per cent, (18 per cent) and 
tish Columbia, 16 per cent (19 per cent). 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


March sales of 20 departmental firms which reported sales by departments 
raged 26 per cent higher than in the same month of last years Purchases of men's 
thing, influenced by impending restrictions, advanced sharply to a point 52 per. eent 
ve Merch, 1941. Sales of shoes and other footwear continued at a high level and were 
per cent higher in March this year over last. Sales of women's clothing increased 
per cent in the same comparison, while a gain of 27 per cent occurred in sales of piece 
ds- Hardware sales were 28 per cent greater than in March, 1941- Substantial gains 


e also recorded for all other departments. 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Ottawa department stores reported sales averaging 30 per cent higher in March 
S year over last. 


s bulletin are based on dollar volume of business 


@: The sales indexes given in thi 
q ae <¢ are made for price changese The indexes do not 


transactede No adjustment 

reflect vhangos in tho quoutitics of goods purchased- 
) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and also for normal 
seasonal variations» 
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DEPARTMENT STORZ SALES IN CaNADA, 


MARCH 1941 AND MARCH, 1942 


All other departments, total cevecrescereese ft 


aes 


: a ee ey EE 


SS 
liarch 
1941 
¥ 
TOTAL SALES ¢++-sssseeeeseeod! 00 899.996 
Women's dresses, coats and suits erescssevea|| 2,375,266 
Meee ehdearianta’ Wear + ves. sesscasssdsene 695,460 
Hosiery and gloves +ssscsseceeeeeveeeceseeee 857,887 
BE PEL GPGNGICOTSOLG wah re eee eee cess ae vedes 887,356 
MMP AA CTY wills ee ey v0 Va seb tabs ceagecceres trees 329,140 
Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) 5,145, Wiad) 
Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings.. i 2,122 ,992 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations... 635,357 
a 
‘Piece OOS + etree rere nes eereraeeeteeee eee ees| 1,550,236 
eg. sists lwialsle secu web eas vareeasinvsine 733 ,862 
Food and kindred products ceevecerereovecoref, 2,129,400 
Furniture (including mattresses and springs)} 1 9250 5528 
Home furnishingse+rcoosvnerecerverscecssaces 1,506,825 
Household appliances and electrical supplies 637,898 
Hardware and kitchen utensilsa+r-rrerenerers 951,219 
- Radios, musical instruments and supplies---+ 291,450 
Shoes and other footwearees-ceeres: pepekade |) Ay ose Tee 
| Stationery, books and magazines-+r---s va tes 286,611 
2 317,067 


| 26,358,210 


a 


| 


| 
| 
: 
| 
| 
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BY SELECTED pRePARTMENTS 


March 
1942 


3,088,533 


940,077 


1,093,678 


Uyli3s—s0e5 


382,610 


fc OO yaa 


3,226,911 


14749914 


1,968 ,730 


392 567 


2,462,542 


1,399,832 


1,735,164 


736,205 


Ly ZlsyoL4 


351, 306 


2,056,886 


34359793 


2,603 ,368 


4% Change, 
1942 / 42 


+2642 
+30-0 
+35+2 
+27<5 
+2504 
+162 
+2846 
+52-0 
+18-0 
+270 
421.6 
+15+6 
411.9 
+15 +2 
+1564 
4+27+6 
+2065 
+34.0 
+20-0 


+23.0 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, APRIL, 1942 


Department store sales in Canada in April, 1942, were 10 per cent above April 
ast year and stood 3 per cent over March, 1942. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, aver~ 
ge for 1935 to 1939 equals 100) stood at 144-8 for April, 1942, 141+1 for March, 1942, 
md 132-¢2 for April, 1941- Sales in the first four months of this year averaged 18 per 
ent above the corresponding period of 1941. 


After adjusting for differences in number of business days and for normal 
seasonal vaxiations, as well as for the shifting date of Haster, the index stood at 
48.5 for April, down 5 per cent from March, 1942, when heavy purchases of clothing and 
ootwear caused the aajusted index to reach a peak of 156+9- The adjusted index for 
pril was only slightly below the average adjusted index for the first quarter of the 
far, and was ll per cent above the 133-4 recorded in April, 1941. ; 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STOR SALES, 95589 39s 2L00 


1941 1942 

April February March April 
Unadjusted Indexes 132-2 107 +4 142.1 144.8 
Adjusted Indexes (a) 1334 14207 » 156.9 148.5 


Regional increases in dollar volume of sales in April, 1942, over April, 1941, 
Ath increases for the first four months of this year over last in brackets, were as 
‘ollows: Maritime Provinces, 18 per cent (24 per cent); Queboc, 11 per cent, (19 per 
ent); Ontario, 6 per cent (18 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 10 per cent (15 per cent) ; 
nd British Columbia, 17 per cent (18 per cent). 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED D#PARTMENTS 

April sales of 18 departmental firms which reported sales by departments 
weraged 8 per cent higher than in the same month of last years Increases in all depart~ 
ents were more moderate than those recorded in March- Sales of piece goods were 19 per 
sent above April, 1941; men's clothing sales were up 14 per cent, footwear sales gained 
/ per cent, while a minor rise of 2 per cent was reported for sales of women's clothinge 
lardware sales increased 17 per cent, radio and musical instruments were 14 por cent 
bove April a year ago and food sales were up 9 per conve 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


a a a a LL I LI OLE LLL LED 


Ottawa department store sales averaged 10 per cont higher in April this yeer 
ver last. 


lote: The sales indexes given in this bulletin are based on dollar volume of business 
transacted No adjustments are made for prico changese The indexes do not 
reflect changes in the quantities of goods purchasede 


a) -Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days, for normal seasonal 
variations and for the shifting date of Bastere 


a vat ie 


}’ wy a i 


agoalty aa 


abe saat 


Loam Mean all 


“Adee 4 


t } es: " \ 


re 
rs se ol mars meme noes neve! 
Fh] 


Badd a) net , et 


4 eu? 


black avoty, soe 7 Oy Wi ie. oan | pty 3 oe | 
by { hl ’ avs ; * nA 8 | Pe piste } > sa on “gti “aay, ; 
fy COOK 


hel 
7 4 i d ; tee ; AFP i it 
ld Ane (WON AT . ait) \e eed ’ . . ay 


iva 2 oe Anes £ F is aie ae tat ee | whe 


beast i “Aer weiey. “ger roe By EAR eee? Aas t oi Ek eth hb we Sa fall 
Lovie it a? a A oe - ¥ *! : ; mh 


aihilad te iia 


Leet -T dite. 2 ee aie 
by jseod oie aay its, Te SIRO 7 bab s Be ane 
43 i ra brid) ae a ce nae Lae Na ks j ee aguit uy i f Pie) if 
) a hi . wae 4 ‘ + . . i) x i , 
’ ce Py ; ty — { ” nur wi i “ 
Tih Ron we hehe Cal PW OR Psi : Ke mh 


- ee p fo! z Ate BS (7 Hi ‘ t ty han i pee Be a a be spe i ae nan vv ve 
ee © viv we bel eta A be (i? yj ans 


Y , 
| 
J al 
. o yah “ d Tis cay ee me 
{ ‘ : ; ris IS ahead ER base ans 
sem only tn, 5 - . ne geise shew Sy Letaneme (eer . Ca vr I 
th 
PRL 
Ae, 
‘ . ~w ‘ 
nh wy 'y os thie ated ae Ue yer aera Sense we an p 
’ y ‘th 
; 4 Mian celine wing sled 4 } J P 
$0 i 
Pa 
il a 
f ge ee i in ; i 
as era) i ee 
ae : . F h 
, a 
F ; et 
{ j y oe Ri 4 aiM iy 
. . i % r ; , 
, feng = ne us r id ey 
; -—_ a, ies c ! el i, Ca. His Sy oh vg a @, a i 
aol : r # ; a Wi "y 
\ : “4 Pa, “ud i% 4) i ny i HRD ap 4) Mit a pal aN 
aie \ . c ' ; A , aot 4 ¥, TB sing fe at 
RN Ae bia. + y - CP Re ae he ae 
2 = « : Pt 
: ea ge Me fi eee eb ; rae die 
af i ’ we a oe ) é Ae 


2 ~ . i " . aed a ry : im te ‘ ips bis ‘tere ir, 


; ! | a all . i. if, } aye eas batt an ‘baron Toe 


ine Tm e 

é : { ? vs } ai ae he % ba 
: 1 Abacos 

Ape ACEI Gt A aR PERT EN MRT ae dk diaaeenisttince wes besitgunrn (ebeencne (estat . 


. sd bes dsehy ret ¥ ae etna} an mn) avy it “ba 
re. io: aie Cone , +; 4 £3 hia: che M ey ay " oa 7 ‘i 
j : P Wha Joe ieee Ue alow 
veiw oi Hie ee tes iY) Werbengle gee Seeing. 
; tas): ain l's oh ead ovr! Gea) ONE let 
5 3 if i a 4 ‘en i@ 
ae, ' bY ‘ 5S BPP ert” Raver eth ay it Bir aie ‘ 
ba yt A é j wi Fae Tih okie % Win 4 mene. PAR wi ath 
fl Y mn ‘ 
j oh ORO AO: Pee 
Uy uy : r 
» a oe, ry vm ’ 
cs : NA Te ‘ sar 
capes id il ei a Hy canines 
ira an 
ss f i] 
ool ow dt, pe, ‘La eae eae a) ogee vas ove hs 
ve ae © 2 . ae ‘ F] hy a 
Pi) eae 
i i. 
é y i \ i es {iL fy 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


APRIL, 1941 AND APRIL, 1942 


(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms) 
Stare hems air spaeetbageeianeretmerneeeepremares nae ee ee 


SS Ea ae Pere eteeeen 


TOTAL SALES eecevn 


eke earkeanreanods} 


lp Women's dresses, coats and suits «-..... bial 3,347,586 3,321,795 

Meeciris’ and infants' wear ..-.... wptiv vi wiubutaty 1,005,887 1,031,395 
WeHosiery and gloves ..c........ sient SON ae tated ee 

Memangerie and COrsets ovevetovroeeevebnevssenny sii 912,979 LOA Tae Lb +14-7 


vel Millinery Poet Ve Boaeteoocugoesr orev envountvreenres 


. 


| 
1,097,414 1,158,159 
| 
| 
| 


533,776 | 465,541 -12+8 
| 
6,897,642 12024, 106 Aigo 
| 


r 
2 5758,086 
| 


9s Women's and children's apparel -- (Total, 1-5). 


le Wen's and boys’ clothing and furnishings oce+s> 


3,150,915 


575476 664,809 tees 5 


3. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations <-> | 


| 

| 

| 

| 

a 
. Smallwares sc 
| 

| 


| 
MERC COAG pa Cr isceeucrvvenscvscrectuevescessall 1,380,658 | 1,644,095 | "9-2 
)s 710,857 807 , 308 +13-6 
Ll. Food and kindred products evecegesrernerercece 2,145,297 20a oR oe z 8.7 
. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 1,338,646 1,416,050 : 5.8 
Mtome furnishings eesoerreversererrrsccedoteare 1,776,044 1,876,179 : 5.6 
4s Household appliances ané- electrical supplies-:> yoass7e | 815,345 + 7+0 

| 

> Hardware and kitchen utensils -reecresereservre 1,249 ,536 1,458,091 +1667 
> Radios, musical instruments and supplies +eres 253,480 289,184 +1441 
ME ear footwoar ceoreevsevercesssececvol| 2,010,212 2,085 ,840 ; 38 
3+ Stationery, books and magazines sererscrerenees 251,453 289,155 +150 
je All other departments, botalerssessevereverereel 2,526,713 2,688,625 + 644 

| | | 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, MAY, 1942 


) Sales of Canadian department stores were 6 per cent higher in May of this 
i than last but were down by 2 per cent from April. Unadjusted indexes of sales (on 
he base 1935-1939 = 100) stand at 146-2 for May, 1942, 144-9 for April, 1942 and at 
3403 for May, 1941+ Cumulative totals for the first five months of 1942 stand 15 per 
sept above the corresponding period of 1941. 


, The index with adjustment for differences in number of business days 
nd for normal seasonal variations stood at 140-5 for May, 1942, lower than in any 
receding month of this year but 9 per cent above the 129-2 recorded in May a year ago. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1 


1941 1942 | 

Mey March April May 
Unadjusted Indexes 134.3 141.1 144.9 142.6 
Adjusted Indexes (a) 12942 156.9 148.5 140.5 


| Regional increases in dollar volume of sales in May, 1942, over May, 1941, 
"ith increases for the first five months of this year over last in brackets, were as 
follows: Maritime Provinces, 1l per cent (20 per cent); Quebec, 9 per cent (17 per cent); 
ntbario, 4 per cent (14 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 3 per cent (13 per cent}; and 
ritish Columbia, 14 per cent (17 per cent). 


DEPARTMENT STORE SAL#S IN CANADA, BY SELZCTED DEPARTMENTS 


Sales of 20 departmental firms which reported May sales by departments aver- 
ged 6 per cent higher than in May, 1941- Decreases of 4 and 10 per cent were recorded 
xy hardware and household appliances departments respectively, but minor increases 
curred in sales of other departments handling household requirements» Furniture sales 
vere up 1 per cent and home furnishings 2 per cent while radio and musical instruments 
gained 9 per cent in the same comparison. Sales of both men's and women's clothing 
increased 10 per cent while footwear sales were 6 per cent greater than in May last years 
sales of food departments averaged 9 per cent higher- 

Rr 
Pi Ottawa department store sales averaged 15 per cent higher in May this year 
ver last. 


Notet The sales indexes given in this bulletin are based on dollar volume of business 
transacted. No adjustments are made for price changes- The indexes do not 


reflect changes in the quantities of goods purchased: 


(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and for normal seasonal 
variations. 
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DEPARTLENT STORE 


LN serena amcor apenas ee 


MAY, 1941 AND MAY, 1942 


(Based on dollar sales of 20 firms) 
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» Girls’ and infants' wear ... 


Shoes and other footwear 


TOTAL, SALES e?eeeeerereeeaeeaeseobeeeneec 
Women's dresses, coats and suits ccccccccvcece 
eee eveezeeruvuesee verde 


Hosiery and gloves oo eer ese eee Rte eoeneeveeveaen db eeeed 
Lingerie and corsets ---.-. 
Millinery SUCMeSeTATE Sie ho. 6 os 6 \e ble eb. 4b & cle ¥ acanblble ahie ee 


Women’s and children*s apparel -- (Total,1-5). 


Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings «-..-+ 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations.-«. 


Piece goods eeeeereverbeoewamevaneer oe aveece@eaverer 


or ee oe eoevoeese8s & 


Smallwares e@eeeeaeae te everevvewe vee 
Food and kindred products evcsccensscorcoverons 
Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 


Oe a ee ene 


Home furnishings eee covers oorereurerunvevresue 


Household appliances and electrical supplies 


Hardware and kitchen utensils 


oe ororaervzreeveonr ue 


Radios, musical instruments and suppliese---. 


-_@eeeeovaerevreveevev eevee? 


Stationery, books and magazines errereeereros 


All other departments, total errcoeceeerecres 


24,519,056 


245905952. 


799 ,832 


1,007,477 


1,088 ,798 


328 ,968 


Bole 026 


2,433,135 


623,342 


1,556,165 


701,673 


2,207,114 


1,574,659 


2,126,184 


904,816 


1,454,403 


261,459 


1,924,608 


244,998 


2,694,474 


2 


SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


906,769 


2,888 ,140 


901,872 


1,108 ,945 


1,168 ,104 


327,904 


6,394,965 


2,675,747 
659,776 
1,736,350 
Til, 200 
2,406,406 
1,594,993 
2,177,825 
814,177 
1,393,600 
284,693 
2,036,241 
283,693 


2,676,737 


q Change, 
1942/41 


+ fog 
- 0-3 
+10+0 
+10-0 
+ 5-8 
+1146 
+10-0 
+ 940 
+13 
+ 204 
-10-0 
~- 4.2 
+ 8.9 
+ 58 
+158 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SaLiS, JUNE, 1942 


| The dollar value of department store sales in Canada in June, 1942, was 12 
ar-cent higher than in the same month last year and declined 2 per cent from Maye Un- 
djusted indexes of sales (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 139-0 for June, 1942, 
4002 for May, 1942, and 123-7 for June, 1941. The average gain in sales during the first 
alf of this year over last amounted to 15 per cent. 


after adjustment for differences in number of business days and for normal 
easonal variations, the index for June stood at 133-5, the decline below May being the 
hird in a series of month-to-month decreases since the indox reached a high peak in 
arch of this yoare The March index was 156-9; April, 148-8, and May, 140-l- 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935-1939 _= 100 


E941 1942 

June April May June 
Unadjusted Indexes Lo3evP eee 142.2 Ne ade 
Adjusted Indexes (a) 12361 148.8 140-1 133-5 


Regional increases in dollar volume of sales in June, 1942, over June, 1941, 
ith increases for the first six months of this year over last in brackets, were as 
ollows: Maritime Provinces, 15 per cent (19 per cent); Quebec, 18 per cent (17 per cent); 
mario, 9 per cent (13 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 9 per cent (12 per cent); and 
ritish Columbia, 22 per cent (19 per cent). 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


Sales cf 17 departmental firms which reported June sales by departments 
vereged 12 per cent higher then in June, 1941. A decrease of 5 per cent occurred in 
ales of household appliances and electrical supplies, but increases were recorded for 
Jl other departments. Furniture sales were up 5 per cent, hardware sales gained 7 per 
ent and home furnishings, 12 per cent, while radios and musical instruments gained 17 
er cent in the samo comparison. Sales of women's clothing were 16 per cent higher while 
en's clothing departments reported improvement of 14 per cent over June a yoar agos 
ootwear sales were 9 per cent greater than in June last years Sales of food departments 
veraged 18 per cent higher. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Ottawa department store sales averaged 21 per cent higher in June this year 
ver lasta 


ote: The sales indexos given in this bulletin are based on dollar volume of business 
transacted. No adjustments are made for price changese The indexes do not 


reflect changes in the quantities of goods purchaseds 


(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and for normal 
seasonal variations. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


————— 


JUNE, 1941 AND JUN3, 1942 


(Based on dollar sales of 17 firms) 


| % Change, 
1942/1941 


; 
TOTAL SALES eeesseesscreresonseeevoseve 225372,701 | 25,016,736 +11.8 


{ 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits eal eiics oe at 2,243,583 2,691,878 +2020 


MeGiris’ and infants’ wearecesreversrecesecoesto Toa goe | 885 ,568 +172 
3e Hosiery and ZlOVeS +o cereeseeeeeeeevverevosce 824 525 962,741 +168 
4. Lingerie and corsets reerseeeeesoveseoscoveecp 1,144,609 Ly2iigo 74 +11.1 
Be Millinery evecevcercenteservecsrvcveesssvecse 281,391 | 288,577 + 206 
6+ Women’s and children's apparel -- (Total ,1-5)_ 5,249,735 | 6.100158 +16+2 
1. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ira 2,486,020 2,025,723 41367 
8 Drugs and toilet articles and ren 590,602 672,374 +13-8 
9 Piece ZOOdS cerrrreeaereercs PER e Ste scalars Lago the ed Ll oOlwsie any 
MME TIWALOS rerrccrccrcccevrerrrrterereeserter 646 ,658 


762 ,334 +179 
lly Food and kindred products esreerereeresereorall 1,865,569 2,203,518 +18 +1 


12. Furniture (including mattrocses and springs)«| 1,388,598 1,460,085 + 5el 


13. Home furnishings pCR evr eorrvresroveonervvovrversed 1,666,958 


| 


| 1,866,564 412.0 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies. 109 745 674,076 ek! 


15+ Hardware and kitchen utensils PRES SEER 1,147 ,OL7 Leela tol ss 665 
4 Q 
16- Radios, musical instruments and supplies a 241,402 201,170 mae 5 
| 
17+ Shoes and other footwear NENA 1,899,670 2,068 ,244 + 89 
| +2328 
18+ Stationery, books and magazines ae 230,510 285,469 3 
i 2 ,862 + 201 
19- All other departments, total -rrrrereerrreerl 2,735,970 2,793 
! | 
i ' 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTIENT STORE SALES, JULY, 1942 


Retail sales in Canadian department stores during July, 1942, were 10 per 
higher than in the same month last year and declined 20 per cent from Junee Unad- 
ed indexes of sales (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 11243 for July, 1942, 

5 for June, 1942, and 102-2 for July, 1941. Sales during the first seven months of 
year averaged 14 per cent higher than in the corresponding period a year ago» 


The index for July, 1942 when adjusted for differences in number of business 
and for normal seasonal variations stood at 145-1, approximately on a par with the 
age index for the year to date but considerably higher than the June index of 134-0. 
sted indexes for earlier months of this year were as follows: March, 156-9; April, 
3; and May, 140-1. 


INDEXES OF TH DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935-1939 = 100 


1941 1942 
July May June July 
Unadjusted Indexes 102.2 142+2 139-5 112-3 
Adjusted Indexes (a) 12965 = tse ry 134-0 145-1 


Regional increases in dollar volume of sales in July, 1942, over July, 
with increases for the first seven months of this year over last in brackets, were 
ollows: Maritime Provinces, 7 per cent (18 per cent); Quebec, 11 per cent (16 per 
: Ontario, 8 per cent (13 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 12 per cent (12 per cent); 
British Columbia, 13 per cent (18 per cent). 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELSOTHD DEPARTIENTS 


A departmental breakdown of sales reported by 18 firms revealed an average 
ease of 9 per cent in July of this year over last. Increases occurred in the sales 
ll departments with the exception of household appliances and electrical supplies, 

@ sales declined ? per cent and in the miscellaneous departments where a 6 per cent 
ease was recordede Radio and musical instrument sales in department stores gained 
er cent over July of last year but sales of other durable goods in the household 
held to within a narrow margin of the sales in the corresponding month last year» 
jture sales gained 1 per cent, hardware sales were up 4 per cent and home furnishings, 
recent. Sales of women's clothing were 20 per cent higher, men's clothing deparv- 
8 recorded improvement of 14 per cent and footwear sales gained 16 per cent over 
last years Sales of food departments were 8 per cent highere 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
: Ottawa department store sales averaged 29 per cent higher in July this year 
ast. 


are based on dollar volume of business 


? The sales indexes given in this bulletin i : 
for price changes» The indexes do not 


transacted» No adjustments are made 

reflect changes in the quantities of goods purchaseds 
(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and for normal 
seasonal variations. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN GANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


JULY, 1941 AND JULY, 1942 


(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms) 


% Change, 
1942/1941 


1 i 
TOTAL SALES eee ee 20 ,139 463 7 9+0 
Women's dresses, coats and suits os detect 1,470,711} 1,885,619 +28.2 
i 
Girts' and infants' wear tthe evereesceceeeresooall colar 626 ,889 421-0 
Hosiery and gloves en ae ee oat Gai. 733,196 +11-9 
, - 
| : 
Lingerie and corsets crrre-scevesecne vs oe ees 4 ise 1, 0519417 +11.7 
rH i p 
! 
Millinery NE 6 FP oo ol aitgeatt 126 , 664) Lage ii +13-0 
Ni 5 
Women’s and children's apparel -- (Total, 1-5)e fl 30712267] 4,440,232 | +19+6 
| i | 
| t fuss 
len's and boys' clothing and furnishings et 1,804,512) 2,063,192 +1463 
: | ee 
; H 5 ‘ : i 20 162! 642 614 4 8.9 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations say | 59 *: eyes 
Piece goods aoe 0 goose ev weer eve oVevwsereosternseacge seed 1,424,585 Looping 745 +h] 5 
Pes 
Be riwares Saas sou, 724 668 ,058 ; 412-9 
Food and kindred products Fr eee eed ee Velowet yt é 7-8 
4 | | 
| li see ep: + 0 
2. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) ++») 1,324, 632) 1,323,435 1 
; i | 
: Harti ; 
= t { 1 + 2s 
se nome furnishings ae bestia 1,4 G3 S 1 
es . 55 609,52 - 70 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies | 55,018) 74929 U 
: 
4 
i. f f 44.971 83.58 + 4.1 
l5- Hardware and kitchen utensils earcnaaenon ss nite | 983 1599 | ; 
f f | 
4 
, if 2 40) 266,054 +15°7 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies Ea aaa 2937 505 
. 3 Hl 1,228,520} 1,426,978 416.2 
l7+ Shoes and other footwear iad. ge Ee x : 
i i 
A 
_ 4 ; en ae 249,118 +16-4 
lO« Stationery, books and magazines e*rrrs**"" | | 
. 3 AL 2,526,204] 2,363,069 - 6-1 
L . AL 1 other departnents, total metals. 6. bie SUN P WO Oe ASS | 5 ] | 3 9 
| | 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, AUGUST, 1942 


| The dollar volume of sales in Canadian department stores in August, 1942, 
is 3 per cent greater than in August, 1941, and advanced ll per cent from July of this 
gars Unddjusted sales indexes (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 124-5 for August, 
142 112-6 for July; 1942; and 120.4 for August, 1941- Total sales for the first eight 
ihe of the current year were 13 per cent above those for the corresponding period of 
4st year: 


The small increase in August this year over last reflects the heavy volume 
f sales in August, 1941, rather than a falling off in August business this year- This 
; shown in the substantial upward movement in the index adjusted for differences in 
mber of business days and for normal seasonal movements between July and August of this 
gare The adjusted index for the month under review at 151-6 was higher than at any time 
ince March of this year and compares with the 145-4 recorded in the immediately preceding 
ynth of July- 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPALRIMSNT STORE SALES, 1935 ~- 1939 = 100 


1941 1942 
hugust June July _ August 
Unadjusted indexes 120-4 139.65 112.6 12465 
Adjusted indexes (a) 146-1 134-0 145-4 151-6 


Regional percentage changes in dollar volume of department store sales in 
gust this year compared with last are given below.e Increases for the first eight 
onths of this year over last are shown in brackets: Maritime Provinces, -O«7 per cent 
+1501 per cent); Quebec, +6-6 per cent (+15-1 per cent); Ontario, -0-4 per cent (+1009 
er cent); Prairie Provinces, +4-6 per cent (411.1 per cent); British Columbia, +11.4 per 


ent (+17-0 per cent). 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


Sales of 19 departmental firms which reported a breakdown of Sales averaged 
per cont higher in August this yeer over last» Declines in sales of most durable goods 
ere more than offset by gains in clothing, footwear, dry goods, drugs, food and radio 
nd music departmentse Sales of men's clothing were 9 per cent higher, women's clothing 
ecorded a gain of 8 per cent, while footwear sales were 12 per cent above August, 1941. 
rug departments reoorted sales 8 per cent higher and food departments recorded a gain of 
per cents Although radio and musical instrument sales averaged 12 per cent higher in 
ugust this year over last, sales of other departments handling household lines recorded 
eclines in the same comparison. Furniture sales were down 8 per cent; home furnishings, 
per cent; household appliances and electricel supplies, 5 per cent and hardware, 3 per 
ente 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
Sales of Ottawa departmont stores were 24 per cent higher in August this 
ear than last. 


are based on dollar volume of busineegs 
for price changes: The indexes do not 
goods pur chased. 


ote: The sales indexes given in this bulletin 
transacted. No adjustments are made 
reflect changes in the quantities of 


(2) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and for normal 


seasonal variations» 
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i DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


AUGUST, 1941 AND AUGUST, 1942 


(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms) 


A 


TOTAL SALES POST CCFC CHEERS CRE R ECO DEDeELCceeNeO? 


Women's dresses, coats and suits --secscocvccces 1,842,560 


MEP od Tfants’ Wear 4. reese cerccvvedovrarene 


630,071 


Hosiery and gloves SP SVeOevreecaeceCeCH BPE eewVe Cae Ee Bo 


1,097,513 


Lingerie and corsets -eeresese--- ee cewvars cea’ 


811,338 


Millinery @eeerveaeeeorweeoaeoeveaeeee ew eeeereeresrveevreeene8 224,677 


Women's and children's apparel -- (Total,1-5)... |] 4,006,159 


Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings ---.... || 1,899,592 


605,635 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations «eee. 


1,786,923 


Piece goods CCS CRED ERLE EOTEHEFES OSC EB EFT O REESE 


Smallwares CCC oeoe eee OH OFe BOE THO H HOLT EHEE HEH HHH EO 666,385 


Food and kindred products eoereeneeeoneser HP oeeoere 1,990,508 


2,005 ,435 


Furniture (including mattresses and springs)--- 


1,725,315 


Home furnishings peeeenesereere oeeesareres ovoececene 


Household appliances and electrical supplies ~ 736,300 


88 
Hardware and kitchen utensils «--r+cserr erereree 971,003 


: 274,446 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies «+++: 14, 


1 326,502 


| Shoes and other footwear -errrserrcerrrerererse’ 


) , ; 264,217 
Stationery, books and magazines -+rer+***"" 


) ofl 2,551,100 
| AlL other departments, total «sscsrrercoveerer® p91, 


August August 
i ts 
P1,410,480 {21,990,426 


2,424, 343 


674,444 


151,915 


910,400 


189 ,943 


4,951,045 


2,064,448 


656,549 


1,921, 384 


705,000 


2,053,644 


1,836,492 


1,650,965 


697,625 


944,903 


306,251 


1,479,925 


291.5533 


2,430,662 


fetuses me Change, 
1942/1942 


2 yt 
+31+6 
+ 790 
~3165 
+12 +2 
-1565 
i (he) 
+ 867 


+ 864 


+10.3 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, SEPTEMBER, 1942 


) Canadian department store sales in September, 1942 were 12 per cent greater 
an in September, 1941, and 22 per cent above the preceding month of Auguste Unadjusted 
dexes (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 15466 for September, 1942, 126-7 (x) for 
gust, 1942, and 138-6 for September, 1941- Sales in the first nine months of this year 
eraged 13 per cent higher than in the January to September period in 1941. 


The adjusted index of sales, which takes into account differences in number 
‘business days and seasonal variations, stood at 152-4, slightly lower than the 154-3 (x) 
corded in August of this year and up 12 per cent over the index of 136-6 in September of 
st year- 
INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


1941 1942 
September July August September 
Unadjusted indexes 138.6 112.6 126+7 154-6 
Adjusted indexes (a) 136+6 145.4 15463 152-4 


Regiona? increases in dollar volume of department. store sales in September 
lis year compared with last are given below- Increases for the first nine months of this 
i over last are shown in brackets: Maritime Provinces, 13-4 per cent (15-1 per cent); 
bec, 18-3 per cent (15-6 per cent); Ontario, 13-2 per cent (11-6 per cent); Prairie 
‘ovinces, 3-4 per cent (10-2 per cent); British Columbia, 149 per cent (16-8 per cent) 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALHS IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


| Gains of 20 per cent in sales of piece goods and stationery were the largest 
ong those recorded by individual departments- Women's apparel sales were up 17 per 
mt by virtue of heavy demand for dresses, coats, suits ard junior wear- Men's clothing 
corded a gain of 14 per cent while footwear sales gained 10 per cent. Food sales were 
) by 6 per cent from September, 1941+ A decline of 6 per cent in sales of household 
pliances was the only decrease among departmental results, other household lines record~ 
ig increases ranging from 1 to 7 per cent. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


DEPARTMENT S1LORS oAbbo JN eee 
Sales of Ottcowa department stores were 23 per cent higher in Sertember this 
sar than last. 


rte: The sales indexes given in this bulletin are based on dollar volume of business 
transacted» No adjustments are made for price changes The indexes do not 
reflect changes in the quantities of goods purchaseds 


(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and for normal 
seasonal variations: 


(x) Revised. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTLENTS 


SEPTEMBER, 1941 AND SEPTEMBER, 1942 


(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms) 


September September 


1941 f 1942 
: : 
26,068,292 } 28,890,964 | 


%, Change, 
1942/1941 


| 
TOTAL SALES Teese nev en een eenereverssenvasivece ll 
| 
t 


+ 10.8 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits wheter cenneeeeee| 2,678,017 3,246,840 | + 21-2 
: & 
9. Girls’ and infants’ wear Gf GE ET neg ra 1,191,965 1,495,510 + 2565 
a Hosiery and BLOVES terresereveecsereeverensessere| £120,762 a by he a + 469 
| ; 
4. Lingerie and corsets oe apne ars ara 4,013',339 1,162,730 | + 16«7 
| | 
Se Millinery Rete Scat So Cae Sk See | 438,963 433,692 me Vee 
| 
6» Women's and children's apparel -- (Total, 1-5) .«. a ae 
7: Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings «+++-++-f 3,099,677 | 3,518,106 | + 1345 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ree 6355355 683,361 | + 7-6 
| 
9 Piece goods ig Scns 1p ig Gia baa ed SA RR 2,006,438 2,406,720 Ga 19-9 
; i 
10. Smallwares Bs 5S Sere TGs LN oon e Keun ceva Tey 833,002 953,010 | + 14-4 
ll. Food and kindred products 24 Sag m9 2,061,049 Dake 9258 + 64 
! 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) +++} 1,575,167 1,678,974 | + 66 
13. Home furnishings sone 1,895,868 | 1,962 ,676 + 365 
} { 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies aa 942,315 | 886,231 | - 6+0 
| 6 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ee 973,035 978,175 + O- 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies eed 384,815 | 411,848 | + 7-0 
lf. Shoes and other footwear ere sere 1,936,167 | 2,120,918 : 9°5 
| 
ay : 
18. Stationery, books and magazines ai ciara eae 449,761 | “AO 213 20 1 
{ 
5 | 64 + 6. 
19. All other departments, total eer tee Seon. => ae 2,832,598 | 3,023, 7 7 
| | | 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, OCTOBER, 1942 


The dollar value of department store sales in Canada in October, 1942, aver= 
ged 14 per cent higher than in October of last year and 18 per cent above September, 
942. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935=1939 = 100) stood at 182-0 for October, 1942, 
5469 for September, 1942, and 160-0 for October, 1941. During the first ten months of 
his yoar, sales were up 13 per cent over the corresponding period a year ago» 


After adjustment for differences in number of business days and for normal 
easonal variations, the index for October, 1942, stood at 153-1 maintaining approximately 
he same level which existed during August and September of this year and l2 per cent 
bove the index of 136-5 in Oetober, 1941. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUZ OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


1941 1942 
October August September October 
Unadjusted indexes 160 +0 1269 15409 182-0 
Adjusted indexes (a) 136.5 154.5 152+7 153+1 


Increases over October, 1941, for various regions of the country, with 
ncreases for the year to date in brackets, were as follows: Maritime Provinces, 16 per 
ent (15 per cent); Quebec, 13 per cent (16 per cent); Ontario, 7 per cent (11 per cent); 
rairie Provinces, 18 per cent (11 per cent); British Columbia, 26 per cent (18 per cent). 


DEPARTMENT STOR SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


le Sales of 20 departmental firms which reported sales by departments averaged 
2 per cent higher in October this year over last. Stationery departments recorded an 
utstanding gain of 25 per cent» Increases in sales of women's clothing, men's clothing 
nd footwear departments were about the same as those recorded for September and amounted 
0 17 per cent, 14 per cent and 9 per cent respectively» Food sales in department stores 
rere up by 11 per cent and drug sales advanced 12 per cent over October, 1941, while 
mereases in piece goods and smallwares were 14 and 15 per cent respectively+ Radio and 
sic departments recorded a substantial increase of 19 per cent, while furniture sales 
re 12 per cent higher and home furnishings sales were up by 6 per cent» Hardware sales 
fell off 3 per cent and household appliances salos were 17 per cent lower than in October 
. year BL0e 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 28 per cent higher in October this 
sar than last. 


lote: The sales indexes given in this bulletin are based on dollar volume of business 
transacted» No adjustments are made for price changese The indexes do not 


reflect changes in the quantities of goods purchased» 


(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and for norme.l 


seasonal variations: 
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DEPARTMENT 


STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


OCTOBER, 1941 AND OCTOBER, 1942 


(Based on dollar sales of 20 firms) 


a aan cece 

TOTAL SALES SAPO SR O08 SRO BR O's 0169 OP Vie FG's O08 
Semomen's dresses, coats and suits oevecvecreccccee 
7 Girls’ and infants' wear Coe ereoneereeneabeeserxneens 
: Hosiery and gloves «... 


eee eroreerner ree ereenrsrenearee 


|. Lingerie and corsets o---+ee-- 


"-@eeeereeaeageaeoaeneee 


ye Millinery Ci a 


3. Women's and children's apparel -~ (Total, 1-5)... 
1, Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings «ersse. 
3. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations «ees 
}+ Piece goods ON loin Te td Ree dhe acd 
PEO LLWALES cecccerenearreseceseseveyvectraereseses 
Le Food and kindred products cesecsecreverscvarvees 
» Furniture (including mattresses and springs) -+- 
3s Home Furnishings cecrerrccccerecvrvsveceveresees 
+s Household appliances and electrical supplies «++ 
+ Hardware and kitchen utensils gre hacne gle nor 
D4 Radios, musical instruments and supplies seeoeedl 
I+ Shoes and other footwear ceeceseeecncrorreoseres 


Re Stationery, books and magazines ee ee ee 


+ All other Beparpments, total «sererereswererser® 


1,468,447 


1,369,085 


1,230,555 | 


398 ,526 


4,013,048 


691,420 


2,259,370 


1,007 ,709 


2,315,096 


1,551,478 


2,104,481 


946,613 


1,005,046 


406,164 


2,097,017 


375,561 


2,904,829 


= Ss 


October 
1941 


1,785,274 | 


1,529,146 


1,406,567 


460,904 | 


Vice 


4,583,526 


176,993 


2,576,014 


T7156 626 


2,562,006 


1,730 ,607 


cysel| veg 


190 5237 


977,912 


482 415 


2 5294,557 


470,491 


34294 ,147 


October | 
1942 


35990,211 | 


% Change, 
1942/1941 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, NOVEMBER, 1942 


Canadian department stores reported dollar volume of business 22 per cent 
greater in November this year than in November a2 year ago, and sales were up 5 per cent 
from the preceding month of October. The gain over November, 1941, was the largest 
recorded in comparisons for corresponding months of this year and last since the 26 per 
cent increase recorded for March. The pronounced increase over November, 1941 took place 
notwithstanding the fact that there were five Saturdays in November, 1941, and only four 
Saturdays in November of this year. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) 
stood at 189.9 for November, 1942, 181.8 for October, 1942, and 155.4 for November, 1941. 
Sales in the first eleven months of this year averaged 14 per cent greater than in the 
similar period of 1941. 


The adjusted index moved sharply upward and, standing at 170-7 for the: 
month under review, exceeded by a considerable margin the previous high peak of 156.9 
recorded in March of this year. 


SI 


_ INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


1941 — 1942 

November = September October November 
Unadjusted indexes 15504 15409 181-8 18969 
Adjusted indexes (a) 137«6 L52<7 15269 170-7 


Increases over November, 1941, for various regions of the country, with 
increases for the year-to-date in brackets, were as follows: Maritime Provinces, 25 per 
cent (16 per cent); Quebec, 27 per cent (17 per cent); Ontario, 18 per cent (12 per cent); 
Prairie Provinces, 22 per cent (12 per cent); British Columbia, 26 per cent (19 per cent)- 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


Sales of 21 departmental firms which reported sales by departments averaged 
21 per cent higher in November, 1942, than in the same month last year+ Although sales 
of hardware and of household appliances recorded only minor gains of 1 and 5 per cent 
respectively, increases of 37 per cent in sales of radio and music departments, 36 per 
cent in sales of furniture departments and 27 per cent in sales of home furnishings were 
among the largest reported for various departmental groupingse Sales of women s clothing 
and apparel increased 26 per cent, while men's clothing sales were 21 per cent higher. 
ootwear sales were 10 per cent above November, 1941. A gain of only 2 per cent in sales 
of food departments was accounted for by the fact that there were only four Saturdays 
in November this year as compared with five Saturdays in the corresponding month of last 
year. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


4 Sales of Ottawa department stores were 37 per cent higher in November this 
year than last» 


in are based on dollar volume of business 


Note: is bullet 
®: The sales indexes given in this bu eh aeence ae Ad 


transacted. No adjustments are made for price changes. 
reflect changes in the quantities of goods purchased. 


_ ta) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and for normal 
seasonal variations:« 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


NOVEMBER , 1941 AND NOVEMBER, 3.942 
(Based on dollar sales of 21 firms) 


SS ne 


i FE ee Ee ET Co TE EE ORE ERT as 
November {| November %, Change, 
Boeke = 39488 1942/1941 


Bl EE emer r ret ei eres ewsennsceces sence 28,650,018 | 34,509,421 | 7 420. 


} 


t 


| 
Women's dresses, coats and suits cecurcesvercco 3,015,614 | 3,911,381 4+29+7 
| | 7 
Girls: and infants: wear snip Rnwisla sear ¥ mo vals y Fal 1,249,021 1,576,282 +2661 
= j 
. Hosiery and gloves ee ey ae fae a Se Se eee ae ee 1,416,107 | 1,665,116 ¥ +17°6 
a ie 
} Lingerie and corsets Rowe eens d< sae Valve eboney ¢ of kee 5] .4e5 | sy) (ee | +238 
| Ry 
M llinery Re erro Ses bes Stee real 313,845 | 395,232 t 42509 
| | : 
f 


— 


ss Women's and children's apparel -- (Total, 1-5)«j| 7,252,812 | 9,105,122 | +25. 


ome 4,910,836 | +21lel 


Se tied! 
ee a Tene sae 


1: Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings renee | 
| 
3. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations “| 765 ,000 | 9305973 | +2167 
» Piece goods --errneerreee Ne cista lens tat | 97 2,466,998 +2324 
Ly a - 
| , 
0 Smallwares CoAT COE TPA A OS A Re 2 1,105,996 15349 ,510 +2069 
2,522,757 2,502 5255 + 264 


» Food and kindred products «+rorrsoreveeeenvceoec! 


urniture (including mattresses and springs) +e 


Lob le 75S +3508 


| 
Home furnishings Raaptenteecensnenesnerengs® t Ht 42700 
Household appliances and electrical supplies <e + 504 
+t 160 
adios, musical instruments and supplies »++cee Soy eeko 485 ,356 Tales 

' 
mAOeS and other footwear «cersheeveresrrevoeesesr HBR RTS ye 2,490,299 ; i 926 


533,613 


4» Stationery, book: and magazines -+--errrrreere® 


682 , 304 $2769 


3,364,862 } 4,171,052 424.0 


| 


' 
eg ee SE OE 


All other departments, total tee eek ee Cees ee O49 


1,723,261. | 2,108,322 
| 634,081 668 , 366 
i Rardware and kitchen utensils haha 916,944 926,280 
| 
| | 
4 
| | 
| 
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: PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, DECEMBER, 1942 


Department store sales, including the mail order departments of department 
LOS, recorded only a minor gain of 1 per cent in December, 1942 over December, 1941 
ording to index numbers of dollar sales computed from returns received from all the. 
irger departmental firms in the country. The unadjusted index of sales on the base 
5-1939 = 100 stands at 241.2 for December, 1942, 187-4 for November, 1942 and at 23942 
December, 1941- 


The increase of 1 per cent between December, 1941 and December, 1942 compares 
yh much larger gains recorded in earlier months. Sales during the first half of 1942 
mraged 15 per cent higher than during the corresponding period of 1941 with increases 

rp the first and second quarters standing at 22 per cent and 9 per cent respectively. 

les for the third quarter of 1942 were 9 per cent above the corresponding period of 1941, 
tober sales were up 14 per cent and November, 22 per cent» Sales for the calendar year 
h2 were 12 per cent above the preceding twelve-month period: 


After adjustment for number of business days and for normal seasonal movements 
he seasonally adjusted index of sales stands at 1464 for December compared with 168-5 
r November, 152-9 for October and 152-7 for September- 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALeS, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


1941 1942 
December October November December 
Unadjusted indexes 2392 181.8 187°4 24142 
Adjusted indexes (a) , 145-8 Heng 168 «5 14644 


| Results for three of the five economic divisions of the country for which 

hly sales indexes are computed reported increased sales over December, 1941+ British 

ja sales were 14 per cent higher, the Prairie Provinces recorded an increase of 5 

nt and Quebec sales were up by 5 per cent» Identical declines of 6 per cent occurred 

he Maritime Provinces and Ontario- Increases occurring in various regions of the coun- 

for the year 1942 over the preceding year were as follows: Maritime Provinces, 13 per 

mt; Quebec, 15 per cent; Ontario, 9 per cent; Prairie Provinces, ll per cent and British 

jolumbia, 18 per cent. . 

ie DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 

| Sales of 21 departmental firms which reported sales by departments were 

fractionally lower in December, 1942, than in December, 1941, although minor gains were 

corded by half of the individual departments contained in the summary, Men's clothing, 

department sales were 3 per cent lower, sales of women's clothing departments.increased 

jy 3 per cent and footwear sales were 14 per cent below December, 1941. Stationery de- \ 
rtments recorded a sales increase of 9 per cent, drug sales advanced 6 per cent, while 

piece goods, smallwares and food departments recorded gains of 3 or 4 per cent respective- 
ly) The trend in sales of the various household departments was mixed, home furnishings 

and furniture departments recording increases of 11 and 1 per cent respectively as 

4 ared with declines of 4 per cent in radio and music departments and 14 per cent in 

doth household appliances and hardware departmentse 


DEPARTMENT. STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 20 per cent higher in Secember, 
than in Decombor, 1941- 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


DECEMBER, 1942 AND DECEMBER, 1942 


(Based on dollar sales of 21 firms) 


Oe Noh 


ae em 


| December December - Change, 
} 1941 1942 1942/1941 
TD t 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS Seeeeressoseceset 45,077,370 | 44,876,716 - 0-4 
| 
» Women's dresses, coats and suits terereveoonvoo# 3,544,726 3,970,058 +12-.0 
/ Girls' and infants’ wear ....... erereeeeeereevel 1,789,170 1,756,275 Pi ss 
js Hosiery and Gloves corserereereveererscnsvveces 2,544,300 2,514,676 eg Hi 
Li 
\; Lingerie and corsets PPO RHEHO TH AEKAEOR EME ED OES 2 5429 4759 2 (320s pee - 4.2 
it | 
| 
je Millinery seceseerecssrrecsececcesecenebsnberee| 288 ,829 330,228 +14. 3 
’ | ; 
‘ , : 
: Women's and children's apparel -~ (Total,1-5)+-j} 10,596;784 | 10,899,759 | +269 _ 
| . | ; 
J» Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings ++-++-l] 6,228,977 6,072,531 = 205 
3, Drugs and toilet articles and preparations +...» 1,846,303 LeoAT O94: | rahe 5 
Ye Piece goods seeowmaeorrreee here o verona egehesHpogaonvueoveeve 2,586,682 2,658,227 + 2.8 
| { 
0. §Smallwares 2 OTA SE DOVE! ARE CIE li il a CL SA Sad Rd ia IR JT de 2 2002 050 2,074,430 + 346 
| 
l« Food and kindred productsrererescererevesvveres 3,443,859 3,269,461 + 4.0 
2, Furniture (including mattresses and springs) --]} 1,481,077 1,502 ,393 + 1-4 
3. Home furnishings Ceovreeor ror eaeounereser oreo enargren® PRN ANS IOR ES tip' 2 549,428 +10.6 
44 Household appliances and electrical supplies carl 852,316 735 3356 -13-7 
5« Hardware and kitchen utensils sescecseesooeceee |] 1,175,544 | 1,010,752 “1460 
6+ Radios, musical instruments and supplies +++ers 637,640 609,762 = ee 
Te Shoes and other footwear ooreormenecunvewseosenorees 3,360, 380 2,905,246 =Lie5 
62 + 8, 
8. Stationery, books and magazines cerrrrceeerever 1,468,088 1,593,802 5.6 
- 4.46 
ML othor departments, total «ver -+ serreeerre: 7,391,975 7,048,415 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE S/LES, JANUARY, 1 
The dollar value of department store sales in Canada during January, 1943, 
ined 7 per cent from January of last year and was 56 per cent lower than in the 
omth of December, 17942, a reduction substantially greater than the normal recession 
rom the heavy Christmas trade- The decrease below January, 1942, follows a slight 
advance recorded in December, 1942 over 1941, and is in contrast with the increases 
‘recorded in corresponding-month comparisons for earlier periods. A portion of the decline 
‘below January, 1942, can be attributed to the occurrence of one more business day in 


January a year ago, while shortages in many lines of merchandise in popular demand play 


q 


J te 


an increasingly important part in restricting consumer purchases. Unadjusted indexes, 
i the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 107-2 for January; 1943, 115.2 for January, 1942, 
and 241-6 for December, 1942. 


The adjusted sales index, taking into account differences in number of 
‘business days and also making allowance for normal seasonal movements, stood at 147-4 
for January, 1943, as compared with 146.6 in December, 1942, and 151-1 in January a year 
880+ 


oa 


A INDEXES OF THs DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORS SaLeS. 1935 ~ 1939 = 100 
x. ' 1942 LP eed ie ey is ee 
Ml January November December vanuary 
ae. . 
Unadjusted indexes 1152 18764 24146 10752 
Adjusted indexes (a) 151.1 168-5 1466 14764 


Of the five regions of the country for which sales indexes are computed, 
only British Columbia recorded a gain over January, 1942, sales in that province averaging 
lper cent hisher-e Ontario sales declined by 12 per cent while decreases in other 
regions were as follows: 6 per cent in the Mar’iize Provinces, 5 per cent in the Prairie 
Provinces and 4 per cent in Quebec. 
DEPARTMENT STORE SAIES IN CANADA BY SSLECTED DEPsRTNENTS 
An average decline of 8 per cent was recorded in sales of 18 firms which 
reported departmental totals. Gains of 8 per cent in sales of stationery departments 
and 1 per cent in sales of women's apparel were the only advances recorded over January, 
1942, The most pronounced declines were those shown for departments specializing in, 
durable household goods. Sales of household appliances and electrical supplies fell off 
by 32 per cent, furniture sales were down 29 per cent, while decreases iA 24 per cent 
occurred both in sales of hardware departments and radio and music departments. ss ae 
of home furnishings were only fractionally lower than in January, iene Sales of men's 
clothing dropped 7 per cent with footwear sales averaging 14 Pee Cee lowere Food and 
drug departments rsported sales down by 3 and 4 per cent respectively. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTT:vA 


p . t Hat ahaa hy 
Sales in Ottawa department. stores were 18 per cent higher in January this 
year over last. 


Note: The sales indexes given in this bulletin are based on dollar TOs ae ee spreaete 
transacted. No adjustments are made for price cuenta 3% 5 The indexes do no 
reflect changes in the quantities of goods purcnassue 


(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and for normal 
seasonal variationss 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CaNADA, BY SELECTED DZPARTLENTS 
JANUARY, 1942 AND JANUARY, 1943 


(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms) 
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i 
' 
January 


January 4 Change, 
1942 1943 1943/1942 


ere ee 


TOTAL SALS, ALL DEPARTMENTS ......., a reeees 

Nomen's dresses, coats and suits .--ereeveeeee 4 1,802 /403.4, 2,012,500 411.7 
Girls’ and infants' wear ica eg 569 ,202 | 592 ,694 + 461 
Hosiery slo ehasta's/ va 'e's so ves tae acéeee due 822 ,973 782,261 - 4.9 


Lingerie and COPSOTS errceereeooerceserooeccvoer}, 1,146,825 977,800 


Sentara arte eye dn arpa 


132,597 137,955 


Millinery eoreeeevperer er oes ep r>eeev es ee eoeeenpeseveveovoec 


Women's and children's apparel -- (Total, 1-5) sll 4,474,000. 4,504,210 


1,350,952 1,157,156 ~14-3 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations «e-+-| 724,856 695 5367 - 4.1 
4 
Piece goods ee 2,265,243 1 OT G2 -13.0 
on Smallwares SRS IORTISAP a hire te) | 2 eM Biecene ha Fla dle ele eespeses 880, 346 800,972 be 9-0 
| 
l. Food and kindred products ee | 2,268 ,247 2,198,413 - 3-1 
: { 
2. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) oe ol Eeoo L720 989,574 -28.9 
3+ Home furnishings eee 1.329 4) 1,324,411 oe 0-4 
Household appliances and electrical supplies “| 598 ,686 408,772 ~31¢7 
| 
624,524 | -2443 
| 
6» Radios, musical instruments and supplies eae 39553592 300 ,044 ~24e1 
| 


Shoes and other footwear oe-srerreetvercensvarere 


336,475 361,580 53 7+5 


9» Stationery, books and magazines «+++ strrrerts 


j 
1. Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings on 2,043,290 1,905,322 
f 
: 
i 
| 
i 
2,228,492 ! 2.136 eeue a4 4.2 


Hardware and kitchen utensils eecscreerseevercosee 824 513 
other departments, total ee 
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7 PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE S\LES, FEBRUARY, 1943 


Se ates 


iq Sales of Canadian department stores averaged 8 per cent higher in February 
this year over last and recorded a similar gain over January, 1943. The reversal in 
trend compared with January, when sales fell 7 per cent below those for January, 1942, 
was reflected in results for the various departments and zl1so for the different regions 
of the country. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 116-1 for 
February, 1943, 107-4 for February, 1942 and 107.5 for January, 1943- 


After making allowances for differences in number of business days and for 
normal seasonal variations, the index for February, 1943, stood at 154-3, or on a par 

a the average index for the late summer and early fall months of last years Indexes 
for the three preceding months were as follows: 147>8 for January, 1943; 146-6 for Decem-~ 
per, 1942, and 168.5 for November, 1942. 


LOT LE LTT SE TTT TE 


A742 dpe Fee RR D-H sencea Tee 

February December January. February 
Unadjusted indexes 10704 241-6 107 °5 116-1 
| Adjusted indexes (a) 142.8 146-6 147 «8 15493 
a Sales in all regions of the country were greater in February this year ‘” 


last- Gains were not sufficient in the cases of the Maritime Provinces and Ontario to 
overcome declines which occurred in January with the result that cumulative totals for 
‘the first two months of this year in those two sections were lower than in the same 
months of last years Per cent changes in February this year over last for the various 
regions with results for the twoemonth period in brackets, were as follows: Maritime 
Provinces, 5 per cent (-O«4 per cent}; Quebec, 8 per cent (42-0 per cent); Ontario, 6 
per cent (-3-3 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 10-0 per cent (+23 per cent) and British 
Columbia, 13 per cent (+7.2 per cent). 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


The total volume of sales in February, 1943 for those department stores 
which reported a breakdown of sales by departments averaged 6 per cent above February, 
1942. A lower coverage is used in this breakdown summary than is used in the construction 
of the index numbers and this accounts for the difference in the comparisons shown for 
the two series. Increases in sales of women's clothing and footwear departments were 
outstanding, although substantial increases occurred in February  ompared with February 
& year ago for many departments which had reported declines in Januaryr The major 
declines recorded in January of this year compared with last for furniture, household 
appliances and electrical supplies and for radios, musical instruments and supplies were 
modified in February although sales for these departments were still considerably below 
the level of last years Sales of home furnishings were 6 per cent higher in February 
of this year than last. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales in Ottawa department stores were 24 per cent higher in February this 
year than last. 


Note: The sales indexes given in this bulletin are based on dollar bata of business 
transacted. No adjustments are made for price changes» The indexes do not 
reflect changes in the quantities of goods pur chaseds 


(a) Adjusted to allow for differences in number of business days and for normal 
| seasonal variations: 
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DEPARTME 


FEBRUARY, 1942 AND FEBRUARY, 1943 _ 


(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms including mail order houses) 


ae February % Change, 


| | 1943 1943/1942 
| . ? : > : 
TOTAL SALES, ALL ama ACCP “ 
| « 
| 


le Women's dresses, coats and suits ee eee ae ETS | 1,581,338 2,207 259 +396 

: ! 
| | 

Qe Girls’ and infants! wear sad ee deh teA paperita padi 523,617 671,086 | +2842 
anid 

3. Hosiery and gloves co ae | 784,648 837,038 : + 667 

: | 

4, Lingerie and Corsets --+ere eerecdsserevoccecccvens | 913,225 970 ,544 | ie 

5e Millinery eee criceetneteeencencensceee 132 ,687 send 4305 
| 3,935,515. 4,859.0 2 \ 


6. Women's and children's apparel -- (Total, 1-5) ««-, 


1 1 7925273) cos lok 


Men's and beys' clothing and furnishings.ccoreeeree 
724,855 


9» Piessa goods ee a ee S888 SS FO ae eee RE Oe Fee 1,852,921 


10° Smallwares @a#eecreeooengoeovne verter eoereeoeoeHeeoHeevOeoeenees + Sel 


2 sla4yhl9s tb) oye ses 


lle Food and kindred products eecovreee er epeeressooeeeea ron ji; 


14952,936 + 504 
+ 13 


12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) veer. 1,234,979 ~19+6 


$8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations (145293 
| 
| 1535765 
i 
\ 


13. Home furnishings ee ee eee eT ee eee eee TT ey Cera 1,490,702 


1,586,848 | + 604 


444,311 | -26+7 


14. Household appliances and electrical supplies revere 605,946 
| 


] 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils savmrereverety (| 861,751 767,059 “11.0 


16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies «++--reres 356,795 300 ,538 -15+8 


1,184,635 


5 +262 
(Te Shoes and other footwear cereeertarvevecenesererers 1,495,321 . 


pconnek 343,024 384,184 +12-0 


18. Stationery, books and magazines «eeeencrrres 


2,133,768 2525957195 + 509 


(Je All other departments, total ercsevcesverecreerere® 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Free 
: 789 4135 829,175 
Bre 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALSS, HARCH, 1943 
The value of Canadian department store sales in March, 1943, was 3 per cent 
seater than in March a year ago and 25 per cent above February of this years Compari- 
ons for earlier months of this year showed a decline of 7 per cent in January and an 
increase of 8 per cent in February. The average gain in sales for the first quarter of 
this year over last was 1«5 per cent- Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) 
stood at 145.5 for March, 1943, 141.2 for March, 1942, and 1162 for February, 1943. 


A considerable portion of seasonal Easter buying occurred in March last year 
yhon Baster was on April 5th, but the lateness of the date of Haster in 1943 will result 
in Baster purchases being concentrated entirely in the month of Aprile The fact that 
larch of this year contained one more business day than did March of 1942 compensates 
only partially for the shift in Easter buying, as the index adjusted for differences in 
number of business days, for normal seasonal variations and for the shifting date of 
faster showed an increase of 5 per cent in March this year over March a year agoe Ad- 
justed indexes were as follows: 16464 in March, 1943; 1569 in March, 1942; 154-5 in 


February, 1943; and 147-8 in January, 1943. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUS OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935, ~ 1939 = 100 


A2h2 Sir ila eae ee ee ed eee 

a March January February March 
Unadjusted indexes 141-2 107°5 116.2 14525 
Adjusted indexes 156-9 147.8 154.5 164.4 


Sales increases in March this year over last were restricted to the eastern 
and western regions of the country, Ontario and Quebec recording declines of 1 and 7 
per cent respectively in March and decreases of 2 per cent in the first quarter of this 
ysar below last in each case. The Maritime Provinces showed a gain of 8 per cent in 
March and a 3 per cent advance for the three-month period: The Prairie Provinces and 
British Columbia reported sales 10 and 12 per cent higher in March, with quarterly in- 
creases of 5 and 9 per cent respectively. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTHD DEPARTMENTS 


Sales of 19 firms which reported sales by departments were 2 per cent greater 
in March this year over March, 1942» Sales of footwear departments were 9 per cent lower 
than in March of lest year, a sharp reversal from February when the introduction of 
rationing in the United States stimulated a demand for this merchandise in Canada causing 
226 per cent increases A 24 per cent advance recorded by women’s clothing departments 
in February was modified to a 7 per cent gain in March» Men's clowhing departments showed 
4 Similar slackening of activity, a 16 per cent decline occurring in March this year, in 
Contrast with the 5 ver cent increase in Februarys tationery poe aap departments re- 
corded the outstanding gain in March with a rise of 19 per cont. Sales of piece goods 
rere 13 per cent higher, with drug and food departments reporting gains “4 9 and 4 per 
vente Household appliances and electrical supplies continued to show marked decreases, 
though sales for other durable goods departments showed smaller declines or greater 
\M¢reases than were shown in the February summary- Furniture sales, in fact, increased 
ry 6 por cent in March after declining 20 per cent in February- 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
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», Girls' and infants’ wear -.y. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SAL&S IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


March, 1942 and March, 1943 


(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms including mail order houses) 
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TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMBNTS.... 
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‘ RELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, APRIL. 194 


Sales in Canadian department stores in April, 1943, were 9 per cent higher than 

n April, 1942, and recorded a gain of 8 per cent above March of this years The gain 
yer April of last year is considerably larger than the average increase of 1-5 per cent 

the first quarter, reflecting to some extent the concentration of Easter buying in 
pril this year and in March of last. Total sales for the first four months of this year 
sre 4 per cent above the corresponding period of 1942. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 
935-1939 = 100) stood at 157-5 for April, 1943, 145-1 for April, 1942, and 145-4 for 
arch of this year- 


The seasonally adjusted index receded from the high March level and stood at 
531 in the month under review compared with 164.2 in March, 154¢5 in February and 148.1 
or January The adjusted index for April was 3 per cent above the 148-8 recorded in 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 
1942 1943 


April February March April 
‘Unadjusted indexes 145.1 116.2 145.4 157+5 
Adjusted indexes 148.8 154.5 164.2 153-1 


4 Increases between April of this year and last for each of the five economic 
ivisions of the country with average gains for the first four months of the year in 
rackets are as follows: British Columbia, 14 per cent (10 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 
2 per cent (7 per cent); Ontario, 4 per cent (unchanged); Quebec, 10 per cent (2 per 
ent); Maritime Provinces, 6 per cent (4 per cent). 


For 20 firms which reported sales by departments, dollar business in- 
reased 8 per cent above April a year agoe Sales of women's apparel were up by 15 per 
ent, men's clothing departments were up 8 per cent, while- footwear departments recorded 
gain of -7 per cent over April, 1942- & gain of 35 per cent in sales for the stationery 
nd book departments was outstandinge 4n increase of 17 per cent occurred in sales of 
mallwarese Piece goods departments reported sales 8 per cent above April last years 
ood and drug departments both showed gains of 13 per conte Sales of home furnishings 
ontinued to increase, sales in April being 17 per cent higher this year than last- 
urniture sales were on a par with those recorded in the same month a year ago» Other 
urable goods departments reported declines, these ranging from 7 per cont in sales of 
adios and musical instruments to 36 per cent in sales of household appliances. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CaNADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


April, 1942 and April, 1943 
(Based on dollar sales of 20 firms including mail order houses) 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS wee | 4 810,947 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES MAY, 194 


7 The dollar volume of department store sales in Canada w 
lower in May, 1943, than in May, 1942, and declined 12 per cent romehatt Gr ne 
* year. During the first five months of the year, sales averaged 2 per cent above the 
corresponding period a year ago, Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) 
stood at 139-4 for May, 1943, 142.2 for May, 1942 and 157.8 for April, 1943. 


For the second successive month, the index adjusted for differences in 
number of business days and for normal seasonal variations declined below that for the 
preceding monthe The adjusted index for May, 1943, at 139-0, was down sharply from 
the 153-4 recorded for April and compares with an average index of 155-1 for the 
first four months of this year. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


1942 (LE. ee Meee ©, DM ees I Pa 


May ch April May 
Unadjusted indexes 142.2 1454 157-8 13904 
Adjusted indexes 140-1 164.3 153-4 139-0 


; The decline in sales below May of last year is chiefly due to a falling 
off in Ontario department store sales, a decline of 8 per cent having occurred in that 
province. Sales in Ontario for the January to May period averaged 2 per cent below 
last year. Sales in the Maritime Provinces declined 2 per cent in May, but were up 
3 per cent over the five-month period. Increases in May this year over last for other 
regions, with increases for the year-to-date mM bvaclots,were as follows: Quebec, 3 per 
sent (2 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 3 per cent, (7 per cent); and British Columbia, 
2 per cent (8 per cent). 


; Seles of 21 firms which reported sales by departments were down 4 per cent 
in May this year compared with May a year ago» Household appliances, radio and music 
and elso hardware departments reported sales substantially lower than in May of last 

_ year, declines amounting to 38, 26 and 14 per cont respectivelye The only notable 
increase was that recorded for stationery and book departments where sales were up 

22 per cent from May, 1942. Minor increases or decreases occurred in all other de~ 

| partments. Sales of women's clothing were almost unchanged, men's clothing departments 
_ gold 3 per cent less merchandise and footwear sales were 7 per cent below May last 

| years Drug sales increased 6 per cent, food sales were up fractionally, while 

_ furniture and home furnishings reported sales lower by 7 and 5 per cent respectively: 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 18 per cent higher in May this year 
than last, while sales in the first five months of this year averaged 17 per cent above 
the same five months of 1942. 
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¥ FRELTMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JUNE, 1943 


‘ Sales of department stores in Canada were 2 per cent lower in June, 1943, 
than in June, 1942, and were also 2 per cent below May of this year. The averase monthly 
index during the first half of 1943 was 1-5 per cent greater than in the corresponding 
geriod of last year, gains of 8, 3 and 9 per cent in February, March and April being 
sufficient to offset decreases of 7 per cent in January and 2 per cent in each of the last 
two monthse Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 136-5 for June, 
1943, 13966 for June, 1942 and 139.0 for May, 1943. 

The index adjusted for differences in number of business days and for 
normal seasonal variations recorded a further sharp decline in the month under review 
The index number of 13066 for June, 1943, compares with 138-6 for May, 153-4 for April, 
16403 for Maroh, 154-65 for February and 148-1 for Januaryy and is lower than that of 
any month since June, 1941. 


INDEXES OF THS DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


Lee eM RuretedMe em Ss 


Juns April May June 
Unadjusted indexes 139.6 157-8 139«0 136-5 
a Adjusted indexes 134-1 153.4 138.6 1306 


“9 


Results for various regions of the country revealed that declines were more 
widespread than in May, the Prairie Provinces being the only section to report an in- 
crease in department store sales in June this year over last» Sales during the first 

six months of this year were 6 per cent greater than last year in the Prairie Provinces. 
June declines in other regions, with results for the half-year in brackets, were as 
follows: Maritime Provinces, -2 per cent (+2 per cent); Quebec, -5 per cent (+1 per cent); 
Ontario, -4 per cent (-3 per cent) and British Columbia, -2 per cent (+6 per eent). 


A decline of 4 per cent in June this year below last is reported for 19 de- 
partmental firms which reported sales by departments. Results for most commodity 
groupings were strikingly similar to those occurring in the preceding eae Food sales, 
however, which had shown a slight increase in May this year over last, were per cent 
lower in June, while furniture sales in department stores foll off 12 per cent spate 
and were down only 7 per cent in May below last years Tho following are percentage 
‘Changes from June,1942 for other departments: women's apparel, +1 per cent; men Mees 
-l per cent; drugs, +5 per cent; piece goods, -8 per cent; smallwares, oo cen a 
furnishings, ~5 per cent; household appliances, -36 per cent; hardware, -- : per cent; 
radio and music, -26 per cont; shoes, -2 per cent; stationery, +ll per cent. 

- 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 17 per cent higher in June this iva 
‘than last, while sales in the first six months of this year also averaged 17 per cen 


above the same six months of 1942. 
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DEFARTENT STORE SALES IN GANADA, BY SELECTED DaPART=NTS 


June, 1942 and June, 1943 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JULY, 1943 


| Sales of Canadian department stores in July, 1943, including the mail order 
mi of department stores, were unchanged from Juty, 1942, and were down 18 per cent 


rom June of this years Dollar value of salos during the first sevon months of the 
ent yoar was 1le4 por cont Heher than in the corresponding period a yoar ago» Unad- 


usted indoxos (on tho baso, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 1126 for July, 1943, 11266 f 
uly, 1942 and 136-9 for Juno, 1943, or July, 1943, 112 or 


Tho downward trond rovoalod in tho adjusted indexes for April, May and Juno 


as helted abruptly in July whon tho indox roso to 14409. This indox, though somcwhat 


elow tho avorago for tho first part of tho yoar, is substantially higher than the 
3160 rocordod for Juno and tho May index of 138.6. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 = 1939 = 100 
1942 1943 I a 


July, lay : June July 
{Unadjusted indexes 11236 13930 13609 1126 
Adjusted indexes 14565 13856 1310 14469 


| Minor increases which occurred in four of five regions for which separate 
gures are prepared were sufficient to offset a 4 per cent decline in Ontarioe Sales 
isons betwoon July of this year and last for various sections of the country, 
rosults for the yoar-to-date in brackets, were as follaws: Maritimo Provinces, 

3 por cont (+2 por cont); Quoboc, +1 por cent (+1 per cont); Ontario, -4 per cont 

-3 por cont); Prairic Provinces, +1 por cont (+5 per cent); and British Columbia, +4 
or cont (+6 por cent). . 


Sales of 20 departmental firms which reported sales by departments were 1 
er cent lower in July this year than last. Results for various departments again 
Ollowed almost the same pattern as in the two preceding months» Food sales, however, 
ere on a par with-those in July last yeary following an 8 per cent decline recorded 
nthe June comparison. The home furnishings dopartmont reported al per cent gain. 
vor July last year; the furniture department was down 14 per cent; radio and musical 
astrumonts, 24 por cont and houschold appliances and cloctrical supplies, 37 por conte 
on's and women's clothing both reported salcs 2 per cont higher whilo footwoar seles 
org up 1 por conte Drug sales were up 8 por cont and smallwares, 4 per cont with picce 
0ods roporting salos 8 per cont lower than in July, 1942+ 


} 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 15 per cent higher in July this year 
an last, while sales in the first seven months of this year averaged 17 per cent 


‘ove the same seven months of 1942. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPA 


RTMENTS 


July, 1942 and July, 1943 . 


ales of 20 firms including mail order houses) 


(Based on dollar gs 


) P1942 1943 
’ ) i 
TOTAL SALES , ALL DEPARTMENTS a 20 048 240 


td 
| 
| 


y " r) e 
Women's dresses, coats and suits cecrerevesveceol 1,890,434 


2 5043 5437 + 8.1 

a | 
1s! and infants' wear PREVENT ORS OO ELEY a ste é OF 631,068 | 631,675 + O.1 

Hosiery and gloves Pe CORE TOO OHC HERE E ROL eOHMREEDD dD 132 ,009 738,403 -) 0.9 
Lingerie and corsets CORT C CREE HERERO RECEEELEDOND 1,047,810 974,402 = 720 
¥ 

Millinery — | 140,013 154,766 +1005 
Yomen's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) «sci A 4.9325 | 4,542 683 feet 45: 

_ | | 

Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings se+-ce-f 2,043,425 2,085,211 + 2.0 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations eeese 642 5500 693,313 + 729 
Piece goods Peeeeerrvaeoecere vere eevrevreeeooawoe# nanos 1,661,669 1,523,267 - 8.3 
Smallwares COCCHT HH ALOT RHR RHO RHE HOKREHHOHTEBHREHO 666,573 693,023 + 4.0 
Food and kindred products FATES Dat)" Tal ba tached 1,946,439 159535396 + O04 
Furniture (including mattresses and springs) -»-| 1,312,687 1,126 443 “1462 

| 

Home furnishings coh eeeveceoe sr Feo oevesrereoeHHHo 1,439,970 1,459,217 + Les 
Household appliances and electrical supplies fH 613,757 389 ,894 -36+5 
Hardware and kitchen utensils «sceereeernerseers 979 5569 857,088 “1205 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies -vreces 265,869 202 5953 23-7 
Shoes and other footwear svsscceeseeerererernere 1,413,622 1,425,241 + 008 
| +1 rae) 
Stationery, books and magazines sererererercnre? 251.4158 it Eg ‘ 3 


2 »369,079 2,558,201 + 8.0 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, AUGUST, 1943 


Sales of Canadian department stores in August, 1943, including the mail 
business of department stores, were 6 per cent lower than in August, 1942, and were 
per cent from July of this year. Sales during tho first eight months of the current 
> were O-5 per cent higher than in the corresponding period a year ago- Unadjusted 
es (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 119.9 for August, 1943, 126-9 for August, 
2 and 112-5 for July, 1943, 


C jm Ae 


The index with adjustments for differences in number of business days and for nor~ 
seasonal variations moved slightly upward from July, standing at 147-1 for the month 
r review as compared with 144.7 for the immediately preceding monthe Tho adjusted 
index for the first cight months of this yoar avoragod 147-7. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


1942 1943 

August June July August 
Unadjusted indoxcs 1269 136.8 112.5 11909 
Adjusted indoxos 15465 13069 144.7 147+1 


a: . 

a Dollar volume of sales in the Maritime Provinces was on a par in August this 
year with sales reported in August a year ago, but declines below August, 1942, occurred 
in all other regions of the country. Sales for the year-to-dato were up 2 per cent in 
tho Meritime Provinces as compared with tho similar poriod e yoar 20° Regional compar= 
isons for August, with average results for the first eight months in brackets, were as 
follows: Maritime Provinces, unchanged (+2 per cent); Quebec, -4 per cent (41 per cont); 
Ontario, -10 per cent (=4 per cent); Prairie Provinces, -1 per cont (+5 per-cont); and 
British Columbia, -7 per cont (+4 per cont). 


. Sales of 19 departmental firms which reported sales by departments were e 
per cent lower in August this year than laste Declines occurred in all eae i 
groupings with tho exceptions of smallwares, stationery and miscollancous depar a ms 
Sales of stationery and books were 11 per cent higher, with als sbi “ee : H 
the other two departments. Men's clothing, women's apparel and the footwear a of 9 
sll reported declines of 5 per cent in sales below August of last years A dec ae : 
per cent in food sealos may be attributed, at least partially, to the ree ie y 
four Saturdays in August of this yoer and fivo Saturdays in tho same month o : aoe 
Declines of 4 por cont in drug sales and of 12 per cent in se.los of ae gi = sifica- 
recorded. Among tho durable goods departments, home furnishings ie. mi aeet | ar reel 
tion to maintain salos close to last year's volume, @ BOGE te % one ey ee i eA 
recorded. Doeroasos for other houschold groups were as follows: Ae : ae rei 
furniturc, 25 per cont; radios end music, 27 per cont end houschold sppliancos, Pp 
Conte 
| 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
Sales of Ottawa department stores were be per cent higher i 
than last, while sales in the first eight months of this year average per al 


‘the samo oight months of 1942. 


Gedweci't ent 


ay rn 


ea 


uA at ‘eomae 5 | 
ae. Fone sae bt | 
iz sin’ off gabbsath sete ay Say | 
boxed tx tatenencese » ‘atte is sonal d: Set 


. so 


ov ee y PeREE by aod (Ong, 4:88 


: E 5h 
$F nt wos 


yo cb seubieee thes sol 


i $y" a2 ; “f % fy ry : 
é \ \ nee ; : 
t Tur Y Lavrov S. eee Ries 


“5 
ee 
i 
e4 
Oe 
oe 


it Ms ee buns ‘ 4 ai S4e “% vo 


papers te Sai ah eae ea mR,“ 


: whats %, 
Paonia 


%, 
Ce ark 
ye 
5 
‘ 
4 
ok 
sf 
‘ 
4 4 - ‘ 
. ~ AL 7 ~ * ; 
ug, ee Sa A Sale tinea we 
‘ « ie) : 
tha, lee so f pte 
’ r ’ ‘ 
° rag ous + t i c 
£ i Me i 
“3 
4k SESS ey ed eh ‘, hp 5) Pre (3 fay ae an peers’ 
* . y . 


ais, F To ae pee ’ r ag ‘ us uees 2h EOVR Ags iy. cre) Ea 
re: eae oN Estes oe Sey, eg bl om lstsall, ¢ 
[+ ,eatdivoxt elvient jigeoe a bed. dts pe he 
Adis ¢ hss 


Fine “oq! Yo geld is 


Rebs ToS ot fs Paw att Lz tgitas 4 aqed cee te Poe wat iy 
vison seidiset «eel sad? wey att see ee ewe 
bas yrenokieds ,sotLivme Te encdiepeng. aie tae om 
ditty desis deo tag LL agen seed wee wanotee. 
. foeage eco ecldielé ail aaReRiree eae 
io faded uote! eel it hon 20 ey eee no 


\ 
f i ri aaa 4 4 a 
€ pe oh . ” 8 
a eae ; ooh ob Sari! ‘Se VAN 
- Tig a - na bide 
: -t a GO ' h’ Reet . 4 me 20 
i 7 7 
rE 5 <y ry tos SW 
a f ? 
. P la * ‘, e 5 
ai + “ on ee pad TS d . ay 
aoe 
t ‘ : ce ¢ * 
.: Ma , > * A 1S Ie 
;: ’ “7 oy é ™S) ddan + 
~< ya aa) wis 4 re i ve . Te oe nf pore 
» - ‘ Fig & ee 
youd bee Heed. ten, CS ao Litan pine 
‘ rae. 
Pie L tet a 
at aad mT one moe ee 
* 
‘ ee Ng - ey 
‘ q * 
ia ae i 4 J 


DEPARTMEN 


T_STORE SLES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTIENTS 


bis August, 1942 end August, 1943, 


sod on dollar salos of 19 firms including mail ordor houses) 


c ae: ie 


August, August, 


% Change, 
1942 1943 


1943/1942 


TOTAL SALES, aLL DEPARTMENTS .-..cceeece 


Wfomen's Gmeceec,icoats and suits esearesocenve 2,481,406 2,274,976 


Meee and infants’ woar -+-++.ssee-eeeecanens 


697,505 740,175 


ms ne 


Hosiery and gloves VPP FOR CH O70 7D ODE EERE HHO © BD 


776,388 765,844 


Mepingerie and Corsets cereceseocterctaensensecs 930,082 840,182 - 967 


\ 


5 Millinery Ceorere rr vbr ee oer oex rb ee eaeoonves ere rrovecec 194,644 27.6.734 +2353 
6 Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) «5,080,025 | 4,837,911 |  - 4.8 
- 


« 
oo 


= Ec et rr arn rr a orem 


a ae 


2,026 , 382 | 544 


1. Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings Pr 214) 620 - 5. 
F Drugs and toilet articles and preparations a 665,287 641,389 - 3-7 
| 

9. Piece goods |) SONSSPRR COREL Creer eeeeea ye | 1,969 »259 OHO 8 -12el 
}» Smallwares carro. 737,096 738,686 +t O«2 
, Food and kindred products Bpeose transact 8 2 ,0454677 Laewiar ey gs - Jo3 
2. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) J 1,852,282 1,385,962 =2542 
q i | 

13+ Home furnishings erneneseronccereesccescesered 1,683 ,019 1,606,149 ms 406 

| | 

l + Household appliances and electrical supplies 4 726,514 477,244 “343 
1 } 

, | 6.8 

15. Hardware and kitchen utensils crrererers Mis sia 954,325 793,167 “Lo. 

a 

l6e Radios, musical instruments and supplies ae 313,419 229,169 ~26+9 
7: a6 i} : - 7 - 52 

l?: Bhoes and other footwear «srrerererevercrrrrres 1,494,417 15417 5059 ) 

e | 6 rl0- 

\8. Stationery, books and magazines sreaseens tat 306,820 | 3395 57 KF 7 

| 17,6 + 2s 

Le All other departments, total. eoone er? eee v4 2,480,672 255475 51 7 
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PREDIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORS SALSS, SEPTEMBER, 1943 


a Oe 
~ 


The dollar value of sales in Canadian department stores in September, 1943, 


r September, 1942- This constitutes a reversal from the trend which had prevailed 
ughout the four preceding months when sales averaged about 2 per cent lower than in 
@ similar period of 2ast yeare A comparison of cumulative totals for the first nine 
ths revealed an increase of one per cent in 1943 over 1942- Sales in September of 

year were 32 per cent higher than in Auguste Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 
$1939 = 100) stood at 159-1 for September, 1943, 154-9 for September, 1942 end 1209 
r August, 1943+ 


The adjusted index, which takes into account differences in number ofbusi- 
ss days and normal seasonal fluctuations, advanced sharply from August, standing at 
1568 for the month under review as compared with 148.4 for the immediately preceding 
month. The September index exceeced that recorded for other months of this year with 
the exception of March when the figure was 164.3. Adjusted indexes averaged 148.9 
during the first nine months of 1943. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALBS, 2935 - 1939 5 100 


» . 
‘ 
194 3 
} chy 2 a 9 4 
Coch, Ee ce er a ET SE, TE 


September July August September — 
Unadjusted indexes 154:9 112.5 12009 15991 
Adjusted indexes 15207 144.7 148.4 156.8 


Declines in September sales below sales for corresponding months a year ago 
occurred in three of the five economic divisions for which separate indexes are compiled. 
These declines occurred in Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia, the major regions, but 
were more moderate than in the immediately preceding months. Sizeable gains in the 
Maritime Provinces and the Prairie Provinces were sufficient to offset the decreases 


occurring elsewhere and resulted in the 3 per cent increase reported for Canada. Compar- 
isons by regions for Septem»er of this year and last, with results for the first nine 
months in brackets, were as follows: Maritime Provinces, tl7 per cent (+4 per cent ) ; 
Quebec, -1 per cent (+1 per cent); Ontario, -5 per cent (-4 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 


716 per cent (+6 per eent); and British Columbia, -3 per cent (+3 per cent). 


Sales of 19 departmental firms which reported sales by departments averaged 
2 per cent higher in September this year over lasts Sales of most durable household 
goods continued well below last year's figures, while a marked decline of 10 per cent 


oceurred in sales of food departments aisos A decline of 29 per cent was recorded - 
sales of household appliances and electrical supplies while sales of radios and musi 


cal instruments were 28 per cent lower> Seales of hardware and fur: ue et gids 6 
and 3 per cent respectively and home furnishings department s showed sales on : he 
‘tionally above those for September, 1942. Sales of women s clothing ee : : he 
per cent, men's clothing sales were 8 per cent higher and footwear wig ei: ves 
Iceht. Increases for September, 1943, over September, veer re ai SL gasepariga 

28 follows: drugs, 6 per cent; piece goods, 2. per cank}- ena wets hs 


tionery and books, 10 per cent. 


| DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAMA 

, Sales of Ottawa departie nt stores were 3 per cent lower athe heat ce 
year than last, while sales in the first nine months of this year average 3 per cen 
above the same nine months of 19742< 
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DEPART) aNT_STORS 4 SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTLE) NTS 


fi 


September, 1942 and Se eptember, 1943 
(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms including mail order houses) 
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September, September, % Change, 

1942 1943 1943/1942 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .cvcoessnnens 28,882 .949 29,341 042 + tet 
Women's dresses, coats and suits ..--creensosces 3,240,930 3,445 , 603 + 6.3 
Mele end infants’ wear o-cscsesevesseveresovee 1,480,341 1,719,153 416.1 


es ede ee oN e vee ebavy vee dades 1,170,460" 1,275,415 y 9.0 
Mingerio and corsets cere rpesereercsesesonevveest Ly176,012 » 1,322,437 > aye 
eainery NN ogo ay v.d crag Chee «4 RAR ROG? 442 ,962 adel. 
Biome n'» and children’s apparel--(Total, 1-5) «++ 7,501,805 8,205,570 tit. 
Je Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings sserees 3,544,247 3,815,308 i 126 
_ and toilet articles and preparations erée. 683,691 7121 ,838 56 


yA : 
js Piece goods coors ocean eercw FP peo Gvuee* sas poeeeoeree FOO 8 253s k ge Se 2 5443 443 a 


see ee sip a 6 Kin cake Siw nese whee pes 944 ,876 978,183 i 365 
Boos and kindred products cersesceeceeverneeeeee 2,193,942 1,954,640 -10+9 
 - (including mattresses and springs) «+» 1,695,652 1,649,456 = 267 
3e Home furnishings cerss-ecer tan: cencrertevenreres 1,940,729 1,945,324 : 02 
ae appliances and electrical supplies ++» 885.519 631,617 -28.47 
5. Hardware and kitchen utensils -rerrersreccrecers 978,251 917 5099 - 653 
6+ Radios, musical instruments and supplies «+seeces 415,954 301 5493 -2705 
‘Te Shoes and other footwear crrsrerovcrerreserorerrs® 2,130,977 2,204,334 ‘ 344 
8. Stationery, books and magazines serrsrersereeee’ 544,730 598,083 : 9+8 

3,031,324 2,974,654 - 19 


Je All other departments, total Sa ne a San 
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f PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, OCTOBER, 1943 


oa meer 
- “Dollar sales of department stores in Canada averaged 10 per cent higher in 
tober than in the preceding month of September but were 4 per cent below the level 
f trading in October, 1942. Sales for the first ten months of 1943 were on a par with 
he volume of business transacted in the corresponding period a year ago. Unad justed 
Indexes of sales (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stand at 175.6 for October, 159.1 for 
sptember and 181.9 for October, 1942. 


The adjusted index, which takes into account the differences in number of 
isiness days and normal seasonal fluctuations, receded slightly from September but was 
jove the average for the summer months. The October adjusted index stands at 155.3 
ompared with 156.8 for September, 148.4 for August and 144.7 for July. 


ip : INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


1942 1943 
= October August September October 
Unadjusted indexes 181.9 12029 MG en 176.6 


Adjusted indexes 152.9 148.4 156.8 155.3 


A marked decline of 18 per cent in British Columbia forms an outstanding 
sature of the comparison of sales between this year and last. Ontario sales were 

1 by 5 per cent while Quebec reported a decrease of 3 per cent. Department store 
ales in the Maritime Provinces were practically unchanged from October a year ago 

file in the Prairie Provinces a minor gain of 3 per cent was reported. Comparisons 
stween October of this year and last by regions with results for the first ten months 
P the year in brackets are as follows: Maritime Provinces, +1 per cent (+4 per cent); 
lebec, -3 per cent (unchanged); Ontario, -5 per cent (-4 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 
Sper cent (+6 per cent); and British Columbia, -18 per cent (unchanged). 


Sales for 19 departmental firms which report their sales by departments 
eraged 3 per cent lower in October, 1943 than in the corresponding month of 1942. 
ales of departments specializing.in durable goods continue to show ma jor declines 
ompared with earlier periods. The household appliance and electrical supplies ane 
rtment reported a decline of 28 per cent below October, 1942, whee the radio rae 
sical instrument department recorded a decline of 46 per cent. Total ae hac e 
men's and children's apparel department were down slightly by 2 per cent cee e 
n's and boys' clothing and furnishings department was maintained at the Octo che f 
level. The piece goods department declined 8 per cent, food and kindred products, 
per cent, furniture, 5 per cent and home furnishings, 9 per cent. The she! ‘ 
let articles and preparations department reported an increase of ce ach oe 
re substantial gain of 15 per cent was recorded for stationery, books and mag . 


q DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
DETAR: 2 ee 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 5 per cent higher in October of 


3 year than last, while sales for the first ten months of the year were up 12 per 


above the same ten months of 1942. 


15. 


18. 


19. 


ay he 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


October, 1942 and October, 1943 
(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms including mail order houses) 


Octcber, 
1942 


October, 
1943 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ococcccsccccccell 


3,982,904 | 3,959,780 


Women's dresses, coats and suits ccococceccoeol 


athe! dod iutadte! Weer lene coe Peetu e nae We ote (on ee ee 


Hosiery and gloves csssccsesscccowcscesotneeef yoeuy Okt Meru goed 


Lingerie and corsets Joe. DARN: Ceaser eT 1 y400 7356 | uel S808 741 6%) 


459,054 | 462 ,298 


2 2 2 
Millinery ooo @o0o@eocoseeoeeoeeoseeeoeaeeoee eoeeeeg eo 90 ©O00o00 0 Hf 
{ 


Men's and boys’! clothing and furnishings .oooo], 


8,980,609 


Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5).4 9,145,621 | 


4,568,594 | 4,560,923 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations As) 775,344 | 832,618 


i 2,571,280 | 25570 .0ce 


2 
Piece goods ceooeo oom ovoeceoe oe eoenegenoonegeceve ea 8g FH OG 


Smeallwares Oe She ens eee Caen tn yaaa 1, LOLs atu L267 .803 


Poca rnd Kinared: DPrOuUC Ta «s-o6 sb e's sa cg swath 
Oi 


2,562,006 | 2,294,588 


1,722,482 1,643 ,302 


Furniture (including mattresses and springs).| 


Home furnishings CHOCOFCTOOSBAOHL7OCOHOXOZORXB0LOXD0000000}4 Apolo cvOuG 


2,093,013 


Household appliances and electrical supplies. || 786.752 4 563 ,298 


Hardware and kitchen utensils Og Sioa 6 ¢ ‘oheeeetuaat erp 973 ,544 942,765 


Radios, musical instruments and supplies ....| 482,415 | 


259,014 


Shoes and other footwear .s.se.eee. 2,282,692 | 2,304,801 


°o7 Heo H9+ 0K 0 © HH 


470,491 


Stationery, books and magazines 9008200909080 0 540 ,187 


All other departments, total ...cssovesccoccell 5,486,662 | 3,410,808 


“a ba: iy 
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+ ete ats REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, NOVEMBER, 1943 

Sales in Canadian department stores for November, including;mail or- 
der Pealess were ll per cent higher than in October and recorded a gain of 5 per 
cent compared with November, 1942. The average increase for the first eleven months 
of 1945 over 1942 amounted to 1 per cent. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935= 


1959 = 100) stood at 196.6 for November, 177.8 for October and 187.4 for November, 
1942, 


After adjustment for differences in nunber of business days and for 
normal seasonal variations, the index reached a new peak as it rose sharply -to 
ag ‘S in November from 157.3 in October. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 ~ 1939°= 100 


1942 a 1943 | | 
November September ~~October, November 
Unadjusted indexes 187.4 159.1 LETS Ora 196.6 


Adjusted indexes 168.5 156.8 | 157.3 _ 169.3 


Increases in sales recorded by the Maritime Provinces and, Quebec 
were 10 and 1l-per cent respectively. Gains.in the..central and western regions . 
were more moderate as borth Ontario and British Columbia reported sales only 3. per. 
cent higher and sales in the Prairie Provinces ware up 4 per cent over. November, 
1942. . Results for November of the two years, with-gumulative comparisons in 
brackets, were as follows: Maritime Provinces, +10 per cent (+4 per cent); Quebec, 
+11.per. cent (+1 per cent); Ontario, +3 per cent (-3 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 
) Ma cent (+5 per cent); and British Columbia, +3 per cent (+2 per cent). 


Sales of 20 departmental firms which reported sales by departments 
averaged 2 per cent higher in November this year over last. Increases of 19 per 
cent for stationery and 15 per cent for drugs were the largest recorded for in- 
jividual departments. Sales in smallwares departments were 9 per cent higher, 
Women's apparel departments reported sales up 5 per cent, men's clothing sales 
Pell off 2 per cent, while consumer purchases of fqotwear in department stores 
fore’ 4 per cent above the same month of the preceding year. An increase of 4 per 
cent in furniture sales and a fractional gain in hardware sales terminated a. long 
Series of declines in corresponding-month comparisons for these two departments, 
Home furnishings sales were also 2 per cent above those for November, 1942.  De- 
lines in household appliance and radio and music sales continued to be substantial, 


mounting to 18 and 41 per cent See Speed for November. 
| DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
cla Sere 


Saude of Ottawa department stores were: 12 per cent higher in Novem- 
of this year than last, while a similar le per cent increase was recorded in 
he eleven months of 1943 over 1942 


>) \ 
, 


- 2 = : ut. , | 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


’ - November, 1942 and November, 1943. 
(Based‘on dollar sales of cO firms including mail order houses) 


November, | November, | % Change, 
1942 |. 1943 | 1943/1942 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS coe seesorcccel 54,932,924 | + 2.4 


Women's dresses, coats and suits ....0.ceecea| 3,874,160 4,306,026. | +11.1 


Bibi? ema dabmaiiwenr® (60.265. Jes vs. 7eduea Ste) cecum eo ne ede 0.1 
Hosiery and Mrs Si avcnel uh 0% Ra 1,651,555 | 1,722 ,856 | + aS 
Linperic and corgete ..csceseecseotccveretad 1,534,182 | 1,484,910 | - 3.2 
Millinery ae seaais < A Gn ete tira Vides so Rea Al 390,395 | 412,748 | Pe 
Women's and children's apparel--(Total, L=8 9,026,529] 9,501,294 | 2 GH 
Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings | 4,831,366 | 4,752,813 Weks loo 
, Drugs and toilet articles and ete ratt ons A 918 ,374 | 1 ,058', 528 415.3 
Piece goods ape ed ul ae) Gn Onan ee nee 2°-359.884 | .-'3.6 
Smallwares ae Gat ig ah eta Aaa 1,332,450 | 1,447,827 | + 8.7 
Foodveand kindred products’ ...2. +. sles coulis wele 2,510,829] 2,524,397 ~ 7.4 
Furniture (including mattresses and springs 1,534,981 | 1,596,295 bh EO 
4) MONG LAr ES ICL IER y'6 a!erhie oboe 46. v/s soap a: sere ore Wiel gimbal am 2,221,413 + 2595. 
Household appliances and electrical poeiien 648 ,204 | 528 ,693 | -18.4 
Hardware and ite enmave ata oeaGecoccennced '-O1R¢8a94 | 4 Gy ess set a 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies Be 485,,356 | | 286,529 | ~41.0 
Shoes and other footwear ..cccssceeceoneceedl 2,448,985| 2,544,076 | + 3.9° 
Lostoceceat. 682,1061-° i 808%425 4 "amemm 


Stationery, books and magazines .. 


» All other departments, ‘total ..s)s0sscscecect 4,170,397 | 4,687,827 | #10m 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, DECEMBER, 1943 
Nn 


oil 


a Sales in Canadian department stores for December, including mail or- 
sales, were 25 per cent higher than in November, but recorded a decline of 1 per 
= compared with December, 1942. Dollar volume of sales during 1943 was 1 per cent 
eater than in 1942. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 239.7 

for December, 195.7 for November and 241.6 for December, 1942. 


The adjusted index of sales was reduced sharply in December from the 
Beh ere. to which it had risen in November following five successive month-to-month 
advances. With corrections for differences in number of business days and for normal 
seasonal movements, the December index was 145. S, approximately on a par with adjust- 
ed indexes for December of 1941 and 1942, and comparing with an index of 168.5 in nae 
immediately preceding month of November. 


- INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SAIES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


1942 1943 
December October November December 
“Ynadjusted indexes 241.6 177.8 195.7 239.7 
Adjusted indexes 146.6 157.3 168.5 145.5 


4] Sales of department stores located in Quebec and Ontario declined 2 
and 3 per cent respectively below 1942. These reductions offset minor increases 
Which occurred in other regions. Sales comparisons between December, 1943 and Decem- 
ber, 1942 for the various regions of the country, with results for the full year in 
brackets, were as follows; Maritime Provinces, +2 per cent (+4 per cent); Quebec, <2 
per cent (+1 per cent); Ontario, -3 per cent (-3 per cent); Prairie Provinces, +1 per 
sent (+5 per cent). British Columbia reported a fractional gain over December, 1942, 
while 1943 sales in that province gained one per cent over the preceding year. 


_-* Total sales reported by 18 departmental firms which provided a break- 
ae m of sales by departments were 2 per cent lower in December, 1943 than in the same 
ionth of 1942, Declines predominated among results for individual departments, in- 
reases occurring in only five of the fourteen major departmental classifications. 
rug departments sold 9 per cent more merchandise than in December of 1942, furniture 
* stationery departments both reported sales 7 per cent higher, while smallwares ; 
sales were up 5 per cent. An increase of 1 per cent was recorded in sales of women's 
apparel, but men's clothing and furnishings sales were reported 3 per cent lower and 
ales for footwear departments declined 4 per cent. Food sales were 9 per cent lower 
d hardware sales were down 1 per cent. Largest decreases were those in household 
ppliances departments and in radio and music departments where sales dropped 18 and 


per cent respectively below December, 1942 volume. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
lated le tT 


, Sales of Ottawa department stores were 10 per anne Decem= 
t ar over 
©, 1943, over December, 1942, while the average increase for the ye 


2 amounted to 11 per cent. 


pen ER SO te ER NR 


EON 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


December, 1942 and December, 1943 
(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms including mail 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..+00ccc0sccc| 4454435728 


Women's dresses, coats and sults ccoocscesc00e 
Girls’ and infants’ wear .eocrxcsesccccseccveoe 


Hosiery and gloves coccoccessrvecca200090000 


Lingerie and corsets scooccecccccscereee 


ooo 0 00 


° ° 
- Millinery oosooo0scoogoo0o0c0o000 0900090200000 000000 { 


Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5)j 10,771,159 


Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings ...| 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations of{ 
Piece goods CCL OTOL 2) SO SOOT S OOPS) O19 0 6.10 (OO TOO AOS TS WOO: (Ol Tk 


Smallwares 0. 6).61 086001810 615 Ge lo (O16! 6 id 6 lofid fo, ditelGtalo1o. 6 o.ouend | 


Food ‘end! Jetind rad) prodotti, asta sc fstel edicts wielote aa 


» Furniture (including mattresses and springs)}| 


Home Lurnishinees: ‘visie orpetie clamiale ois aac dresttain 
Household appliances and electrical ditpaines 
Herdware and Kitchen hatensill s tsc dices steralaicio ou 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies ... 


Shoes -and -other footwear, rer <disics oe'sie < 


e eco eoo0o°o 


Stationery, books and magazines .osccccccece 


All other departments, total 


A se cee eae 


aortas : oe i 


December , 
1942 


3,926,115 
li Voeeteo | 
2,483,915 | 
2,301,977 


326,427 | 


6 ,0ie,178 4 


Lglobsboe 


2,626,764 
2,058,894 | 


3,269,461. 


1,476,673 
2,008 ,644 

731,695 
1,006 ,462 


609 ,762 


2,872,796 
1,593,861 


6 5973 5527. 


order houses) 


December, 
1943 


143,736,071 | 


4,243,651 
1,648 ,564 
2,443 ,306 
2,192,639 


350 ,652 


| 10,878,812 | 


5,850,992 
2,095,214 
2,408,798 
2,155,035 
2,982,003 
1,583,041 
2,494,414 

598 ,305 

996 ,282 

332,786 
2,763,705 
1,698,241 


6,898 ,443 


— 


| % Change, 


1943/1942. 
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(2apenummary REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JANUARY, 1944 
ey 

_ Sales in Canadian department stores for January, 1944, including 

mail order sales, were 54 per cent lower than in December, but recorded an increase 

of 5 per cent compared with January, 1943. Unadjusted indexes: (on the base, 1935- 

51939 = 100) stood at 111.4 for January, 1944, 240.2 for December, 1943 and 107.8 for 

January, 1943. 


The January decline from December was less than the usual seasonal 
movement from the Christmas peak which was less pronounced than usual due to forward 
Christmas buying in November in anticipation of stock shortages. The seasonally ad- 
justed index for January stands at 153.6 compared with 145.8 for December, 168.8 for 
November and an average of 151.0 for the twelve months of 1943, 


‘INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 = 1939 = 100 


1943 1944 
January November December January 
Unadjusted indexes 107.8 196.0 240.2 111.4 


Adjusted indexes 148.1 168.8 145.8 153.6 


Department stores located in western regions of the country re= 
ported sizeable gains in business over January a year ago, increases amounting to 11 
per cent in the Prairie Provinces and 7 per cent in British Columbia. These gains 
contrasted with advances of 1 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 2 per cent in 
Quebec and a decrease of 2 per cent in sales of Ontario department stores. 


: Sales of 18 departmental firms which provided a breakdown of sales 
by departments averaged 1 per cent higher in January this year over last. Furniture 
_ departments recorded an 18 per cent increase in sales volume and stationery and book 
departments increased their sales 17 per cent over January,-1943. Most pronounced 
declines were those for radio and music departments and for household appliances 
departments whose sales fell off 32 and 17 per cent respectively. Sales of all other 
commodity groupings were within a narrow range of January, 1943 business. Percentage 
C] anges for the remaining departments were as follows: women's clothing, +3 per cent; 
men’s clothing, +1 per cent; footwear, =] per cent; home furnishings , “2 ai thane 
hardware, +2 per cent; drugs, +5 per cent; food, -4 per cent; piece goods, -5 per 
sent and smallwares, +1] per cent. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
Dera ee Se 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 5 per cent higher in Jan- 


ary, 1944, over January > 1943. 


ee ' 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


January, 1943 and January, 1944 


(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms including mail order houses ) 


January , January 5 % Change, 
1943 1944 1944/1943 
$ 3 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS eccovnecccccssoes 16,964,120 (49,116,246 + 008 
Women's dresses, coats and suits esscecesccs 1,961,960 TO 2a8oe + 0.9 
Cirie'’ And infanve'o wear sas bss eae se e's « sabes 570,626 634 ,403 +1162 
Hew y and gloVeS ssoccecercevces000e000006 Til uoe 803 ,682 + 452 
Lingerie and corsets cocceccecorcccoeovccecn. 960 , 867 941,690 @ Zo 
Millinery scccccsnesvorscesenssveeescesegces LSS ygSes 161,532 +18.8 
Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) 4,400,492 4,521,170 + 2am 
Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings <e.. dpcod sve 1,878,103 t. Clee 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations.. 676,413 412, B16 + 5,6 
FLECE, ZOOdS: 0,0:0.0 6.00065 0.0 p-0.¥ O46 © 9016 4)¢-0:9r9 wl siege Wap Uh enplae Pani Aneta ~ Sot 
Ue Le NCE Oy a aig a See 8 a ola whalinias now Sec aWs ahesorae ate 798 ,O0Z 803,140 + 0.6 
Food and kindred products: osceccnces en ovn owe Co tdegoum jie age = 455 
Furniture (including mattressés and springs) 987,905 1,172,905 +1807 
Homa Purp ani nee. 4 «scam aisle Fd ensalemiannhwtniiel loc MoI 1,254,778 = 1.6 
Household appliances and electrical supplies 409,740 369,758 ~17ol 
Hardware atid ici behen beng. iS. lg ss s44<0-0m ae a 620,425 632,534 + 200 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies ... PTH ASS 200 ,997 oS a04 
Bhoes and other footwear, wo cay vos ssi ee sens omnsekemalle | lylieee ie = lol 
Stationery, books and magazines eocococccccce 545,565 403 ,385 +16.7 
All other departments, total .isesnsveessese @g062, 500) ano eee + Be 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPAI NT STORE SALES ART) 194+ 
Mii The dollar value of retail sales in Canadian department stores for February 


{including mail order sales) was 5 per cent higher then in February a year ago and 

recorded en increase of 12 per cent over January, 1944, Unadjusted indexes (on the 
base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 122.3 for February, 1944, 109.5 for January, 1944 and 
6.2 for February, 194%. There was one extra business day in February this year. 

When adjusted to an average deily seles basis, the increase over February, 1943, is 
reduced to 1 per cent, 
ow 


The index corrected both for differences in number of business days and for 
seasonal fluctuations stood at 156.0 for February, 151.0 for January, 145.8 for De=- 
cember, 1943, and 154.5 for February of last year. 


1943 RR 1944 
February December Januery February 
Unad justed indexes 116.2 240.2 109.5 122.9 
Adjusted indexes 154.5 145.8 151.0 156.9 


— 


for the first two months of this year and last in brackets, were as follows: Marz- 
time Provinces, +7 per cent (+4 per cent); Quebec, +6 per cent (1 per cent): On- 
tario, unchanged (<1 per cent); Prairie Provinces, +11 per cent (+11 per cent); 
British Columbia, +7 per cent (+7 per cent). 


ne Sales of 17 firms which reported sales by departments averaged 4 per cent 
higher in February, 1944 over 1943. The greatest expansion between February of the 
wo years occurred in furniture departments where sales were up £0 per cent. Sales 
of piece goods advanced sharply, an 1l per cent increase for February comparing 
with a 6 per cent decline reported in Jenuary. Sales of books ani stationery in- 
creased 11 per cent and smallwares, 9 per cent above February, 1943. Sales of men’s 
Clothing gained 8 per cent and women’s apparel departments did 5 per cent more 
business in February this Year o A decline of 17 per cent in sales of footwear reo 
Pleets the high level of footwear purchasing in February last year when consumer 
demand was stimulated by the introduction of shoe rationing in the United States. 
Yolats and drug departments both recorded edd gains rid 3 peer std bore 8 pati 
iT 9 Dy : tle eaaic ms. c 

hold appliances were down 12 per cent while radio and mus pa 


© per cent lower. 


to the Bureau have necessitated alterations to the 


lote: Revisions to data reported 
January results published last month. A corrected summary of sales by departments 


eontained on Page 3 of this bulletin, Revision to the January sales index for 
uebec changes the 1 per cent increase originally reported to a decline of 9 per cent 


ompared with January, 1945. 


eee 


at 
ae 


February, 1945 and February, 1944 
(Based on dollar sales of 17 firms including mail order houses) 


TOTAY, SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..0ccccccvc0c0000 
Women’s dresses, coats and Suits .occoccs0s00d 
Girlie’ end infants” weer ci. 665s es:s080 ae od ele.c 
Hosiery and ZlOVES cccocecccccc ec rveeocvecccvee 
Lingerie and corsetsS coccecccccve vc c cesses cvee 


r2 
ia] 
Millinery G9@eo0oeoongvnono0 00e?GH0GHCHHGAHGCHGBEDHCHBAHF HT THF OHO EGE 


Women’s and children’s apparel--(Total, 1-5) . - 


Men’s and boys’ clothing and furnishings ...0.2 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 
PIBCC BOO08 cick sc ne ccs 6.64 a5.) 64.6 toe 9.4 O84 to eee 
MAL LWEPOS: cass ot bie os ce 0 Os 66 0 016.018 oc bhie ae ee 6 
Food and kindred Products, 2:6 /o.0,0 6 4 o0-0\0-0 gee eoels 


Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 


Home furnishings cooeooegeooe@de? S29 GGHGKBHCHEoOCKCOAXZO0H0D0O0000 


o Household appliances and electrical supplies . 


Hardware and kitchen utensils ....cc0c0ccevscc00e 
Radios, musical instruments and Burnie a ee 
Shoes and other footwear .ceccocccccecccecccoces 
Stationery, books and magazines .ecccccecccees 


All other departments, total cc.ces ce coneecove 


20,967,015. 


2,234,761 
670,191 
828, 704 
976 ,586 
175,102 

4,887,344 

1,890,706 
731,306 

1,930,623 
828,720 

2,254,567 

1,238,150 

1,572,049 
459,330 
767 ,609 
304,608 

1,510,747 
377,630 


2,233,625 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


y Sales of Ottawa department stores were 5 per cent higher in February) — 
1944, over February, 1943. 


Febmary > 
1944 


$ 


_21 5800 5290 


22535249 
755 ,503 
875,075 

1,036 , 080 
187,629 

5 107,536 

2,033,228 
754,206 

2,151,373 
902,480 

2,302,265 

1,487,569 

1,600,385 
403,033 
8350 , 736 
212,626 

1,259,186 
418,032 


2,337,635 


ee 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
SE OE SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


January, 1943 and January, 1944 (Revised) (2) 
Sa ee a TEE 


| (Based on dollar sales of 18 firms including mail order houses) 


a ee =a 


eer 


January, January, % Change, 
1943 1944 1944/1943 


e « 


a | 
_ TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS a9eR070OOHOOeN00000 18,964,125 18,852,468 VE 0.6 


Women ' s dresses, coats and suits oosccccooccccee 1,961,960 1,962,116 (a) 


are ke 


at Am; | 
Girls’ and infants! WEL (oes 6's 6 00 €4.0-0 6 401s" >. 0.0 0105 570 ,626 626,265 + 9.8 
Hosiery and gloves C7OKH9CKGCSCCeFOOe@H LOH OFOHRVONRODHDO08 771,062 786,181 os ea 


Lingerie and corsets CCLOOHHKHAODOOHIVOOHLGECGCGCOOFOHDOBOO00D 960 ,867 931,027 | Oe 


Millinery ©COKCKTDGHXDDOHFCOHOGCHLOOHGCOCOFHGOOO0HO00FHG000 135,977 160,187 #17.8 
Women’ s and children's apparel-<-(Total, 1-5) oo. 4,400,492 4,465,776 + 1.5 
Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings oooo¢0- 1,864,931 1,825,252 = 21 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ...06 676,413 698 221 + 3.2 


; * 
Piece goods ©9eo0odcovv000e0eesgponeace goeecnaeve00#® 909090 44 1,912 ,642 1,794,046 @ 652 


Smallwares COCHHFCGHAOHFHFOCFCHCHOGFECCHOGHOHDEFDOMOGHOHGECDOD 798 ,002 782,290 6 ee) 


Ae 


Food and kindred products CO0000GF0HOD00RDT 0000000 2,188,055 2,085,447 2 407 
28 Furniture (including mattresses and springs) oo. 987,905 1,165,618 +18.0 


Home furnishings COFCFOTOLCOHOOXIG0R9 PRC 0OPCFO9D256GC9R 099 1,275,102 1,257,693 yi 209 


Household appliances and electrical supplies oo 409,740 351,552 <19.1 


Hardware and kitchen utensils socsccocceecessccs 820,425 629,389 + 1.4 


od 


Radios, musical instruments and supplies oeosccoce 297 ,335 198,803 -33.1 
a) 


ide = 
MMBePand Other fOobWoar ceccsccccccescgoccccess 1,125,176 1,101,459 31 


Stationery, books and magazines 2€0000080000009008 345,565 388 ,631 +12.5 


111 other departments, total .ooccccescovesccces 2,062,562 2,148,511 + 4.2 


” 

; 
PA 

3 - E OL SL 

Y - a 


igures for Senakee 1944 have been altered to allow for revisions in data reported. 


hange of less than 0.1 per cent. 
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(PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, MARCH, 1944 
RS RN RN RSE St 


Sales in Canadian department stores (including mail order business transacted 
by departmental firms) were 11 per cent higher in March of this year than in March a 
year ago and recorded a 32 per cent gain over February, 1944. Unadjusted indexes 

fon the base, 1955-1939 = 100) stood at 162.0 for Merch, 1944, 122.4 for February, 
1944 and 145.4 for March, 1943, Barly spring weather stimulated March sales, especi- 
fly in clothing linea. In addition to the weather factor, it should also be noted 

% the customary Easter buying was divided between March and April this year, where- 
as the Easter trade was almost entirely concentrated in April # year ago. 


Piaracn 2 


eS After making allowance for normal seasonal variations and for the shifting 
jate of Baster, the adjusted index in March, 1944 was the highest yet recorded, 
Btvanding at 172.7 compared with 156.5 in February and 151.0 in January. 


_ ENDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTIGNT STORE SALES, 1955 ~ 1939 = 100 


1943 Set. joes 
March Januery + ‘February March 
| Unadjusted indexes 145.4 109.5 122.4 162.0 
Adjusted indexes 164.3 151.0 156.3 LThet 


> + 


gz The a*wance in department store sales was shared by all regions, although in- 
‘Oreases recorded in the Maritimes and the Prairie Provinces exceeded by a wide margin 
those occurring elsewhere. The provinces of Quebec and British Columbia reported 
Righer increeses in March than in the first two months of the year, but results for 
‘Qhtario showed little change. Sales increases in March for various regions of the 
country , with gains for the first quarter of the year in brackets, were as follows; 
‘Maritime Provinces, 26 per cent (14 per cent); Quebec, 15 per cent (4 per cent); One 
tario, 2 per cent (unchanged); Prairie ProvePcens 20 per cent (15 per cent) and 
‘British Columbie, 11 per cent (8 per cent). 


ye The increase in total sales ef 20 firms which reported a breakdown of sales 
by departments was the same, at 11 per cent, as that recorded for all firms. The 
reater portion of the increased volume of business resulted from heavy purchasing 
of men’s and women’s apparel, piece goods and the continued upward trend in sales of 
‘furniture, Sales of women’s clothing were if per cent higher than in March, 1943, 
While men's clothing departments recerded an increase of 18 per cent. Footwear sales 
gained 9 per cent in the same comparison. Piece goods departments showed an increase 
Of 23 ver cent in sales. The increase recorded for furniture amounted to 18 per cent, 
bet other household lines showed less activity. Home furnishings ee sath ~avorted 
\Sales up 6 per cent, while household appliance sales were 6 per cent Lower and gare 
nd misic departments did 35 per cent less business than last year. An pits : 

10 per cent was recorded in sales of hardware. Moderate gains of 5 and per cen 


e. F e = [2225 Tourn 2: ° 
were reported for drug and food departments respectively 


. 
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| DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


are @ mt higher in March, 1944 over 
department stores were 17 per cer 
gen ahenge z during the first quarter. 


a "ch, 1943, and averaged 9 per cent higher 


wi 


Mae te: 


_DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


(Based on dollar sal 


farch, 1945 and March 1944 
yf 20 Tuding mail order houses) 


March, 
1944 


% Change > 
1944/1943 


18, 


19. 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ooocevrcv0evcceoscn 
Women's dresses, coats and suits ccocancevcc00000 
Girls’ and infants? wear osocccecccvso0vec0000000 
Hosiery and glowes cocnccvo,eamc00000000000000000 
Lingerie and corsets ,oovccvc0ev0de00000000000000 
Millinery ..o0c00000000000000000000000000000000008 
Women’s and children’s apparel=~.(Total, 1-5) eco 
Men's and boys’? clothing and furnishings ooocovece 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .ooocv0 
Piece goods coosces 


orP9V0OO0GCOOKDEGHVGD9DODLHHHGOVOGCH COSCO O8 


oie 
Smallwares OOO Vo OF OF Vp OO OOo FO Oo 8 of 8 gO Oa 6 OS OX 


Food and kindred products occoo 


o9OgnNOoOoOcC OC oO Og O0Oc0 ha 


» Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 2000 


Home furnishings ©COOCHZVINHOVLX9OKDDO0D000000000000000 
Household appliances and electrical supplies .oooo 


Hardware,.and. kitchen, utensils. ow. 0.070% o bie o erase Sins 


Radios, musical instruments and supplies ooccecoee 
Shoes and other footwear 


%SF S999 A20D0DO0D GOK ROH DO O0CO000 


Stationery, books and magazines oooovcss000000000 


All other departments, total COK7KS9KOKDPHVDX200000000000 


= er ee ee 


3,347,719 
1,165,494 


1,123 ,566 


‘1,218,944. 


360,510 


7 5216233 


2,790,698 
810,566 
2 5229,100 
957 ,656 
2,559,131 
1,487 ,372 
2,016,662 
533,429 
1,196,187 
338,198 
1,909,199 
408 , 202 


2,794,868 


272475501 30,344,757 


3,818,606 
1,457,370 
1,196,399 
1,490,902 

405 ,584 
8,368,861 
3,284,913 

853 , 224 
2,733,343 
1,090,420 
2,644,996 
1,756,446 
2,144,892 

503,023 
1,309,351 

219,089 
2,078 937 

451,565 


2,905,697 


+1104 
#14.1 
#250 
+ 655 
+2205 
412.5 © 
+160 
417.7 
+ 503 | 
#2206 
+139 
+ 3,4 

_ +1861 
+ 6.4 
= 5of 
+ 965 
oB35oe 
+ 8.9 
#10.6 
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| PR ORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, APRIL, 1944 


SE Mh ne Poche ic ES he no - a ad fare ng Sac onl dha Ne gent lg En i Se a 


Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 164.3 for April, 1944, 
163.2°for March, 1944 and 157.9 for April, 1943. Sales in the first four months of 
this year averaged 6 per cent above the corresponding period a year ago. 

| The adjusted index, wherein allowance is made for difference in number of 
business’ days, for normal seasonal variations and for. the shifting date of Easter, 
Stood at 174.0 in April. This figure is identical with the revised adjusted index 
for March and’ compares with: indexes of 156.3 in February and 151.3 in January of 
this year. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES. 1935 ~ 1939 = 100 


1943--~ intul baw yatsogs. ‘ayod—bam--a | 
April February, March April 
Unadjusted indexes 157.9 122.4 163.2 16.3 
Adjusted indexes 153.5 156.3 174.0 174.0 


; All regions of thé ‘country reported increased sales in April this year over 
last. Identical gains of 8 per cent in the Maritime Provinces and in the Prairie 
Provinces were the largest recorded. Indexes for the first four months of the year 
in these two regions averaged 12 and 13 per cent higher respectively. Gains of 4 

per cent over April last year occurred in both Quebec and British Columbia while 
increases for the first four months amounted to 4 per cent in Quebec and 7 per cent 
in British Columbia.°© Ontario's increase of 1 per cent in April was on a par with 

the average increase in that province for the January—to-April period. 


April, 1944 sales of 19 departmental firms which reported sales by de— 
partments were 6 per cent higher this year than in April a year ago... Increases in 
furniture and piece goods continue to feature the summary by departments; these 
two departments recorded gains of 19 per cent in the month under review. Men's 
clothing sales were 9 per cent higher, women's apparel sales were up 6 per cent 
while foctwear departments gained 7 per cent over April last year. Andras Salas 
averaged 7 per cent greater, drug sales were up 3 per cent and smallwares, 5 per 
cent. Declines, ranging from 1 to 3 per cent, occurred in departments specializing 
in housshold appliances and electrical goods, food and heme furnishings. The only 
pronounced decline was that for the radio and music departments, whose sales were 


28 per cent below April, 1943. 3 
ORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


ee 


a DEPARTMENT 


were 2 per cent higher in April, 1944 


tment stores 
Sales of Ottawa departm gher during the first four montis. 


rer April, 1943, and averaged 7 per cent hi 


Mest is 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


April, 1 and April, J 


(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms including mail order houses) 


a ee ee 


April, April, % Change, 
1943 L944 19A4}1943 
Pr WG: De Rete Ce 

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ....-.cccescovecs 28 .6735332 -30, 353.3270 + 5-9 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ......sseeceeeee 3,730, 7Sl , b,043s1 3444 Fa064 
2. Girls' and infants! wear .......... caviees Chant sae geeks Lote Lente Oka Zane 
3. Pe ot and SLOVES Gains oss Rae ea elem sean sae ae 1,393,228 1,402,052 + 0.6 
4. Lingente tend corsets lise. vis. cet bees emordadeaves 1,128,605 1,246,509 +10.4 
h. Mikbinannnal. bt. Gc dsl. bres erowddes. as. 6. Se hoc ee 576,783 557,696 - 3.3 
6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) ...-_8,110,535 8,632,331 + 6.4 
7. Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings ........ 3,350,944.) 3,005,539. 1 oe 
8. Drugs and tcilet articles and preparations ...... Tho, (el 768,208 + 2.6 
9. Pies Goods + .< nde ieas sss fans PS a ae aie .. 1,779,203 2,112,260 +18.7 
10. Smallwares » Muehs ends Seorkenn, hornoenet. bodwox sere area 942,909 991,954. + 5.2 
ll. Pood send thindred mproducts +... ads. cide eusobad. . ode 25558, 6364°2,502,03iew =c2s2 


12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) .... 1,428,400 1,702,153 419.2 


13. Hohdsurdvaxt shines eels aids $105. ¢ Pe en kde BOE 2,223,236 2,152,990 - 3.2 
1. Hekeenela appliances and electrical supplies .... 518,180 512,975 -1.0 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ...........eceeees 1,218,414 1,306,088 + 7.2 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ........ 259,479 187,567. —2fat 
17. Shoes and other footwear ...... att he egy coe pes, 00L By 390,90). otatee 
18. Stationery, books and magazines ..........eccceece 385 ,.207 3925e3, . e008 
19. AlDsyther Ueper iments, “COtwl ws cess rs sees ee ren. 2,939,970 3,067,629 +4.3 


aaa ec a ELLIE 
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\ PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, MAY, 1944 


Sales in Canadian department stores during May (including the mail order 

business transacted by departmental firms) were 20 per cent higher than in May, 1943 

and gained 1 per cent over April, 1944. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939= 

100) stood at 166.5 for May, 1944, 164.3 for April, 1944 and 139.1 for May, 1943. _ 
Sales in the January-to-May period were 9 per cent higher this year than last. 


EsSeSe5- WR eos Wie 


The adjusted index, in which allowances are made for differences in number 
Of business days and for normal seasonal variations, stood at 160.0 for May. ‘The 

fact that this index is considerably below the index of 174.0 recorded in each of the 
‘two preceding months, the sharp increase in May sales over a year ago notwithstanding, 
7 the low level of trade in May last year. 


a INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VAIUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SAIES, 1955 = 1939 = 100 


1943 1944 

May March April May 
Unadjusted indexes 139.1 163.2 164.3 166.3 
Adjusted indexes 138.7 174.0 174.0 160.0 


Substantial gains were recorded in all sections of the country, those for 
the Maritime Provinces, Ontario and the Prairie Provinces equalling or exceeding the 
“average gain for Canada, while increases in Quebec and British Columbia were below 
the average. May increases for the various regions, with average gains for the year- 
to-date in brackets, were as follows: Maritime Provinces, 25 per cent (15 per cent); 
Brees 18 percent (7 per cent); Ontario, «1 per cent (5 per cent}; Prairie Prov- 
-inces, 20 per cent (14 per cent) and British Columbia, 15 per cent (8 per cent). 

a 


_ An increase of 20 per cent was recorded by 19 departmental firms which 
furnished reports on sales by departments. The only decline among the results for 
yarious departments was a 19 per cent decrease in sales of radio and music. Furni- 
ure and piece goods departments again showed most pronounced gains, with advances 
of 34 and 32 per cent respectively over May, 1943. A aaa 4 dere: mcrae 
the pronounced increase in sales of wearing apparel. Identical gar ‘ per : 
were recorded for men’s clothing and women's-clothing, while footwear sales gaine 
23 per cent. Increases within the 15 to 20 per cent range were recorded by drug, 
‘smallwares, home furnishings and hardware departments. Food sales averaged 7 per cent 
higher oreh an increase of 13 per cent occurring in sales of stationery departments. 
; ’ 
e \ 


: DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
JE An 2 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 18 per cent higher in May, 1944 over 
y, 1943, and averaged 9 per cent higher during the first five months. 


aid 2 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
May, 1943 and May, 1944 


(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms including mail order houses) 
=e —————————————————————EEEEE—EE ESSE 


May, May, % Change, 
1943 1944 1944/1943 


YAM Stem) sve hg iS heer ie. 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .....eeeecccocsces cdslll, 291 50,;110;205 — +1959 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ....--ccsesseces 3904,225 5,727,959 +25 .8 
Ae Gare “and UNC anes” "Wear (cast. occa ee asics pema nis om 925,659 1)195;956. “4c9 0 
Se HOSiery and 2LOVES*. Mere cestedccsseccccsersceeten mptUeleee IheolevuUa gg res 
45, Liigerieé and COPSEtS 6 6 dje:c s,cje0 wee ersieyeie 0 6:0 vise ¢ 50 ¢ 1,082,136 1,353,776 425.1 
Bs uM LAINGSY s,essereyenegece Se pales Heys, ereadioid's ayelels weed eneie kre fate 341,658 3714329 4 ott 
6, Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) .... 6,419,905 7,838,804 +22.1 
7. Men's and boys clothing and furnishings ........ 2,659,150 3,243,436 +22.0 
8, Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ...... 696,334 814,428 417.0 
9. Piete CO0dS ce wcse ed ac oe dle glelele co secs cc clo dwibisvee dy OU) oeeaic cme Bmmbon we 
DO gue At WLS nels ie tes ' win lat ene Te a Wie le cre leitss ere selana. ore a ween ore 824,808 952,638 . «+15.5 
FAW Poomcand kindred: producte “PAP eA Oa Oe AER, TRS TOyS le ee eee OF + 7.2 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) .... 1,487,094 1,997,154 +34.3 
15 some Gains ings LO, dle PE. A ee ee sle eee ee rs cles “HpUORGOOG tay atc, Ow O = eeu 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies .... 479,619 943,184 +135.3 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils .....sssaccnccssces dgelo,oed awdouen?) «ae 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies .....c.0. 14 OG, 172,983". -=Le, a 
17. Shoes and other ‘Tootwear ...ccercoccscecrsvcsecccs dgIdG,070 yO eeetOU . eke 
18. Stationery, books and magazines 2... 0s.. secuccncce 514,519 355,927  +135.4 


19. All other departments, total ..cce.cce.cseceseces 8,700,251 3,155,655 +1427 
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STORE SALES, 


The ‘ddilar volume of department store sales in Canada during June (including 

) Mail order business transacted by departmental firms) was 9 per cent higher than 

an June, 1945, but declined 10 per cent below May, 1944. Unadjusted indexes (on the 
ase; 1955-1959 = 100) stood at 149.6 for June, 1944, 166.2 for May, 1944 and- 136.8 © 

for June, 1945. Sales in the first half of 1944 were 9 per cent above sales in the 

Se e. period of Yast year. 


The. adjusted index, in which allowances are made for differences in number 
f business days and for normal seasonal variations, stood at 142.6 for June. This 
figure represents a substantial reduction from the adjusted index of 160.0 recorded 
an May, which in turn was sharply down from the index of 174.0 for April. 


Y INDEXES. (OF “THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935--1939 = 100 


‘ 1943 : 1944 
Penn June April May oS fine 
~ Unadjusted indexes 136.8 164,53 166.2 149.6 
Adjusted indexes 1350.9 174.0 160.0 142.6 


Sales of department stores located in Western Canada recorded increases 
which were somewhat higher than the gain over June a year ago recorded for the 
Dominion. Gains in eastern and central sections of the country were fairly uniform, 
but were slightly below the average increase for Canada. Increases recorded in June . 
this year over last for various regions of the country, with results for the first 
half of the year in brackets, were as follows; Maritime Provinces, +7 per cent. (+13 
per cent); Quebec, +7 per cent (+7 per cent); Ontario, +6 per cent (+5 per cent); 
Prairie Frovinces, +13 per cent (+14 per cent) and British Columbia, +16 per cent 

Bro per cent). 

_——s«sThe total sales of 16 departmental firms which reported sales by depart- 
ments were ll per cent higher in June this year compared, Wabe last. Increases re- 
rded by apparel departments and by departments specializing in the sale of house~ 
hold appliances and electrical. supplies were more moderate than gains recorded in the 
preceding month of May. The increase in food store sales was somewhat higher than 
that recorded in May. Other departments reported increases of somewhat similar pro- 
portions to those recorded in May. Furniture and piece goods departments reported 
gains in sales amounting to 32 and 26 per cent respectively, continuing the pronounced 
increase in activity which these two Spa ee have experienced during several re- 
nt months. .In the apparel lines, women's clothing recorded an increase of 6 per 


sent, a gain almost similar to the 7 per cent increase shown in sales of men's and 


2 . Ho. 
boys clothing, while footwear sales gained only S per cent over June, 1945.  iiome 


furnishings and hardware departments reported increases of 17 and 18 per cent respec- 
tively. The downward trend in sales of radio and musical instruments continues, a 10 
cent decline being recorded in the month under reviews Drug, food and stationery 


miter : | 
departments each showed gains amounting to 13 per cent. Sales of smallwares depart- 
ments were up 10 per cent. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 4 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 7 per cent higher in June, 1944 over 
June, 1943, and averaged 9 per cent higher during the first six months. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA,) BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
June, Tune, 1943 and June, 1944 


(Based on dollar sales of 16 firms. iheludine mail order houses; “35 afm0d 
. June , June, 4, ctangkal 
1943 1944 1944/1943 
ra z ea se 
TOTAL SALES ,: ALL: DEPARTMENTS .oacbeskbusteceh 2ALO97, 465 286.675) 564050 4105 Tage 
af 
1,’ Women’s dresses, coats and suitS ..csiccescboose Ky ILOy419 3,067,242 + 3.@3 Gm 
Onn 
By ee Sen ONT ANE S* WEAT i» a0 als 0 5c0e.6 sine pee eee £65, lee 957 , 544 + 8.60:08 
ee ee LOTTO | OL GOUOS. non core ns pie = Seren buble Pabupde >? Pee ie 904,97 935 ,355 +, Soe am 
* 
ao! Lanvrerge' Bnd COTSELS, isc cow epi ie ose eine ciclo pun Secunia ly eee +1127 
Dis Millinery eoevwovvrdeegeoocoevvueogcrvxe ee ovvGcGeeerxrAwdonveeead 502 , 345 279,016 eon 
6, Worlen’s° and children's apparel==(Total, 1-5) ., 6,222,690 6,593,440 + 6.0 
(SRNR EE ee RE So a Re LO OR EE MTU SE ORR AIEEE a SC tT 
7, hente and boys*.clothing and furnishings o5 apopa, 3000, 0US wae tapes + 6.9 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ¢... 716,406 SO7 , 862 412.8 
9, Piece f00ds ®2eCOKMP OGHOTKFOHMOSOOGPODO DOXA YY OW MG ob 5s ODO oO 1,687), 632 & yea ioo +#26.0 BY 
1Ou Sma llweres PHP9LACHKH FL AOS HO BTA HOV HDAEHHO OH CHO KRHA GanduYaA 797,808 877 , 488 +10.0 id 
1}, Food and kindred products COCKOOOXO YVID®ZHH ODE DO VO8O”O 2,041,207 2,314,601 41564 : 
12, Furniture (including mattresses and springs) .. 1,232,906 + 1,627,908 H5Bodoneth 
Oe 
13. tlome furnishings ete) 3 2 073.5 16 7 
he © 99000808088 CCPH GFCHFKHOHKTFHT OH OBFADIOOD + 9 79,065 2,075,554 +16.6 
4 ag} nQ7r ; * * timw ' 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies ., 445 ,477 458,403 + 2c9 
& Te ‘02 37 ‘ 7 = . a F MY 
13,4) Herdware Jand KECCHEN UtLGHSIIS .oeecc sccneceeccdnn 985,245 ~ 1,158,790 +179 
Py 
. one 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ...... Ble ao? 190,256 19 aa 
7 Sho S I +h twas € ry ¢ © ° Sn) 
17. Shoes and other footwear ..scccovcesersceescose 2,039,610 2,095,207 + oF 
LG. SLationery, books’ and Marasinee |. ¢o% sun eso oe aw Sib ce. 359,984 413 Pe 
9 
ee Ds Jann 7 2 SE ) eT: 7 q 
19, it other departments, total ...cccoecsocccecoe £y801,015 2,975,56E + 6.2 
e5 
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( PREEIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JULY, 1944 


nol 


ee 


The dollar volwne of department store sales in Canada during July (including 
mail order business transacted by departmental firms) was 4 per cent higher than in 
July, 1943, but declined 22 per cent below June, 1944. Unadjusted indexes (on the 

“base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 116.8 for July, 1944, 150.3 for June, 1944 and 112.5 
for July, 1943. Sales in the first seven months of 1944 were & per cent above sales 

‘in the same period of last year. 

' 

; here was one more business day in July of last year than this. When allow- 

vance was made for this difference, and also for normal seasonal movements, the ad- 

_justed index stood at 156.9 for July, 1944. The increase over the adjusted index of 

144.7 for July, 1943 amounted to & per cent, a gain which is on a par with the aver- 

‘age increase in sales for the first seven months of the year. 


INDEARS OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935-1939 = 100 


1943 1944 

July May June July 
Unadjusted indexes deere nd 166.2 TOO go LLGee 
Adjusted indexes 144.7 160.0 143.2 ‘S56 


Dollar sales of department stores in the Maritime Provinces were 1 per 
cent lower than in July, 1945. All other sections of the country reported increases, 
the largest being a 9 per cent gain in the Prairie Provinces. Ontario and British 
Columbia stores did 3 per cent more business in July this year compared with last, 
While Quebec sales were up 1 per cent. 


Sales of 18 departmental firms which reported sales by departments were 3 
per cent higher in July this year over the same month a year ago. Sales of women's 
apparel declined 3 per cent, men's clothing sales were approximately the Same as in 
July last year, while footwear sales advanced 1 per cent. Furniture sales gained 24 
per cent and hardware seles were up 12 per cent. Among other household departments, 
Sales of home furnishings were 3 per cent higher, while declines of 4 and 28 per cent 
occurred in sales of household appliances, and radio and MUSIC ¢ All other departments 
reported gains over July a year ago and these ranged fron 5 per cent for food to le 
per cent for piece goods, although the increases were 11 all cases reduced from those 
recorded in the immediately preceding month of June. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 9 per cent higher in July, 1944 over 
July, 1943, and also averaged 9 per cent higher during the first seven months of this 


year compared with last. 


: 


fo 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


July, 1945 and July, ..1944 


(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms including mail order houses) 


JULY , 
1943 


July, 
1944 


4 Change, 
1944/1943 


pepe a ee EE MAE ERE SEE TT ie 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ....cssseceevs> - 19,980,064 £0,652,550 + 5d 

1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ...ccccoccesee 8,068,254 1,899,521 ~- 8.0 

2, Ginrle tend. i ntant’s! Wear: 4 ss sisjes 6% + Aware Serre 622 5075 652 ,264 + 4.9 

Deo HOGLOT Ys NO CLOVES) 2° oie o(¥iu & « alalhle & cow Sele orth ab eee 749,226 7 aoe - 3.7 

4. Lingerie and COPSETS cece erereeseverccccesessocs 9764995 JolQ@Lyg ese + 4.2 

SLM IMO Tie Oiie sate ect te 04 a wie v8 og Moet oe lee we meee ener Loo, a7 144,323 - 8.8 

6. Women's and children's apparel--(Total, 1-5) .. 4,574,725 4,434,892 —- 3.1 

7. Men's and boys‘ clothing and furnishings ...... 2,097,205 PAPO LS hao - 0.3 

8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .... ahS Bea bt 2) 746,601 ..ch 7a 

ee OCR EO OCS tain pein ie sin ew ey 5 Wereee Rica ws 15942,100 (2, 7275760) etiece 

10. Smallwares MOG ree ee) Pc, eee eee 704,414 746,175 + Og 
Lin Pood: ‘andqzeiridred predicts pivec. wae leds Sarton. ae ¥5:980, 97820°290%5,570 + 48 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) .. LyU67, 558 1,441,429 +23.9 
13. Home furnishines ....¢.0... aa ee sesesoccesedsinn tiy485 077 Dawwl tasae72edous- ams 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies .. 406 ,525. 591,868 =" 0 
lSw Hardware and kitchen utensils sf. 60s. vee eoet eee. 821,514 923,364 +12.4 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ...... £06,328 148,762 -27.9 
17. Shoes and other footwear ..... wre elena erie Rae Ae wo 1,476,098" “+ "ite 
18. Stationery, books and magazines .......... aus, 287 ,506 312,909 + 8.8 
19, All other departments, total .....c.cccecces : 2,000,271 2,562,566 + iam 


fF S34 | » bf ‘ 
hoe Es NOE” 2 ak tb ee F jest: W Med ed 


Be wnt ESS 5 te) | UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
Note: "Tals Sureau is co-operating in the conservation of paper on account of the 
present critical shortage thereof. If this bul 


a ‘ties lletin is not needed by you, 
' please notify the Dominion Statistician ana your name will be removed from 
our mailing list." 


Published by Authority of the HON. JAMES A. MackINNON, Mor, 
Minister of Trade and Commerce 
DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE 
DOMINION BUREAU OF STATISTICS 
Bas MERCHANDISING AND SERVICES BRANCH 
eee nf * OTTAWA, CANADA 
Dominion Statistician: SeA. Cudmore, M.A. (Oxon.) F.S.S., FeR.S.C« 
Chief, Merchandising and Services Branch: _ Ae ©. Steedman, B.A. 
Vol. VII - No. 8 f ~ Price -— .10 cents. 


ADE mn eae 


ee 


ay ‘ato piri, ee 
oo ‘4 \ 


Fn 


Nee 


~od \ PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, AUGUST, 1944 

oR oe 
/Y. Sales of Canadian department stores during August (including mail order 
business transacted by departmental firms) were 15 per cent higher than in August, 
1943, and gained 19 per cent compared with the immediately preceding month of July. 
Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100)-stood at 139.4 for August, 1944, 
126.8 for July, 1944 and 120.9 for August, 1943. Sales in the first eight months 
of 1944 were 9 per cent above sales in the same period of last year. 


4 


After adjustment for differences in number of business days and for normal 
seasonal variations, the index for August, 1944, at 165.3, was somewhat higher than 
the adjusted index of 156.9 recorded for July, 1944, and compared with an average 
adjusted index of approximately 160 for the first eight months of the year. Allow- 
ance for the extra business day in August this year had the effect of reducing the 
inerease from 15 per cent for the unadjusted to 11 per cent for the adjusted index. 


- 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935-1939 = 100 
a i | 1943 1944 


August June July August 


Unadjusted indexes 120.9 150.35 116.8 139.4 
»., Adjusted indexes 148.4 145.2 156.9 165.3. 
Bo. Departmental firms operating in the Maritime Provinces reacted sharply in 
August, after reporting a slight decline in sales for July, and recorded an out- 
‘Standing gain of 23 per cent over August, 1943. The average increase for the first 
gight months of the year in this region amounted to 13 per cent. August increases 
in other sections of the country, with gains for the year-to-date in brackets, were 
aS follows: Quebec, 8 per cent (7 per cent ); Ontario, 15 ac? Cent, 1D. BEL cent); 
Prairie Provinces, 21 per cent (14 per cent, and British Columbia, 15 percent 
{9 per cent). 


* 
f \ ie 


' Nineteen departmental firms reported a breakdown of sales by departments 
and their ageregate sales were 17 per cent ahead of last years Sales of radios, 
tusical instruments and supplies continued their downward trend and were one-third 
lower in August this year than last. hioderate increases occurred serge wv , 
household appliance, home furnishings and stationery departments, bu cp eaenell 
Other departments were almost equal to, or greater than, the average gain for a 
departments. 


as: DEPARTMENT STORE SALES In OTTAVA 
Jet aAnibint OS 


F 
stores were 10 per cent higher in August, 1944 
gher during the first eight months 


> 


Sales of Ottawa department e 
rer August, 1943, and also averaged 9 per cent hi 
this year compared with last. 


Bey Barks 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


August, 1943 and August, 1944 


(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms including mail order houses ) 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS cesccnccane 
1. Women's dresses, coats and Suits .e.e< sana; 
Beer rot CADir Line bee CNEL the bc ell sh hig ade Ma dle 
Ol HOSLEMY A ANG: PO LOVES dees nike w'ecvaiw sie a RE Os aes 
Ay LERROTI SO BNEW OLSO GES le a clas aie oh oa ele wiles, RRs wm 
Sed LIN haus in lec a: hag ettiaie fame Pei acl en ee ew 
6. Women's and children's apparel~(Total, 1-5) 
7 


- Men’s and boys? clothing and furnishings . 


Drugs and toilet articles and preparations 


96 PROG Br eood S.J hia armies Kelsie nce Sie wee e ale o kiwlese 
LO x” REL WEE 9810 eer ean wie pleated ha ae eens aus tals 
ll. Food and kindred products ..... ¢ ait atein bs 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 
lies Home; furnishings aak «anit ail... 8 a weld 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils .........ece 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies . 


« All other departments, total ....:. Onu. 


Shoes and other footwear ..seccocs 


2oescenn ae 


Stationery, books and magazines ....,eses0 


August, August, % Change, 
1943 1944 1944/1943 
3 $ SESS 
21,985,058 24,875,576 + 16.6 
2,340,768 2,715,658 + 16.0 
645,775. 1,152,116 + 36.2 
798,385 874,694 + 3936 
889,479 1,128,580 + 26.9 
255,964 264,765 + 13.2 
5,108,591 6,155,813 +.20,1 
2,160,322 2,500,378 +1571 
645 ,249 736 ,263 + 14.1 ; 
1,824,844 2,529,567 + 27.7 
758,279 869 , 890 + 1449 
1,627,764 2,125,279 + 16.3 
1,418,078 1,710,834 + 20.6 
1,637,194 1,766,550 + 7.9 
517,152 524,189 m Lk 
774,444 931,295 + 20.3 ; 
246,167 163, 823 - 33.5 
1,524,080 1,803,003 i 16.3 
377,174 405,494 + 75am 
2,515,920 2,873,198 + 147299 
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( PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, SEPTEMBER ,1944 
Ss steht nn eae ed 


{The dollar value of Canadian department store sales in September (including 
the mail order business of departmental firms) was 15 per cent higher compared with 
“September, 1943 and gained 31 per cent over’ August of this year. Unadjusted indexes 
(on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 183.1 for September, 1944, 1359.4 for August, 
(1944 and 159.1 for September, 1945. The 15 per cent advance over September last year 
was Similar to the gain recorded in August... Increases for the two recent months have 
contributed substantially towards the 10 per cent expansion in department store sales 
‘during the first nine months of this year over last. 


The adjusted index, in which allowances are made for differences in number 
of business days and for normal seasonal movements, stood at 179.1 for September, 
/1944. The upward trend in the adjusted indexes extended into its third month and the 
September index represents a new peak in this series. Adjusted indexes for preceding 
months were as follows: 165.4 in August, 156.9 in July and 143.2 in June. 

INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1955-1939 = 100 


1943 1944 
September July August. september 
Unadjusted indexes 183.1, 116.8 139.4 183.1 
Adjusted indexes 156.8 156.9 165.4 273 1. 


An anelysis of the comparisons on a regional basis reveals that marked 
shifts in trend occurred in Quebec and British Columbia September sales were 17 
per cent higher this year than last in Quebec, while sales for the first nine months 
of this year exceeded those for the same period a year ago by only & per cent. 
British Columbia sales gained 19 per cent in September this year over last and were 
up 10 per cent in the cumulative comparison for the two years A 20 per cent in- 
Crease in the Prairie Provinces for September compares with an average gain of 15 per 
eent for the year-to-date Ontario sales were up 11 per cent in September and in- 
creased 7 per cent over the nine-month period The 9 per cent increase in September 
for the Maritime Provinces was, on the other hand, lower than the 12 per cent increase 
recorded for the year-to-date. 


N Sales of 21 departmental firms which provided sales statements on a depart- 
mental basis averaged 15 per cent higher in September tiis year over last. The re- 
sults for individual departments indicate an unusual degree of uniformity, only four 
departments recording percentage changes which differed by more than four points 
from the average result. Most outstanding gains were those for food and piece goods 
‘departments, sales being up 24 per cent in cach case. Home furnishings aback ony a 
Moderate 5 per cent advance, while sales of radio and music departments were 28 per 


Cent lower than in September last year. 


sr, One 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
Sales of Ottawa department stores were 12 per cent higher in September, 
1944 over September, 1943, and averaged 9 per cent higher during the first nine 
months of this year compared with last. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
September, 1943 and September, 1944 ~ 
including mail order houses) 


(Based on dollar sales’ of S1 firms 


¥;  geptenb es, Sepeeneae aaa Change, 
1943 1944 1944/1943 
eo kt oe SEB + —— 

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .. 29,985,859 54,366,510 +14.6 

1. Women's dresses, coats and suits 3. 545,551 4,095 ,526 415.5 

2 deeRS” and i nGant Swear ss Wace -tevewe ere 1,771,464 2,968,052 Ad Gaull 
oat HEGREPT VAG PAONOS: exiet cqusts crejewiewr eile a '0 eter y 1,326 g274 Je yad DO. Sn + 4.8 

45 LEBBCYLOeGndyCOPrset Sen's o's-s «+o, ciuuls seme state 1 75 Why SGA 1 ,082.,266 +16.6 

Path Iin emcee dis sale Qcitilll, elite 465 , 455 527,299 413.3 

6. Women's and children's apparel-(Total, 1-5) 8,466,788 9,663,424 #14.1 

7. Men's andboys* clothing and iadi'tn his o RIBBPISGZISS 4,461,095 +1258 

8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations 740,221 880 , 024 +18.9 

9 SPPSSSISEOOd Ss. as beauties 2,467,490 3,051,179 425.7 

LO. BmeW aves. 5. Pilate wa ss a, OOD paae 1,156,846 +15.5 
lis food and kindred products... 26. &, 003,66 2 y4735 4596 +25.9 
12, Furniture (ine lud ing mattresses and springs) 1,633,382 1,920,594 +176 
13. Home furnishings Ly oF digetee 2,094,606 + Dek 
14, Household appliances and electrical supplies 659,509 Tee ola Ged +e 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils E82 , 00€ 1,021,496 +15.8 
16, Radios, musical instruments and supplies 299,970 216,648 -27.8 
L?. Shoes and other footwear .... bade 2,638,498 +178 
18. Stationery, books and magazines .. 614,381 710,367 “415.6 
19, All other departments, total © ,041,090 0,560,164 | ~ +10.5 
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TMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE $s {S, OCTOBER, 1944 


Dollar sales of.Canadian department stores in October {including the mail 
order..business of departmental firms) were 9 per cent greater than in October, 1943 
and stood 5 per cent above the preceding month of September. Unadjusted indexes (on 
he base, 1935-1939'= 100) stood at 193.0 for October, 1944, 183.8 for September, 
1944 and 177.8 for October, 1943. The 9 per cent gain over October last year, while 
Ore moderate than the 15 per cent increases which occurred in both August and Sep- 
mber, compares. favourably with the 10 per cent gain in total sales for the first 
ten months of this year over the similar period in 1943, 


. The adjusted index of sales for October, 1944 stood at 171.3. This index 
ber while down from the high peak recorded in September is still much higher than 
he average adjusted index for the year-to-date which stands at 163.2 


__. INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935-1939=100 


1943 1944 

October ~ August September October 
Unadjusted indexes Lids e 159.4 183.8 LgS.0 
Adjusted indexes $57.3 165.4 179.7 171.3 


Gales increases for October this year over last were greatest in Eastern 
fanada and became progressively smaller from east to west. Gains in the Maritime 
tovinces and Quebec were 13 per cent in each case. Ontario and the Prairie Prov- 
in¢es recorded identical gains of & per cent, while British Columbia reported sales 
5 per eent- above October a year ago. In the first ten wontns of this year, sales 
were up 14 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, 12 per cent in the Maritime provinces, 
) percent in British Columbia, 9 per cent in Quebec and 7? per cent in Ontario com+ 
pared with the corresponding period of last year. 


Sales of 21 departmental firms which reported a breakdown of sales by de~ 
artments were 9.5 per cent higher in October, 1944 than in October, 1945... .eurniture, 
"00d and piece goods departments led in point of view of increased sales over October 
t year with gains of 18, 17 and 15 per cent respectively. Apparel ogee eeaee 

wed uniform gains, women's clothing recording a 10 per cent advance fo vet By 

ms of 8 per cent in footwear and 7 per cent in men's clothing sales. Househo i 
liance departments did 11 per cent more business, home furn) Shi he" ae ene BP 
er cent.and sales of hardware departments gained © Pet cent. PhO GT Tete “hi eT 5 
artment, continuing a prolonged downward trend, uae the qniy Deas ae ete Uae 
@s lower this year than last, with a decline of 1o per cent in ib m baeUngeR. 1 
Hew. Drug sales increased 11 per cent and smallwares departments rep 


er cent higher than in October, 1945. 


é 
ut 


Bereot 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
Sales of Ottawa department stores were 13 per cent higher in October, 1944 
over October, 1943, and averaged 10 per cent higher during the first ten months of. 
this year compared with last. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
October, 1943 and October ,1944 
(Based on dollar sales of 21 firms including mail order houses) 


i AN AUR A I CC 
October , October , % Change, 9 
1943 1944 1944/1943 


cn a re ne cm on aR 
4 $ i - F ae a 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ....-+++e++5 32,215,613. 35,279,800 + 9,5 ; 
1, Women's dresses, coats and suits .......-- 4,060,354 4,617,815 +18,7 0 ae 
Beet Sand TASan ts Weal ls 65s wees eae, be es ee ee 1,888,419 414.4 7 
BS, HOALOry. ant ClOVeS.” 5. a cv den ey eae ee Vou Lao tates L540 /0,0e9 + 1.1 ; 
4. Lingerie and Corsete, «).sspears anager dan ba doOr Due eee + 4,0 
5. Millinery re ga ae De ee aan eee 489,818 SAR rt 
6, Women's and children's apparel-(Total,1-5) 9,065,198 9,960 ,183 $9949 
7. Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings £0977,41.0 4,990 7167 5 ag 
8. nets and toilet articles and preparations 852 ,442 947 ,596 +11.2 
9. Piece: goods £3909,925 2,70%5465 +14,7 
10 UO Sinehimatesl 2ege2 ty .eTas 01 Bis KONG. 6 DEON 6 Be ee 1,183,367 Lyese2;N17 + 8.3 ¥ 
il. Poed andi kindred prodactevs®. .. 9600.1 oR ee 2,412,554 . 2,8225815 +1720 ; 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 1,611,150 1,898,250 +1798 : 
ow 
150° Hotiet furnishings .c9l. 2.000.900 ei Os. dee IRGl ZO, 226ml 20186) 266 + 3.6 uf 
14, Household appliances and electrical supplies 585,642 647 ,208 +10,5 | 
IS. Hardware “and kitchen-utensils soit esrs sts 896 ,190 966,969 ae - 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies . 262 ,516 222,742 ~15.2 7 
17, Shoes and other footwear .......... sesceee 28,354,033 2,534,933 717 Oe 
18. Stationery, books and magazineS ...ccceecce 953,506 600,726 + €.6 3 
19. ATT other’departments. ’total?>. 22.204 ceeee O,0914676 3,603,365 + 6.2 : 
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( J IMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, NOVEMBER, 1944 


Dollar sales of Canadian department stores in November (including the mail 


‘end advanced 17 per cent above the preceding month of October. Unadjusted indexes 
(on the base, 1945-1959 = 100) stood at ££5.4 for November, 1944, 193.1 for October, 
1944 and 196.0 for November, 1943. Increases in corresponding-month comparisons for 
1945 and 1944 have varied from a low of 5 per cent in Januery to a high point of 20 
‘per cent in May. Although there have been fairly wide fluctuations from month-to- 
fionth, the general tendency throughout the year has been towards a widening margin of 
‘increase over last year. Thus, the 11 per cent incresse in the volume of business 
during the first eleven months of this year compared with last is higher than the 
Cumulative gain as at the end of any preceding month ‘of the year. 


The adjusted index of sales for November was 194.9. This figure exceeded 
by a@ wide margin the previous record high point of 179.7 established in September 

Of this year. The increase over October of this year, when the index stood at 
2171.4, is particularly outstanding. It is noteworthy, however, that the adjusted 
index also reached its highest level in November in each of the two preceding years, 
@n indication of the growing practice of purchasing Christmas merchandise earlier 
then in former years owing to prevailing shortages of many gift lines. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1955-1959=100 

, 1943 1944 

a November September October November 
i Unadjusted indexes 196.0 183.8 193.1 £20 04 
Adjusted indexes 168.8 179.7 171.4 194.9 


Cains in November.of this year over last were quite uniform for the various 
“regions of the country. The increases which occurred in the five economic divisions 
of the country, with gains for the first eleven months in brackets, were as follows: 
ritime Provinces, 16 per cent (13 per cent); Quebec, 14 per cent (9 per cent); 
terio, 16 per cent (8 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 16 per cent (14 per cent) and 
ritish Columbia, 12 per cent (10 per cent). 2 


\ The volume of business trensacted by 19 departmental firms which reported 
ee of sales by departments was lo per cent greater in November » 1944 than 
in the corresponding month of 1943. Sales of piece aie and furniture Ee 
were both reported to be <6 per cent higher than in November a eal 2E0» on : ese 
led other departments in point of view of increased Sales. Purchases of foo peer" } 
were 17 per cent above last year, while increases of 16 end Lees iui pring fides: 
by women's apparel and men's clothing departments respectively. pereRE 
ments did 19 per cent more business than in November , 1945, while s nae pe = . 
ent and 16 per cent were recorded by gepar tants 970i ie ee . ; eaaigel Lee 
nd food products. A decline of only 1 per cent in BAleH Ob seaey Oe ee 


¥ 


} 


oo GF = 
struments by depertment stores represents a considerable reduction in megnitude from 
the larger declines recorded in earlier months of the year. Other departments, deal- 
ing chiefly in household lines, showed increases ranging from 10 per cent for home 
furnishings to 15 per cent for hardware and smallweres. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN 
Sales of Ottawa department ¢ stores were 16 per yy higher in November, 1944 
over November, 1945, and averaged 11 per cent higher curing the first eleven months 
of this year -compared with last. 


OTTAWA rey ij 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALE Sib, CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMEN 


Nee [94s and November, 1944 J 
(Based on dollar sales of 19 7 firms including mail order houses) 
Sa aro ois PRCA sc iNo veh Gn November , % Change, 
aces am Zeon me te 1944 1944/1943 _ 
Sgr @ : 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS |... out bers 99 9948 ,491 415419525 +1502 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits .....-.....° 4,403,767 5,228,854 +18.7) © 
eo Girlet end .infants Veweanie so, oy bw ow leis 1,597,863 1,848,137 +15 07 i 
; gh 
3, Hosiery and gloves ssdeucsodes 1,768,944 1,787,475 +o),00%8 
4. Lingerie and corsetesysgid. to de aan. wear Lede? poss 1,671,806 #619 
Do MMOEDE Nery aes Gee eset hen OEE seen 408,570 57,704 +1220 
6. Women’s and children’s apparel~(Totel, i-5), 2246696 10,993,976 ae ot . 
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ;:,. 4,834,249 DsOlOsa9L Pe : 
&. Drugs and toilet articles and preparetions , 1,168,490 1,314,920 +10 ase j 
9. Pisce, so0vey, snes... ono ‘ : so Uae. OOe 2,994,896 +5 oD ‘ 
10, Smellwares AE ee ee ee eee a 1,536,469 1,765,744 +14.9 % 
Ll. Foodvand Kindred ‘products 2 "jen; oes epOLb, O71 @,684,144 Files 
lz. Furniture (including: mattresses and springs) 1,599,944 z,009,905 #25 6 yi 
13, Home furnishings nds Ae eae waka & 9260 5464 £»490,252 + 9.9 : 
14, household appliances and electrical supplies 544,022 614,874 +13,0 i. 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils Ps ee Re ee 905,554 1,045,277 415.4 Z 
16. Radios, musical instruments end supplies 288,476 £84,677 = Le a 
17, Shoes end other footwear on 6,4)4, 064 akin aie's o/s glad, | CERO tee 3,049,757 #17] og 
16, Stationery, books and magazines be He P 912,054 1,083,080 7 
19. All other departments, total toccesercesccrg 4,879,831 Fy 2 BP iG e2 


AC ETO ee ee IO ys ten eh Ee o-nageene nance <nette ion ape = 
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REPORT ON DEPARTVENT STORE SALES, DECEMBER, 1944 


December sales of department stores located throughout Canada recorded a 6 
Becent increase over sales in: Decenber, 1943 and were J3-per cent higher than in 
me preceding month of November. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1955-1939=100) 
wood at 655.8 for December, 1944, 225.2 for November, 1944 and 240.2 for December, 
ga5. Tne fisures uwpon which these results are based include mail drder ‘sulesof de- 
yartriental firms. ~The 6 per cent margin in sales of department stores between Decem- 
of The. two.years. is somewhat. below the average increase for the full year 1944 
during which sales were 10 per cent higher than in 1943, 

a The Decenber index, with adjustment for differences in number of business 
days-and seasonal variations, dropped sharply to 15&.4 from the high November mark of 
[948% but was 9 per cent higher than the adjusted index for December, 1945,which 
stood) at 145.8. This abnormal movement reflects the development which has charac~ 
erized the seasonal distribution of department store sales during the two previous 
ars, in both of which the index experienced a gradual upward movement during the 
fall months and! fell off abruptly in December. It reveals the increasing tendency 

Mm the part of consumers to do their Christmas purchasing at an earlier date than in 
former years, partly because a considerable portion of Christmas purchases are des- 
birled for overseas delivery and partly because of the scarcity of many gift lines of 
merchandise. Recent years have witnessed a major increase in purchasing power in 

she hands of consumers, an inerease which is probably spread fuirly evenly over the 
welve months of the year. The decline in the December seasonally adjusted index is 
in indication that, notwithstanding, the brisk Christmas trade in recent years, Christ- 
laS purchases form a smaller proportion of the total annual retail business than was 
formerly the case. 

SS. SNDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUER OT DEPARTRENT STORE SALES, 1945-1939 = 100 


a ee ed t DT 


i. 1945 ee Tee wee 
Bet December October November pegember 
e. E : = ra 19° ak) 2s ee r 
Unadjusted indexes 240 0% sc ¥ say 5 aed 

r Ova ; 1s, 4 158 
“Adjusted indexes 145.8 ° ° 


: si Ontario was the only province reporting a sales increase for DEAT ERAS 
QM magnitude than that for the country as a whole. December LCRA RR: ‘ee 

for the year 1944 over 1945 in brackets, were as follows: Mars Game een, NF me t): 
lent (12 per cent); .uebec, 10 per cent (9 per cent); PRE APE ie ay be a ha ere 
rairie Provinces, 6 per cent (15 per cent) and British Columbia, ¥ per cen = 
ent). Sew #3 5a e 
Total sales of those departmental firms wales reported & breakdown. of sales 
y departments were 7 per cent higher in December, 1944 eee he eae 
943, Shortages in certain iteris of women's apparel FOSUES = pres ae — 
partiients recording declines of 5 and 10 per cent epeeiensee ie ana ee foot- 
en's wear were 1 per cent higher, men's ee yee t rete Te between 
sales increased 11 per cent over December, 1943. The largest 1n 


f 


wi Beak 

Decenber of the two years were 16 per cent for food departments and 15 per cent in 
gales of piece goods departments. Hardware departments, with a sales gain of 14 per 
eent in the month under review, maintained aporoximately the same margin over 1943 
as in the preceding month of November. A 12 per cent increase in furniture sales---—= 
was more moderate than the 25 per cent advance recorded in November. Increases in 
other household departments were as follows: 4 per cent for home furnishings, © per— 
cent for household appliances and electrical supplies and 3 per cent for radio and 
music departments. . 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALWS IN OTTAWA ca 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 12. per cent higher in December, 1944 
over December, 1943 and were 11 per cent higher during the year 1944 compared with’: 
1943. ly 


DEPARTWENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTEENTS 
December, 1945 and ‘Decenuber, 1944 


(Based on dollar sales of 1@ firms including mail order houses) 7 
SSS SS { SES, SE SES, eS ES am 


December, December,  % Change, 
1943 1944 1944/1943 


ts , 
2 $ ‘ 


MOPTAL. GALMS, ALL DEPARTMENTS i254 chen eee sccroe, S09 0t8,100, 46,046,908 + 7.0 


l. i ng’ aaa Coats and Swits i. eee se 4 er eyoke (94. S16 One + 7. 9G 
Perera yee ANIAnGS’ WGP sak esseecs eae eee net Lat ane 14,786,569 + 8.618 
3B. tenlery ha BUST OS ae es cc koe a oe eee ae BOONE eae MN ta 2.825, 408 ~ 6, 0R 
4 Limeerie and Corsets ot eae ee eas ee ena ee see mye, OOo » HOA IIOO MESS ~10.1 
ARTO wh 6.0m ee Wee Fe ao NS Gm Sle Me Rw tee TOE 544 ,785 DOO, L62 #5. 
6. wWorien’s and children's apparel-(Total, 1-5)... 10,919,756 © 22,071,682 + 1.4 9 
¥, wen’ Ss and boyst* clothing ‘and furrishings iw’ 994796 200 6,029,856 + @ om 
& Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ..  <i,090, 418 GPa iy 655 412.919 
Qe PROCS VOCUS taste kw te ce bee eee bet she Se eee eae! ROL ECU fe ph ayo o 415.4 om 
LO. MAL AWETOS oS Se eee ew te th eee ee ew eee oe we Oh | ep aM aon 2% 550,514 +8. Fie 
i foes. Gna KRIMUTSd Procucys. J. sels ce wo ee ake we te Wy OO eye) ee 3,466,411 +15./.8 
2. Furniture (including mattresses atid springs).’ Py502,185 1,685, 932 +12. 
Poe Home LUN STINGS wie eee cele eee te eye Ue Oe Oe | MRT geile LTRS teen aiemeny ca 3 Tae 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies 611,474 657), 107 + 7.D 3% 
ip, Hardwere Bre kitohen ubensilsiw, 205 Dae ee. « 938, 855 1,072,981 414.3 
16.. Radios, musical instruments and supplics .... od. SOE do1,074 + Sec 
Ties. AU0 Oulet TOOTWREIO NI. «2.6 cueen cos sleek oie, 146,088 3,054,924 +11.2 
1S, seatronery, Dooks and ‘Magazines .....sceccewsebidy 720,000 . beeeiaeae +11.¢ 
19. fol other departments} otal wessccvcesvec teil 0,905,50% 7, eee + 5,0 
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Tt Aes Csae anes ee an en aera 

Januéry sales of Canadian department stores recorded a 12 per cent increase 
ver sales in January, 1944 and were 52 per cent below the preceding month of Decem~ 

r, 1944. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 123.2 for Jan- 

ry, 1945, 255.9 for December, 1944 and 109.7 for January, 1944. The figures upon 

hich these results are based include mail order sales of departmental firms. 


(LIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JANUARY, 1945 


After adjusting for differences in number of business days and for normal 

teasonal variations, the index moved from 158.4 in December, 1944 to 164.0 in Jan- 
1945 

9 ° 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1955-1959 = 100 


1944 1945 


ere ae 


i. . January November December _ January 


q . Unadjusted Indexes 109.7 Beales 255.8 123.2 
Adjusted Indexes 151.3 194.7 158.4 164.0 
i, S. 
Bs ‘Ontario's increase of 16 per cent was the highest among the results for the 


five economic divisions of the country. Gains of 14 per cent occurred in both Quebec 
and the Maritime Provinces, followed by a 12 per cent advance in the Prairie Pro- 
vinces. British Columbia recorded its lowest increase in some time, when sales in- 
creased only 1 per cent in January this year compared with last. 

6. An analysis of sales by departments, for which information was provided by 
1? departmental firms, revealed that there was an increase of 11 per cent in January 
‘this year over last for all departments combined. Increases occurred in sales of all 
departments with the exception of the radio and music department which reer al 
per cent decline in sales. Only four departments, piece goods, footwear, nan s wear 
and food, reported sales increases exceeding that for the pec acetioe oe 
The largest of these was an 18 per cent increase in sales of piece goo = epar 8, Pe 
Home furnishings departments reported sales only 4 per cent eae wre 8 

year than last. Increases for other departments ranged from 6 to 10 per cent. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 15 per cent higher in January, 1945 


mpared with January, 1944. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


Januar 


1944 and Januar 
(Based on dollar sales of 17 firms including meil order houses) 


1945 


January » January , 
1944 1945 
SRS APRN CAPE ITE ARE $ $ 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTVENTS vecoecessecesses 18,953,214 20,949,802 __ + 10.5. 

ee Women's dresses, coats amd SUITS o.ccccecsocees 1,998,161 2,294,564 
2. Girls' and infants’ wear .oosccercescvcscecceee 655,371 684,555 
3. Hosiery and fa Voy oe a 2 ae ee ee 788,093 819,396 
4. Lingerie and Corsets cecccossscccccecsccvsseene 948,575 944,253 
eee PL EOUY Veh soe pike a eelaw 66 ¥ep sree een <b'sle oa eek 161,187 179,874 


% Change 
1945/194. 


Vn ncn 


v 
+ 12 8 
+ 7a 
+ 4.0: 

30 
- O16) 
es 
+ 11.6 


6. Women’s and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5). _ 4,53],587 4,882,442 +. ge 
aa 


7, Men’s and boys‘ clothing and furnishings ..... 
8, Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 
9. Piece goods Lie % pi oi46, cated aelintale 6: ssanee on Mea hI Bie « 
LO. SB Ll Wares rte +s 0.00.60 © Ser eM + 00,0 9.0 erarehy 
i epoobub iio ktNOSEd DTOOUCTS oh «ese here.e 080s aes suche 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs).. 
LO. (ORs SAInnTen mee Bl. POLE ws JH OM. Sol te e Ly 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies . 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils ...... 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 
17. Shoes and other footwear .....0. 


18. Stationery, books and magazines ..... 
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19. All other departhont sy totals ies. otalliiated. xe 


1,825,210 


704,872 


1,799,705 


788,959 


2,081,703 
1,172,438 


15252,387 


357 9775 


612,138 


.197,920 


1,104,995 


590,746 


2,152,983 


2,089,911 


761 5523 


2,115,506 


868,765 


255515964 
1,274,548 


1,508,054 


368,490 
681,425 


195,742 


1,283,948 


429,842 


2,558,242 


+ 14.5 
+ 8 
+ 17.5 
+ 10.1 


+ 12.0 


+ 9.1 


+ 11.3 


- de 
3! 
+ 1662 
190s) 
+ 10,0 
Or 
+ 9.5 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, FEBRUARY, 1945 
iy. 7) OTe aw >) o> Se ee ae A a Na er nee a 
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Department store sales in Canada during February, 1945 were 11 per cent 
higher than in February, 1944 and were up by a similar margin over the preceding 
mth of January. Sales in the first two months of this year averaged 11 1/2 per 

cent greater than in the corresponding period of 1944. Unadjusted indexes (on the 
base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 136.3 for February, 1945, 122.6 for January, 1945 and 
2.4 for February, 1944. Mail order business of departmental firms is included in 
6 figures from which ttese results are derived. 

The index adjusted for differences in number of business days and for nor- 
mal seasonal movements advanced sharply from 163.3 in January, 1945 to 181.2 in the 
ionth ‘under review. The margin of increase over February, 1944 was broadened to 16 
per cent when allowance was made for ti extra business day in February, 1944. 
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_ © INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALWS, 1935-1939 = 100 


hid | jt © sete ap 1945 

| February Decemb er January february 
ss | > Se amma Ta era TIT i i 
Unadjusted Indexes 122.4 PAS Yo Pa 122.6 136.35 
Adjusted Indexes 156.3 158.4 163.5 LEL.Z 


D. 1 
_. For the second consecutive month, Ontario led other regions in point of view 
f increased department store sales compared with the corresponding month last year. 
This represents a reversal of the trend which prevailed throughout the greater part of 
944 when Ontario sales increases were generally lower than those recorded for other 
sections of the country. February increases over last year, with gains for the first 
© months in brackets, were as follows: Maritimes, 5 per cent (9 per cent); Quebec, 
& per cent (13 per cent); Ontario, 14 per cmt (15 per cent ); Prairie Provinces, 9 


e 


‘per cent (10 per cent) and British Columbia, 12 per cent (7 per cent). 


i According to reports submitted by 19 fims giving a. breakdown of sales by 
departments, total sales increased 12 per cent in February this year over last. a 
gh sales of piece goods departments reported the largest increase (a path of + 
cent over Februar y of last year) tt outstanding feature in the February resu = 

as a 20 per cent advance in sales of home furnishings. This increase follows a iste 
‘rease of 4 per cent recorded by that department in the wana zy ne ee eee = ec 
les gained 16 per cent in February while increases among other arabs E00 s iatiie - 
ts were 14 per cent for furniture and 9 per pen pitta COR SRDON SPR ee ie 
ctrical supplies. A2 per cent decline in sales of ™% o 
7 te Se aieee—fer akon departments revealed sep hpaeree ts: hata ate foot 
ar, 12 per cent for women's and children's wear and & per 


Se 
DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA | 
Sales of Ottawa department stores were 8 per cent higher in February, 1945 


compared with February, 1944 and averaged 12 per cent greater in the first two months 
of this year compared with last. 
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February , 1944 and February , 1945 


(Based on dollar sales of 19 firm; including mail order houses) 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SHIECTED DEPARTMENTS | 
| 
| 
| 


February February , % Change, 
1944 1945 1945/1904 
TOTAL SAIBS, ALL DEPARTMENTS .......ece000 22,041,751 25,046,648 +12..1 9 
1. Women's GFESSES, COAtS ANd SUITS. - eroere apsis eee aieje) ) [orp ub 409 & ery Oe, ORT 415.35 
Be fae es BNC OUnT ants! Weer en. «cep ft as eye ey keraater? ae 71h OOS 913,077 +17 .5 
3. Hosiery and gloves, oc eee soe Rip yn Sate Gee, Pn eae ee 903,564 958.,2047 + 5.6 
4 
4, [Lingerie and corsets .......ccssoccoectecsvces 1,066,460 1,191/044" + aaa 
Ghia es yeh eeocce NPM ba Pa et tad tele 195 ,258 254,264  +20.0.. 
6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5). OD oo, 769 5, 896,603 411.8. 
7. Men’s and, toys’, clothing and furnishings: is 2700, 926 2,296,031 +7 .8 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 765,268 G27 ,904 + 8.2 
q., Pieee-godds ... cess Sera yal craked aus. Caterer eta mee wran teks . yee, Gao 2,696,567 +22..5 
10. Smallwares ........-00 i Mater Riek Chelan ba 923,756 972,911 + 5.3 
goo) Fon anu? hind red (preduc te wee A AR Ey 2,000,006 2,480,773 + 6.4 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . L; 5125 688: 5" y/720 5260 +13.7 | 
Lape seme cHUtnasNS Sak CL Sh. Wel ORE. SEK 65,176 £9. 975,608 +19. 5 
14, Household appliances and electrical supplies . 412,72 450,435 + ae 
15. Hardware and kitehen utensils ...... ool TRL, 640,512 975,949 | 
te Radios, musical instruments and supplies : 212,950 ZUG, LAL - 2 Oe 
17. Shoes and other footwear ........ Pea TOTON B04 1,288,866 1,464,256 115.6 
18. Stationery, books and magazines ...... ee NOT cy 4a 7179 474,976 412.2 
19, All other departments, total .......0...; tyes teil.) Regi es Re die SR meta +10.5 
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| PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SoS a ee 


. lle Department store sales in Canada were almost 25 per cent higher in March of 
this year than last and were 49 per cent higher than the volume of business transacted 
in February. The marked increase in sales over March a year ago may be attributed to 
two factors. The early date of Easter in 1945 was such that the entire pre-Easter 
business this year was transacted in the month of March whereas in 1944 the corres- 
‘ponding pre-Easter trade occurred partly in March and partly in April. The early 
Spring conditions and unseasonably warm weather prevailing in March this year also 
stimulated retail purchases, especially in the clothing and shoe trades. Unadjusted 
indexes (on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 203.5 for March, 1945, 136.2 for Feb- 
ey and at 163.2 for March a year ago. 


. The index, when adjusted for differences in the number of business days in 

different months, for normal seasonal movements and for the changing date of Easter 

stood at 218.7 for March compared with 181.1 for February and 163.3 for January. 
he : . 


. — : 
_ INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1955 - 1939 = 100 


La } 1944 1945 
é ra, arc January February March 
_ Unadjusted Indexes 163.2 122.6 136 2 203.5 
_ Adjusted Indexes 174.0 163.3 181.1 218.7 


.. Results on a regional basis indicate that March increases over March a year 
“ago were greater in Ontario and Quebec than in other parts of the country. Percent- 
/@ge gains for March with cumulative gains for the first three months of the year in 
| tan are as follows: Maritime Provinces, 16 per cent, (12 per cent); Quebec, 31 
per cent (21 per cent); Ontario, 28 per cent (20 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 23 per 
) tae per cent); British Columbia, 20 per cent (12 per cent), 
f 


Boas Comparative sales by departments for 18 firms furnishing information on this 
basis reveal a marked gain of 62 per cent for the millinery department , 58 per cent 
\for the footwear department and for women's dresses, suits and coats, 57 per cent for 
girls’ and infants' wear and 36 per cent for men's and boys' clothing and furnishings, 
Smaller gains were recorded for the other departments for which figures are shown. 


Oi4 DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
so ik accent sean nano a Seater aban 


v Sales of Ottawa department stores were 40 per cent higher in March, 1945 
|compared with March, 1944 and averaged 22 per cent greater in the first three months 
of this year compared with last. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SAIES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


March, 1944 and March, 1945 


(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms including mail order houses. ) 


TOTAL SAIES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .... >» 


1. Women's dresses, coats and sSuLtsS ses. eaienecnes 
22. Girls'.and infants’! wear .~.5.+- 20> cla mem oda “arg 
3. Hosiery and gloves...cesees. ° woelt sere mere : 
4, Lingerie .and ,GOrsets su: oo42 bs wees oo2 Opes 
se Mildanery . <6ce + one's > es alate ale kevelce (hs ein ease % 
6, Women's and children's apparel = (Total, 1+5). 
7. Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations 
PASPLECe COOTER es ooo ss Mal PHU ow esa 
LS SSO LL War Osan cis ans as 3 ul Pes ccs ca ee pea ae Bee se 
hl difood. and Ikitidred producterGs. .2scccesacve seeds 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 
es 6  FIOWIO) AL UYSED BINT TUES cata olka anes! anahaye Phe © aneienettierete aye « 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies . 
Losi Herdware and. iki teen sites 118) caer acces sleknecanntenece 
16 


18. 


19. All other departments, total 


- Radios, musical instruments and supplies . 


« Shoes and other footwear .:..2c0c¢. 


20 02 


Stationery, books and magazines ;...... 


e 


e@se¢erp 8 oe eooceeceoaaodgdg 


March, 
1944 


-cs 29,861,018 


3,759 ,098 
1,459,117 
1,185,265 
1,465,784 

401,815 
8,271,079 
3,233,143 

841,120 
2,690,253 
1 ors yle2 
2,559,017 
1,723,793 
2,120,618 

494,678 
1,258,498 

219,348 
2,047,461 

453 ,574 


2,873,314 


March, 
1945 


ep $ $ | 
37,571,083 


54 l%5s Sho: 


1,995,510 
1,459,632 
1,576,026 


650,012 


10 ,856 ,491 


4,399,069 


948 ,381 
3,262,229 
1,242,830 
2,905,757 
2,125,219 
2,485,126 

549,845 
1,564,868 

230,663 
2,822,297 


526,636 


3,651,672, 
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( PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SAIRS, APRIL, 1945 
Ros SO et 


a a ne ee 


Ae, 


Sales of Canadian department stores were practically unchanged in April this 
year compared with last and declined 18 per cent below March. The contrast between 
the fractional increase in April of this year over last and the 25 per cent gain re-= 

_ eorded in the March comparison reflects the earlier consumer expenditures this year 
resulting from the early date of Easter and the unseasonably warm weather throughout 
farch. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 165.2 for April, 1945, 
200.5 for March, 1945 and 164.35 for April a year ago. 


; @ The adjusted indexes, which take into account differences in number of 
business days as well as normal seasonal movements and the shifting date of Easter, 
Pell off sharply to 172.1 in April as compared with 215.5 recorded in March. The ad- 
justed index for February was 181.1 and for January, 163.2. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 19355 - 1939 = 100 


1944 1945 

April February March April 
Unad justed Indexes 164.3 136.2 200.5 165.2 
Adjusted Indexes 174.0 181.3 de a © Leek 


The contrast between corresponding-month comparisons for March and April 
was more marked in the case of those divisions which had shown the largest increases 
in March, namely Quebec, Ontario and the Prairie Provinces. April sales were 2 per 

_ cent lower in the Prairie Provinces, declined if2 of one per cent in Ontario and 

| increased by only 1 per cent in Quebec. Increases of 9 and 5 per cent occurred in 

| the Maritime Provinces and in British Columbia respectively. Cumulative totals for 
the first four months of the year reveal that Quebec and Ontario sales were up by 14 
_ per cent, whereas sales in other regions increased from 9 to 10 per cent. 


The analysis of sales by departments reveals decreases between April of the 
_ two years amounting to 11 per cent in sales of men's wear, 9 per cent in sales of 

| women's apparel and 3 per cent in sales of footwear, The largest among the van hae 

| mental increases reported were those for furniture (21 per cent), piece goods (16 per 
| cent), hardware (13 per cent) and drugs (10 per cent). 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


. Sales of Ottawa department stores were 4 per cent lower in April, gear he 
| Compared with April, 1944 and averaged 14 per cent greater in the first four months 
| of this year compared with last. 
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DEPARTVENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


April, 1944 and April, 1945 


(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms including mail order houses. ) 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .-ccvcess 


ooeseog9gg 


April, April, 
1944 1945 
ar Waa meets 


30,574,958 30,759,613 


1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ..c.oceececoee 4 ,070 ,500 5,704 ,410 
2 ganieMignd infants? WORT ss clean cle ew eee eee 15391 5419 1,258 ,582 
Oy Hosiery and ‘gloves. a.24.. see aera ees oa eer sce rena 1,410,762 1,268 ,086 
As Ihngerie and COrBOUCS..  swates cia sities wale ele eueeleueiers 1,252 ,684 1 246,67 1 
De ML TIME ry < Gee ; Ws wie wie 8 6,5 Bye eialely «Wie align seid 506 ;2c8 463 ,954 
6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) 8,688 ,387 7,909,793. 
7. Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings <«.... 5,669,808 3 4262 ,891 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 780,190 856 ,863 
Dar TOC (POOEBTI os v.40 Pe Sea ae eis cee See 2,485,906 2,467 524 
Om See PWET es lat. ss nso Sl asew Ge al ak oo oehe eae eee ee 1,004,654 1,019,608 
Hie foot ang kindred products \. 2.4<\¢\stees ace aes 2 3001 .0e0 2 5642 ,426 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 1,727,345 2,090,571 
DOs ket OMS ok WITT PATEL UP ceca puting vein (wo ain anes d ho See eee 2,187,066 2,907 ,425 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies . 517,195 536 ,758 
io. Hardware-and »kitchen -whenei bss cceeee rc an eects. 1,313 500% 1,479,640 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 187 ,567 187 ,051 
ofa, BuGes BudyOtner i mo twaHr, tty. a'e cosa oe cl eee 2,076,148 25508, ,561 
18. Stationery, books and magazines ...ceccececcce 597 ,128 419,570 
i385) All. other departments) total: 4... s+ aeac cen 5,079,425 3,256,450 


= Se a oS 
Se 


% Change 


1945/1 94: 


+ 0.5 
- 9.0 
- 9.5 
~10.4 
- 3.6 


-16. 9 


~1il1 ° | 


: +16.4 


+ 3.8 


+12.0° 


0.65 ' 


- 54 


+ 5.6: 


ce ee 


farch as shown in the March bulletin. 


ees, een eT Ae ne ore wena E! 
March, March , % Change, 
1944 1945 1945/1944 

$ $ Pai 

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ,....0c.0e0¢09 29,861,018 36,874,781 423.5 
meromen's dresses, coats and suits ..ccccoccooes 3,759,098 - 5,085,971 435.38 
MI VERO PIT SN GS WEE 5 scccaceseseocsoesevs 15459,117 1,961,262 +34.,4 
ie Hosiery and ite 2 ee 1,185,260 1,452 ,685 +209 
BOT Ae BNO NCOLSOUS sees ccc ccc ecedccécssiocss § 1Ly465,784 1,546 ,975 +. B05 
EEN as SI IP a a Te eeee 401,815 639,922 +59.35 

: ro 68s 8 Sater ants apparel = (Total, 1-5), 8,271,079 10,666,815 — +29.0__ 
“%, Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ..... 3,233,143 4,321,711 +334 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ...» 841,120 930,316 +10.6 
5 CCE Sy cio se ests cscddesesaccesecess 2,690,205 — 3,196,086 +18.8 
BSS UIWEP ES 6 sic cece cece ws vccecgoewoseosscccss 1,075,122 1,222,568 +1557 
ae and kindred products ....cssscceccocsssee 2,959,017 2,857,251 41 teT 
1 2. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 1,723,793 2,087,611 +21,1 
MmeeHome furnishings ....c..2cceccccscccessacceeos 2,120,618 2,441,004  +15.1 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies » 494 ,678 538 ,882 + 8.9 
15, Hardware and kitchen utensils scccccccsccscees 1,258,498 1,526,508 421.3 
HEE Radios, musical instruments and supplies .coce 219,348 224 ,986 + 2.6 
17. Shoes Bra Other POOtWedr csscecceccscecessecns 2,047,461 > 2,767,256 +3502 
Stationery, books and magazines .-ccceccvecees 453 ,574 517,148 +14.0 
2,873 ,314 3,576,559 +24.5 


» All other departments, total ..eccscssvrs r00e 


March, 1944 and March, 1945 (Revised) 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
BEAR LN LO 


An error was made in preparing the summary of department store sales for 
A revised summary is given below. 


(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms including mail order houses. ) 
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(_ PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, MAY, 1945 


Department store sales in Canada, including the mail order business of de- 
partmenteal firms, decreased 2 per cent in May this year compared with last and dropped 
‘Il per cent below the sales in April of 1945. This decline was the first recorded in 

corresponding-month comparisons between 1944 and 1945. The, cumulative increase over 
last year, which stood at 12 per cent at the end of April, was reduced to 8 per cent 
in the five-months'! comparison. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) 
Btood at 162.9 for May, 1945, 164.8 for April, 1945 and 166.2 for May, 1944. 


The adjusted index, wherein account is taken of differences in number of 
business days and normal seasonal movements, stood at 157,3 for May. Although the 
‘reduction below April when the adjusted index stood at 171.7 is rather large, the 
trend conforms with that experienced in 1944 and to some extent in the years im- 


mediately preceding 1944. ‘ 
INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTVENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 
) 1944 1945 y 
May March April May 
b Unadjusted Indexes 166.2 200.5 164.8 162.9 
Adjusted Indexes 160.0 21505 Uf ist 157.3 


British Columbia sales recorded an increase of 5 per cent in May of this 
ar over last, while sales during the first five months of this year were 9 per cent 
eater than in the same period of 1944. Declines were recorded in May for all other 


4 


sections of the country and amounted in all cases to 3 or 4 per cent. 


4 5 a we Al Ae a min j Hd ; 
Reports on a departmental basis revealed declines predominating among results 


for the various departments. An increase of 17 per cent in stationery and book 

departments was outstanding. Minor gains occurred in sales of drug, piece goods, 

smallwares, food and furniture. Hardware sales in department stores were on 4& par 
with those reported for May last year, while declines ranging from 1 to 8 per cent 
were reported for other departments. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


res were 5 per cent lower in May, 1945 com« 


Sales of Ottawa department sto tat. $4 cli monk nae 


Pared with May, 1944 and averaged 9 per cent greater in the fi 
year compared with last. 


= 
®, 
© 
mr 
a 
t 
Lae) 
H 


May, 1944 and May, 1945 
(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms including mail order houses ) 


= ETFTEEeFE-EnnD0>2ODODOOOOOEOOOE aaa O_O 
May, May, % Change, | 
1944 1945 1945/1944 | 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ....cesccsseeeeees 30,187,650 29,658,950 = - 1.8 
l. Women's drésses, Goats ard SUItsS i v.eccescsccess (Os lyon oso URwn - 6.9 
Oo (Girls! and infants wear (Jol ..s.. 1 dieses cs eet se LL geUUsnOum a ae ocenG - 4.6 
3) Hosiery and gloves ..disccdsccteceveseseasevesee “LyaOsouG 1, 15231668 - 89% 
4, Uingerie and cors6ts .vcasscacsccrsecceevecseeus Slg00¢ pI Gm ucgeuann - 7,0 
Se MidLinery ss 50c wate ees plone w wees wees eis erogoar $85,584 + 2.0 
6. Women's and children's apparel = (Total, 1-5) .. 7,922,351 7,450,206 - 6.0 
7. Men's and boyst clothing and furnishings ....... -5,247,461 2,989,776 - 7.9% 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ..cee 820 ,343 881,949 + fae 
Je PLOCG POOdS «<0'F bw deed eas 8 a0 be Gee's seloesremnees swe (agcuO. COcm—Ee a mee + 6.2 
1O,: Sma TIwerea ts ec coos 6 sels «0 serene he eateete ee nes 960,809 1,001,242 + 4.2 
tl. Food end Kindred produtts: <iices.s<6 4 ove wesc esse ee Cea U0n Oe poe os + 7,0 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) ... 1,997,589 2,064,979 + 3.4 
LS. Home furnishings <ss.dscevesnensvcereducevectscer, Cf400)701etayon0s 65 nn 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies .... 546 , 966 535,929 - 2.0 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils .....s.ssecsseccees 1,592,099 1,368,058 - 0.5 
16. Radios, musical instruments and SUPPLLGS) S00 + se 172 ,e8e 165,605 = 4.5 
iT, Shoes.ands other footwear, :«..0<4i deen nd eeeie yeoman MOTs Om eae 2,281,956 - 4.8 
18, Stationery, books and magazines ..ecscoecccecvce 355,888 415,387 +167 


bee All other departmenta, “total: «set reel ete ee one 3,164,268 3,138,028 - 0.8 
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eeSie -( PRELuINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JUNE, 1945 
a nn a 


els dune sales of department stores in Canada, including the mail order business 
of puch firms, were 4 per cent higher than in May and were up 13 per cent compared 
With June, 1944. The 13 per cent increase over June last year is in contrast to a de- 
GPline of @ per cent recorded in the comparison between May of this year and last, a 
Feault whigh can be attributed, at least in part, to the closing of most firms on 
 YeR Day and, in some instances, on the following day also. Unadjusted indexes (on 
the base, 1955-19395100) stand at 169.3 for June, and 162.8 for May of this year and 
8% 150.6 for June, 1944. Cumulative figures for the first six months of the year re- 
_Yaal-an increase of 9 per cent over the corresponding period of 1944. 


Melis The adjusted index, in which account is taken for differences in number of 
business days and normal seasonal movements, stands at 160.8 for June compared with 
48773 for May and 171.7 for April. 


5.0 ENDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


1 
V.0Ee . June April May . June 
7 Unadjusted Indexes Louse 164.8 162.8 169.3 


4 Adjusted Indexes 125.4 171.7 157.5 160.8 


aa ad 


All five economic areas of the country shared in the increase in depart- 
mant.store sales in June of this year over last. Quebec came first with a gain of 
} per gent, followed by Ontario with 15 per cent; British Columbia, 11 per cent; 
ritime Provinces, 9 per cent; and the Prairie Provinces, 7 per cent. 


a All departments for which separate figures are compiled also registered 
ga@ins over June, 1944, ranging as high as 19 per cent for the furniture department 
And the shoe department. Increases for other important departments stood at 13 per 
Gent ‘for women's and children's wear, 11 per cont for men's and boys" clothing and 
ishings, 9 per cent for the food department, 15 per cent for piece goods, 18 

3 ishings and 18 per cent for hard- 
Percent for smallwares, 7 per cent for home furnishings an p 

‘Ware and kitchen utensils. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 23 per cent higher in June , 1945 j 
ered with June, 1944 and averaged 12 per cent greater in the first six months o 
} year compared with last. ee 


S| 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS | 
eS | 
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June, 1944 and June, 1945 
(Based on dollar sales of 17 firms including mail order houses) 


pee Be Ong 


June, June, % Change, 


1944 1945 1945/1944) 


TOTAL SAIES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ...cecesscceeecevee 26,865,419 50,455,406 +13.4 
1. Women's dresses, coats and SUITS ..cereeccccseee 3,068,997 3,629,380 +18,3 
2. Girls -and infants wear .ccsscccsscwevnscenens 944,036 1,088,098 +15.8 
3. Hosiery and gloves ~..cecccccscsvescccccscccseecse 1,000,864 1,089 ,984 & 8.9 
4.Lingerie and corsets ..c.scccsccsccccoseceseecee 1,326,870 1,539,086 + 0.9 


De Millinery eeeeveeeveoteoeoeveeoeee sw eoe Poe oseovueve one ee 8G eee @ 283 ,981 332,714 +17.2 


fF he 
3 FS 


6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) .. 6,624,748 7,479,262 +#12.9 
7. Ments and boys' clothing and furnishings ....... 3,039,712 3,377,589 11.1 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ..... 818 ,668 923 ,238 $12.8 
9. Pleve g00ds: 4 Revs. a8 oeesecsveracccovesseccesee ‘SS10 500 Laka s,oue 415.2 
10. Sma lweres 24.1. ss aes = woe s's winless «ws wistnaiee es 882,112 1,038,390 +17.7 
ll. Food and kindred products: ...ssscswcwreseveewses poceygod Te. concule + 9,4 . 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) .... 1,680,072 2,001,107 +19,1 
13. Home furnishings ...iesews sccecctsceweswocsseons 259061,008 “2052008 + 7.0 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies ... 459,601 554,901 64 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils .......... seeceese 1,166,689 1,581,950 +18.4 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ....... 190 ,263 191,308 + 045 
17. Shoes and other footwear ....sscsecesacccaeceeee j23156,601 2 .5840809 +186. 
18. Stationery, books and magazines ....ccscccccccces 560 ,621 415,409 415.2 


19. All other departments, total ....scccccccseccess 2,994,349 3,379,878  +12.9 
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( PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JULY, 1945 
Department store sales in Canada for July stood 14 per cent higher than in 
ily, 1944, but declined 21 per cent below June, 1945 volume. The increase over July, 
exceeded the 10 per cent gain in sales for the first seven months of this year 
rilast. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood at 133.0 for July. 
45, 116.8 for July, 1944 and 169.1 for June, 1945. 


The substantial reduction below June is not unusual, since sales normally de- 
cline between these two months, In fact, when allowance is made for differences in 
_tumber of business days and for normal seasonal variations, the index moved upwards to 
178.7 in July from the 160.6 recorded in June and 157.3 in May of this year. The 
adjusted index for July was slightly above the average for the year to-date. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


Se Se eae ee ree ee 


1944 1945 
July May June July 
Unadjusted Indexes 116.8 16208 L629 a1 133,0 
| Adjusted Indexes 157.0 Peas 160.6 178.7 


- Quebec led other sections of the country with a 20 per cent increase in July 
ules over the same month of the preceding year. The gain was about on a par with 
dinerease recorded in June for that province and was far in excess of the 12 per 

t gain shown for the first seven months of 1945 over 1944. Increases in other 

ions also exceeded the cumulative gains for the seven-month period. July increases, 
h those for the year-to-date in brackets, were as follows: 8 a ee 8 
cent (7 per cent);:Ontario, 15 per cent (11 per cent); Prairie Provinces, per 
cent (7 per cent) and British Columbia, 15 per cent (10 per cent). 


Total sales.of.17 firms which reported separate figures for clots pao 

‘ments were 14 per cent greater in July this year compared with “pune pabesrt seat 

improved supply situation in some lines is reflected in 20 per oe Wastin oon: onleacalle 
curred in sales of hardware, radio and music and shoe departmen i ee ae 

| arel as a whole recorded a gain which was similar to the apenas “ neon fea 

irtments, there were notable increases among the component : e at aes enjoying an 

esses, coats, suits and millinery. The inclusion of fur coats, 


| ; is SE increase. 

_ active market, may be responsible for a considerable _ esha i Hepp tet Pbie< sales 
les of household appliances increased by 9 per fee ratte rs other departments reveale 
yt ’ drug departments registered a 10 per cent gain. cain for all departments. 


creases which were within narrow limits of the average & 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 16 per cent higher in July, 1945 
compared with July, 1944 and averaged le per cent greater in the first seven months 


of this year compared with last. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


July, 1944 and July, 1945 


(Based on dollar sales of 17 firms including mail order houses ) 


IN ECONOMICS 
UNIVERSITY OF T0R0NT 


cue SR PES Pe 


July; July, Z Change, 


1944 1945 1945/1944 
: ; [194 


. Women's dresses, coats and suits 
, Girls and infants' wear 


Hosiery and gloves ..., 


° Millinery 00 OO SRG 0920 OD aod 


Men's 


> Drugs 


¢ PICCE-266ES sabi os 


o Smallwares 


> All other departments, total .... 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS 2.200526 
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» Furniture (including mattresses and springs ) 


Home furnishings eoCVO MOOT aeeeodDvo8COVWOOnaTovsoe0gce 


Hardware and kitchen nwhensti eink bone. 


Shoes and other footwear .coococcce 


Stationery, books and magazines 
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» Household appliances and electrical supplies 


» Radios, musical instruments and supplies .... 
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>» Women’s and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) . 


and toilet articles and preparations ..0.. 


° 


°o 


° 


9 


and boys! clothing and furnishings ....0.>.> 


° 


20,652,934 25,610,880 


+14 .3 
1,922,029 2,382,708 424.0 
658, 722 741,586 +12..6 
722 , 065 785,518 + 8,8 
1,025,287 1,016,482 - 
143,527 172,147 +19.9 
4,471,630 5,098,441 #14,0 
2,091,622 2,348,664 412.3 
740,969 817,641 +10.3 
1,741,121 1,990,481 414.3 
744,796 241,784 413.0 
2,045,681 2,296,599 112.8 
1,422,922 1,603,089 412.7 
1,546,628 1,765,786 +14.2 
393,255 429,123 re 9.1 
921,884 1,101,234 +19.5 
. 
148,763 177,876 +196 
1,471,857 1,765,865 
311,903 361,595 
2,599,703 3,012,702 
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Sees GUFORT ON DEPARTMENT STORN Sar HO, AUGUST, 1945 
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Phe Holl ar value of Canadian department store sales was 12 per cent higher 
ast this year compared with August, 1944 and recorded « gain of 17 per cent. over 
of this year. The sales increase for August of this year comnared with last only 
ht ly exceeds the average giin in sales for the first eight months of this year 

1 amounted to 10 per cent. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) 

fat 155.6 for August, 1945, 159.4 for August, 1944 and 14%.1 for July, 1945. 


as The adjusted index, with allowances for differences in number of business 

S and for normal seasonal variations, recorded the third successive increase since 
year’s low point was reached in May. The August index stood at 184.6 as compared 

| the following index numbers for the immediately preceding months: 178.8 for July, 
og June and 157.5 for May. 


—_INpExis OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALNS, 1955 ~ 1959 = 100 


1944 Seba at "AE os ea, 
August June July August 
Unadjusted Indexes 139.4 169.1 133.1 155.6 


Adjusted Indexes $65.3 160.6 178.8 184.6 


sales of Quebec department stores recorded an outstanding increase of £5 per 
in August, the gain comparing with an average increase of 14 per cent for the 
ia months of this year over last. Other regions reported August increases 

l were more consistent with geins recorded in the eight~month'’s comparison and 
On a considerably smaller scale than those reported in Quebec August results 

the other regions, with gains for the year to~date in brackets, were as follows: 
mio, 13 per cent, (11 per cent); British Columbia, 9 per cent (10 per cent); 
Pie Provinces, 7 per cent (7 per cent); Maritime Provinces, 4 per cent (7 per cent) 


Aggregate sales of those firms which cep ii a breakdown of Ng ey | 
Ments were 12 per cent higher in August of this year over last ott eyes enone 
results for the various departments were increases of Zl per cent for caper: 

L instruments. 19 per eent for hardware and 17 per cent for ana oe 
For the most part, other departments recorded fairly uniform sales sigh" 
he exceptions of piece goods and household appliances departments which repor 
ler gains of 4 and 6 per cent respectively. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 195 per cent higher in ra ee ak 
with August, 1944 and averaged 13 per cent greater in the first e’eén 
= comparea with last. 
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>. Hardware and kitchen utensils 


, ohoes and other footwear 


, Stationery, 


DEPARTMENT STORE 6 


- ge 


August, 1944 and August, 1945 
(Based on dollar sales of 17 firms including mail order houses) 


. Food and kindred products 


. Home furnishings 


books and magazines 


All other departments, total 


<. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) 


992000 


60790 06098 


eoovn eo a6 


» Household appliances and electrical supplies ... 


©?e68e 490 


> Radios, musical instruments and supplies .....- 


Baerga, PE STE Seer er ae aaa ae eo re aise 
1944 we 

Po SRE: eS Te ere aaeeat co 

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .2sceeecs va 24,881,319 
women’s dresses, coats and suits cee titles Peps = ee ee alae: 

» Girls! and infants’! wear re 1,164,544 
liosiery and gloves ‘ Pe 882.160 
Lingerie and corsets ibn atesdehs & P Late eS 

o BELT A ery eet, aes ade athe eke lay aA Sie eats 268,475 
Women’s and children’s apparel ~ (Total, 1-5) .. 6,187,482 

, hen*s and boys’ clothing and furnishings @5474,774 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations 742,804 
PLOCE BOOCS Bia aan tees oe eee 25526 ,069 

, Smallwares : sare 874,099 


1,704,654 


1,758,558 


922,085 
167,104 
1,796,847 
404 ,905 


2,895,622 


August, 


am 
Lele ne a a ae ee oe ate ear 


1945 
sp 


27,791,149 


5,076,478 
1,572,614 
960,541 
1,157,485 
519,495 
6 , 866,415 
2,815,556 
809 , 605 
£,410,741 
975,591 
2,006,090 
1,951,104 
LeaCosG lL 


595 5676 


201,970 
6,002,524 
471,520 


5,349,500 


oa ge he 


% Change, 


1945/1944 


“+11. 
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es “This Bureau is co-operating in the conservation of paper on account of the 
present critical shortage thereof. If this bulletin is not needed by you, 


please notify the Dominion Statistician and your name will be removed from 
our mailing list.” 
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7€ IMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, OCTOBER, 1945 


ee 


, 1944 and increased 10 per cent over the dollar volume of business in September 

s, year. The margin of increase over October, 1944 was somewhat higher than the 
-for the first ten months of the year during which sales gained 11 per cent over 

corresponding period of 1944, Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939=100) stood 


2 


21.0 for October, 1945, 193.0 for October, 1944 and 201.6 for September, 1945. 
"Part of the increase in sales between October of the two years must be attributed 
phe Occurrence of one more business day in October this year than last. When the 

is reduced to an average daily sales basis, and a further adjustment made for 

| seasonal movements, the increase over last year was almost similar to the average 
in sales for the ten-month period. The adjusted index for October, 1945 was 189.4, 
Bly lower than the 205.3 recorded in September, during which month a brisk upward 
rement in the adjusted sales index took piace, 
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“AINDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935-1939 


' 1944 aad 1945 S 
a October August September October 
aa | sy ee 20) 21.0 
Unadjusted Indexes 193.0 155.7 201.6 eclce 
. Adjusted. Indexes LyL.s 184.7 2050 189.4 


_.,The 20. per cent increase in October sales reported for Quebec stores was ig 
n gains recorded by other sections of the country. Closely grouped with increases 
14.or 15 per cent were Ontario, the Maritime Provinces anc the Prairie Provinces. 
itish Columbia sales were 9 per cent higher than in October of last ina O lemapubeabie 
wlts for the year-to-date show that Quebec and Ontario department stores ety ae 
iced the greatest increase in sales volume over last year, gains amounting to an 


a ‘ \ + shawed sales up 9 per cent in each case, 
per cent respectively. Other regions showed sales up 9 per 


x 


F + T+ out 
store sales by departments reveals that , although 
na substantial expansion in volume, the 
The hardware departments 


.. The analysis of department 
¢lothins departments continued to maintai 
t pronounced gains occurred in durable goods Se aan oot ar ct wo het Neate 
icularly showed a significant spurt of activity in October with a oie asa ceaeaie 
* the same month a year ago. This result reflects tne greater a pee rea fi 
products currently reaching the trade. Increased output i poe ey pete Oe. ae 
tt may be another factor. Sales of household appliances = oe Rapes! 
artment stores gained 30 per cent, with merchandise GEE PMERE aval ne Rega e 
ntities. The furniture and home furnishings departments also reported s ee 
tially higher, gains of 22 and 17 per cent being recorded. A eae eget: bya 
yotwear sales was among the largest recorded by that department during te | 


i 2 ear ago. 
Food sales were practically unchanged from October a y z 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 17 per cent higher in October, —_ 
1945 compared with October, 1944 and averaged 13 per cent greater in the first ten 


months of this year compared with last. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


October, 1944 and October, 1945 
(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms including mail order houses) 


nr ee ee ee ee, oe ten eae 


TOTAL SALES 3 ALL DEPARTMENTS eooe7 990% vO 8 GeO e@oeeoc & 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ..c.-. eielerere-suets tine 
Beco lieis and Antanis'= wears camsiaeieerets closet wale 6 Paaee 


Os HOSLOrY And (oLOVegan cs sis ste 


& 0 @ 6 6 O38 8:0 6.6 


A LRP OTA Se ANd SCONsGiic ems «iets svete eoecae eoeccerce 
De! HELL TEIY ais ary ees! sow Avie ere alas sole) oom Oia ey ee Geter mane 
6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) .. 
tt, Ken's and *beys'.-elothiug and-furnishings .seenu. 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ....; 
ve PLECS 2000S: weee. CoCo Cor eeesosses eoeceoes 
Ce OTL LWT OS) 2 dares. 6 4 G04 «ace gk Seats oe ye eee 
ll. Food and kindred products ....-. A + ee abies Sees 


12. Furniture (including mattresses and S prance) yes 


Home furnishings 
Household appliances and electrical supplies ... 
Hardware and kitchen utensils ..esoo- 


a¢e@e897 @ 009008 


Radios, masical instruments and SUPDL1OS weds vies 
Shoes and other footwear .... 


Stationery, books and magazines 


All other departments, total .. 


9e¢e S@oX8 8 FYB eeoo8 6 


October, 
1944 


oi eU sion 
UR ral ec 88) 
1,609,249 
1,404 ,556 


502 ,796 


10,148 ,636 


4,971,174 
952 ,466 
By loG, ULO 
1,905,965 
2,/41,893 
1,959,625 
2,015,928 
650,581 
968 ,3526 
220 »e0e" 
2,005,996 
603 ,920 


3,642,758 


$ 


35,655,900 40,943,508 


October, 
1945 


0,042 312 
PAPY AS) = eye ANS: 
1,638,114 
1,512,549 


607 ,472 


11,599,363 


5,739,055 
1,020,135 
3,054 ,548 
1,448 ,734 
or oleae 
2,365,961 
2,588 ,407 

845 ,395 
1,279,290 

253,957 
3,115,953 

660,760 


4,220,709 


% Change, 
1945/1944 


414.8 


+170 
+19.6 
+ 1.8 
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" Herbert Marshall, BeA., FeSsSe 


Department store sales in Canada-were 15 per cent higher in November, 1945 
compared with November, 1944 and increased 17 per cent over dollar sales in October, 
5. The increase over November, 1944 was similar to that in the October comparison. 
On an average daily sales basis the November increase was sustained, since there was 
‘the same number of days in November of the two years. Part of the October expansion, 
however, was due to the occurrence of one more business day in October, 1945 than in 
ober, 1944. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1955-1939=100) stood at 258.9 for No- 
mber, 1945, 225.5 for November, 1944 and 220.9 for October, 1945. Sales in the 
first eleven months of 1945 were 11 per cent higher than in the same period of 1944. 


me? + The seasonally adjusted index reached an unprecedented peak of 222.9 in the 
‘Month under review. As a result of several more or less abnormal factors currently 
affecting retail merchandising, the adjusted series has become less significant than 
formerly as an indicator of the underlying trend in sales. Among the more important 
of these factors are the prevailing ebb and flow in the supply situation of numerous 
commodities, heavy purchases by service personnel in re-establishing themselves in 
Civilian life and family allowance payments. The occurrence of peaks in the adjusted 
‘index for November in the years from 1942 onwards is a condition which reflects the 
increased trading importance of November in relation to other months of the year. A 
further observation which might be noted is a broadening in the margin of increase in 
adjusted indexes. between October and November since the beginning of the war. To il- 
lustrate this point, the adjusted indexes for November in each year from 19359 onwards 
expressed as percentages of the adjusted index for October of the same year are as 
follows; 90.8 in 1939, 106.3 in 1940, 100.8 in 1941, 110.2 in 1942, 107.3 in 1943, 
113.7 in 1944 and 117.7 in 1945. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


1944 1945 
November September October November 
_ Unadjusted Indexes 225.3 201.6 220.9 258.9 
Adjusted Indexes 194.7 205.3 189.3 222.9 


& Increases in Quebec department stores continue to exceed those for other 
Seitions of the country. A 20 per cent gain was reported for November. Ontario, the 
Prairie Provinces and British Columbia showed gains which in all cases were close to 
the average result for Canada, while a more moderate advance of 8 per cent occurred in 
the Maritime Provinces. Sales volume for the first eleven months of this year in- 
ereased to a greater extent in Quebec and Ontario than in the east or west. sept it 
1944 amounted to 15 per cent in Quebec and 12 per cent in Ontario eae oe ae vee 
onth period, while comparisons for other sections showed increases of 9 or p | 


in each case. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
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Sales of Ottawa department stores were 17 per cent higher in November, 1945 
compared with November, 1944 and averaged 13 per cent greater in the first eleven 


months of this year compared with last. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


November, 1944 and November, 1945 
(Based on dollar sales of 20 firms including mail order houses) 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ... 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ....06- eves sak 
é. Girls! and infants wear .ss2iisces oe ONS 8 PS 8 oe 
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1,855 5 7a2 
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1,677 ,OG2 


457,152 


6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) .. 11,063,566 


7e Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings .....:. 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ..... 


o. Piece goods eooo oe 080086 6 
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Smallwares 
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Home furnishings ©a2se06000000¢8 6 
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Household appliances and electrical supplies ... 
Haraware and: kitchen wend il 6. 2s wsves sees 4c wees 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies ....cc. 


Shoes and other footwear 


eoeoooev Geo Foc edoee eceoee9 
Stationery, books and magazines .sscscesccecsess 


19. All other departments, total 
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5 409,327 
1,333,007 
2,997,191 
1,776 ,250 
TE Be 
2 ,040 ,496 
2,498 ,423 

620,575 
1,055,692 

284,758 
3,061,003 
1,117 ,220 


5,693 ,483 
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November % Change 
1945 1945/194 
#1401 
5,768,030 + 9.4 
2,028,523 + 9.4 
1,885,508 + 4.1 
1,753,820 + 4.6 
531,229 +16.2 
11,967 110 + 8.2 
—— 
5,824 ,088 +7 
1,526 ,534 +14.5 
3,188 ,486 + 6.4 
1,977,429 +1143 
So ibly tos +14.1 
2 321,155 +13.8 
2,869,165 +14.8 
943,207 6240 
1,412,769 +33.8 
403 ,272 +41.6 
3,580,893 +17,0 
1,318,648 418.0 
7,122 060 +250. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, DECEMBER, 1945 
aside nate ais plan dal bea Bch chen tol eesti toda Neral bh Ab lode 


>, Dollar sales of Canadian department stores reached a new all-time peak in 
December, 1945, when sales rose 8 per cent over the previous record established in 
‘the preceding month of November. Compared with December, 1944, sales gained 10 per 
‘cent, a result which is almost on a par with the overall gain of 11 per cent in 
‘annual sales volume between 1944 and 1945. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935 - 
1939 = 100) stood at 279.3 for December, 1945, 253.9 for December, 1944 and 258.3 
for November, 1945. 


There was, however, one more business day in December, 1945 than in the 
‘Same month of 1944, but only four Saturdays in December, 1945 as compared with five 
in December of the previous year. After adjustment for differences in number of 
business days and also for normal seasonal movements, the index fell sharply from 
ithe high peak of 222.4 attained in November to 174.2 in the following month. The 
adjusted index for December is considerably lower than the average of the adjusted 
series for the first eleven months of the year. This conforms with a wartime de-=- 
velopment which saw business more uniformly spread over various months of the year, 
although peak selling periods were still evident. 


A feature of the December regional results was the 14 per cent increase in 
sales of Ontario stores over the same month of the preceding year. Sales in Quebec 
increased 9 per cent in December, a result which contrasts sharply with much higher 
increases in each of the six preceding months, December sales in the Prairie Prov- 
inces and in British Columbia recorded gains of 8 and 9 per cent, while a more 
moderate advance of 4 per cent occurred in the Maritime Provinces. Annual results 
showed Quebec's 14 per cent gain leading that of the other regions. This compares 
with an annual increase for Ontario of 12 per cent and with gains of 8, 9 and 10 per 
cent in the Maritime Provinces, Prairie Provinces and British Columbia respectively. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, 1935 - 1939 = 100 


944 945 hi. 

December October November December 
Unadjusted Indexes 255.9 22009 258.3 279635 
Adjusted Indexes 158.4 189.3 222 4 174.2 


| Sales of the department stores reporting figures on a departmental basis 
iveraged 12 per cent higher in December, 1945 than in the same month of 1944. In- 
treased supplies of merchandise lifted sales for the radio, household appliance and 
aardware departments above December, 1944 volume by very substantial amounts , the 
rains being 69, 50 and 47 per cent, respectively. Merchandise shortages in popular 
ipparel gift lines prevented any substantial increase over December , 1944 for clo- 
hing departments, both men's and women's departments recording increases of only 3 
ver cent in December, 1945 over 1944. Furniture, home furnishings, stationery and 
ug departments recorded increases in the vicinity of 15 per cent, gains which are 
4n line with those experienced in the previous month of November. 
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December, [O44 and December, 1945 
(Based on dollar sales of 17 firms including mail order houses) 
peat ; a bebe | | December, December, 
1944 1945 

TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS teal ey eee 43,952,706 49,058,862 

1. Women's dresses, coats and Suits cercocccsceccece 45,000,085 4,613,773 
2. Girls! and. infants! Wear vcosoe seele ccs esiesesee neo. (bgCos,oos 1,646 ,045 
3. Hosiery and gloves Poevcccvsccccccsceccccoscooee Siti Looe t BpL 1a ,008 
4. Lingerie and corsets cecccccccercccscrc2s00000000 1,878 ,668 1,910,069 
So. Millinery. ov c.sic.s0 onic wis os 0.010 6.5 eit 6 ose esis. \46 4p ieee 357,141 SO1, L071 
6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) .. 10,399,753 10,710,632 
7. Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings ....... 5,692,728 5,878,130 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations cosco 2,225,092 2,950,827 
Ge. Plece: FOOUE! ec wie sie'o 0:6 e's aisie' © Hedin ois'p oie mle! ¢ niece iniel se eit Pei goa 2,850,962 
TO... Smal lwares <6 sis 6 Siscpis in, 0.0.< 0 dip ous cus wueie oie a.6 be one eaies 9 ete Um ene ORI Cn oe 
ll. Food and, kindred: products) <..:\s/. ee swe eas ssle sale aietg ieee oie 3,604 ,508 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) ... 1,623,103 1,889,354 
13. Home furnishings s ssejs wsisies sive s va selec cee we seine Ve padeute sername 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies ... 622,431 933 ,647 
Ih. Hardware and kitchen ‘utensils Vie.cussice suse se | QORnen do 1,909,992 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ....0c0 527,980 554 5258 
17. Shoes, and: other Logtwoar «as: has ane wigs ela weleb ee CO ee 3,148,298 
18. Stationery, books and magazines ..ccccoeccccccece 1,783 ,825 2,048,191 
19.411 other departments.,,,tOtal. ses <.d/om-sca om oo bee One, 83502 3212 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 10 per cent higher in December, 1946 
ared with December, 1944 and averaged 13 per cent greater in 1945 than in the 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
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Fusypoary REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JANUARY , ooh 


Department store sales in Canada increased 12 per cent in January, 1946 over 
Is muary, 1945, while declining 51 per cent. from the peak volume month of December, 

45. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935 - 1939 = 100) stood at 136.9 for January, 
on .122.5 for January, 1945 and 279.6 for December, 1945. 
lla 
f _ The index with adjustment for Peep badee in number of business days and for 
iormal seasonal movements advanced from 174.4 in December, 1945 to 182.3 in the month 
inder review. 
! 
é 
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_ INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, 1935-1939=100 


945 1945 
2s ‘January November HoGeMOEe... January 
Unadjusted Indexes 122.5 258.4 279.6 136.9 
Adjusted Indexes dope 22200 174 64 182.3 


2 A fractional decline occurred in the Maritime Provinces, and department 
fore located in the Prairie Provinces were restricted to a 6 per cent gain over 
January a year ago. Elsewhere the gains exceeded the average increase for Canada, 
Imounting to 15 per cent in both Quebec and Ontario and to 18 per cent in British 


/Olumbia. 


There were wide variations in the trends for individual departments as re-— 
realed in the departmental sales totals compiled from reports submitted by 19 depart- 
mental firms for January. Marked gains in sales continued to be experienced in 
arable household goods departments, the large percentage increases reflecting in 

art at least the relatively low supply situation which existed in January, 1945. 
ae women's outerwear garments showed a 12 per cent sales increase, declines 
fere apparent in other types of ladies' wear and the resulting sales gain for the 
adies' apparel group as 4 whole between January of the two years amounted to only 

, per cent. Sales of the men's wear and the footwear departments, on the other 


rand , recorded much higher increases of 12 per cent in each case. 


oe DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
FS hE Reade Nee iaedantnitactshe deems meses 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 19 per cent higher in January, 1946 
‘ompared with January, 1940. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


January, 1945 and January, 1946 
(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms {Including mail order houses) 


1 a 


January, 
1945 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ....ccccvscevvecees Copl0dgllo 


Women's dresses, coats and SUITS ..ccevesevvcoee 
Girls and infants' wear sete e eee seceerocecroens 
Hosiery” and GlOves se sssgse se os se Cee CeCe Ce OU UN 
Lingerie and aa si See eee TOC TS 8 0086s 56s OEIEE 
MULT Bree ry vas deca ehete so bible: Sista le elie scale wietartca a «alone diane tare 
Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) .. 
Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ....+0. 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ..... 
BLOGCE FOODS. iso's sce sv ae ste wrevecclas ea amraine silane ames one 
SA) UNA POR: 6 atsreleteinst aieiaie.cics.9 suscdle conte es ee 
Wood and Jeindred proauot ale acs sess ceicleue eae ot 
Furniture (including mattresses and springs) ... 
GMO mn eb ee os ca clsarere ais on tomate ene. 
Household appliances and electrical Supplies ... 
Hardware and kitchen utensils oc nasa so ses clneecas 
Radios, musical imeteumente and supplies .assuss 
Shoes and other footwear ogi enlace “elutare’ siete aie esalile ata t 


Stationery, books and TAPE ZANOS ‘opis altla ss e'stous aeons 


All other departments, total 


e@eeereeeoeoeeoeneeeeeces 


2,383 ,794 
696 ,787 
861,040 
978,764 
189,947 

5,110,332 

2,132,003 
803 ,836 

2,308,960 
907 ,774 

2,328,518 

1,423 ,639 

1,434 ,776 
403 ,164 
730,746 
202 ,053 

1,302 ,693 
459,537 


2,905,144 


January, 


~~ 1.946 


24,786 ,331 


2,668,857 
653,300 
759,796 
953,749 
200,407 
5,236 ,109 
2,383 ,229 
860,466 
2,301,292 
995 ,949 
2,542,118 
1,850,011 
1,651,262 
. 657,368 
1,006 ,252 
355,983 
1,452,740 
553 ,353 


2,940,199 
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‘ PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, FEBRUARY, 1946 

Bee Dollar volume of sales in Canadian department stores was 19 per cent higher 
in February of this year compared with last and recorded 21 18 per cent gain over the 
preceding month of January. The combined results for the first two months of the year 
showed sales 16 per cent higher at the end of February, 1946 than in the first two 
months of 1945. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935 - 1939 = 100) stood at 162.1 for 
February, 1946, 136.2 for February, 1945 and 137.0 for January, 1946. 

| es ‘ ; 


a The adjusted. index of sales, which takes into accaunt differences in number 
Of business days and seasonal variations, moved briskly upward, standing at 215.5 in 
February, 1946 as compared with 182.4 in January of this year. 


a. | 

INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, 1955-1939=100 

ici .  .. 1946 ~~ «1945 yh LEG 

, - ; - February December January February 
Unadjusted Indexes 156.2 279.6 187.0 162.1 

Adjusted Indexes 181.0 174.04 182.4 215.5 

&, a % Tig 
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: A gain of 28 per cent in the Maritime Provinces in February was outstanding 
and represented a sharp reversal from the January trend which showed a fractional 
decline in sales below Januarv, 1945. Sales in that area were 14 per cent higher in 
the first two months of this year over last. Substantial increases occurred also in 
other sections of the country, although the more pronounced gains took place in eastern 
Canada. Other regional results for February, with cumulative results for January and 
February in brackets, were as follows: Quebec, 19 per cent (17 per cent); Ontario, 22 
‘per cent (19 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 15 per cent (11 per cent) and British 
Columbia, 13 per cent (15 per cent). 

r Total sales of 17 firms which provided information for various departments 
were 19 per cent higher in February of this year over last. Increases for departments 
Specializing in the sale of radios and musical instruments and those handling household 
‘appliances were even more extensive than those recorded in recent months and amounted 
to 138 and 101 per cent respectively in the month under review. Increases in other 
durable goods departments were of sizable proportions, approximating the gains which 
they have experienced in late months. Trading in men's apparel was particularly active 

February and a 27 per cent advance was recorded over February &@ year ago. 


+ DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
DEPARTMENT STORE. SALES /.—— 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 16 per cent higher in February, 1946 


RE ro 


compared with February, 1945 and were up 18 per cent in the first two months of this 


oy 


ar over the same period of 1945. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY. SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 
eeertnrne ence notte abot Gane A CTI LEIA EEE OEE LL IE Oe a ' 


February, 1945 and February, 1946 


(Based on dollar sales o 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ccocavccoeeeeceoees 
Women's dresses, coats and SUItS coccsccccroes 
Girls’ and infants! wear cececccscccccveeccecon 
Hosiery and gloves cocccccecccrsesescccecescae 
Lingerie and corsets ccoccccccecceccvecovececs 
Millinery cscccccccccncccenscccucsesesscccsece 
Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5). 
Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings .-cce 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations .oo 
PLECE ZOOdS seresvccvscnescsscccvnescscecunase 
Smallwares sas acateeunicesavesvevescess weetieee 
Food and kindred ‘products? s.7.. eee. kes ee ce ceee 
Furniture (including mattresses and springs)... 
Home’ furnishinge ys ous. uses Wecee dew e ew meee 
Household appliances and electrical supplies . 
Hardware and kitchen utensils os.isssscseas ces 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 
Shows and ‘other footwear sk vee see 2 os eee 
Stationery, books and magazines .....ceccecece 


All other departments, total 


Seseeooeve ee e000 02980 


rms including ma 


February, 
1945 


2% 652,732 


2,625,725 
917,900 
929,046 

1,158,201 
229,424 

5,860,296 

2,225,510 
810,359 

2,642 ,953 
954 ,004 

2,363,143 

1,677,417 

1,959,775 
438 ,602 
972,580 
210,472 

1,442,135 
474 ,883 


2 5620 ,603 


order houses) 


February, 
1946 


29,455 ,4356 


3,023,539 
974 ,994 
1,099 ,541 
1,536 ,351 
244 ,628 
6,678,855 
2,820,294 
888,992 
2,814,111 
1,059, 956 
2 ,488 ,649 
2,191,874 
2,072,768 
882 ,898 
1,292 ,373 
500 ,236 
1,629,369 
600 ,838 


3,212,225 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, MARCH, 1946 


mA 


meme, 


Bids Department store sales in Canada gained 11 per cent in March of this year 
over March, 1945 and were 37 per cent greater than in the preceding month of February. 
The increase between March of the two years, although somewhat below the gain of 14 

| per cent in the first quarter of 1946 compared with the similar period a year ago, 
must be regarded as outstanding. Sales had attained a very high level in March, 1945, 
under the favourable effects of unusually warm weather and of the concentration of 
customary Easter purchasing in that month. Weather conditions were almost equally 
Pavourable in March this year, but the seasonal Raster trade was a negligible factor 
fing to the late date of the holiday. ‘Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935 -1939 = 
10) stood at 222.3 for March, 1946, 200.5 for March, 1945 and 162.2 for February, 


CBS 


io.is After adjustments for differences in number of business days, for the vary= 
ing sales importance of different days of the business week, for normal seasonal 
fluctuations in trade and for the effect of the shifting date of Baster, the index 
rose sharply to 258.9 in March, 1946, far above the previous high point in the adjus- 
ted ‘series, 222.4, reached in levemter, 1945. The adjusted index for March was 20 per 
cent greater than the index for the same month of 1945, which stood at 215.$. The 

Bi uch higher March increase for the adjusted than for the unadjusted series is attri- 
bY able ee to the varying effect of the Easter factor in the two years. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, 1935-1939=100 
aoe ee ee eee ies oder incite taste Dassen ise Ph lok Som ca aster aie 


cy 1945 1946 
c March January ~ February March 
—< . 
, Unadjusted Indexes 200.5 137.0 162.2 222.3 
ae Adjusted Indexes 218.9 182.4 215.6 258.9 * 
Sales increases in corresponding months of this year over last have main-= 


ined a more consistent trend in Quebec than elsewhere in Canada. March sales ine 
creased 17 per’ cent, a gain which is identical with that recorded in the quarterly 
comparison. Increases in Quebec, both for the month under review and also for the 
quarter , are greater than those recorded in other provinces. In the Maritime Prove 

~ ,»-sales were up only 6 per cent in March following a very substantial increase 

y 28 per cent in that area during February> Cumulative results showed sales 10 per 
sent higher in the first three months of this year over ‘last in that region. Trends 

n other parts of the country deviated little from the average results for the coune 
try as a whole. Gains in March, with quarterly increases in brackets, were as follows; 
Ontario, 9 per cent (15 per cent); Prairie Provinces, 15 per cent (12 per cent) and 


British Columbia, 10 per cent (15 per cent). 


Seventeen firms reported sales on a departmental basis and their total vol- 


ume was 11 per cent higher in March this year compared with last. Durable goods de- 
partments continued the wide expansion which has characterized results for recent 
Ben... Miepsases in March for these departments , led by radio and electrical with a 


 - Price - .10 cents 


« Zin 
143 per cent increase and household appliances with a 97 per cent advance, were some- 
what similar to those which had been recorded in the February comparisons. Notwith 
standing the fact that Easter occurred in March of 1945 and well on in April this 
year, apparel departments were able to show slight increases over the substantial 
volume of sales which they had obtained in March a year ago. Drugs, piece goods and ~ 
smallwares departments had small sales gains over March, 1945, while food departments | 
did 2 per cent less business than in that month. - 7 


‘ 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 9 per cent higher in March, 1946 
compared with March, 1945 and were up 14 per cent in the first three months of this | 
year over the same period of 1945. Vr 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


Gig 
si 


March, 1945 and March, 1946 yer, 
(Based on dollar sales of 17 firms including mail order houses) alg 


% Change 


March, 


March, 
1945 1946 1946 /1 945 
TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS ..-ecccccvcceee 36,779,876 seen +11.0 
l. Women's dresses, coats and suits ....... eceees §,077,791 5,300,390 + 4.4 
ae Girls* and infants! wear ...c.e.<sade es sctieea Meer aoe 1,911,520 ~ t's3 
3. Hosiery and gloves winccocedecvccvscsvectadsan | han .0Ga ni 4Gelane (a) 
4. Lingerie ONC COFSEES. «ccaievee seen 6c hese eee eee ee 1,600 ,204 + 8.79 
Os. Millinery. gece 4as csis cin snascicicrs oes 6c «0 nn eed 558,717 “12.9. 
6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5). 10,561,057 10,803,343 +°2.5 0 
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ..... 4, 3004 4,562 ,264 * 506 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 934 ,331 996 ,087 + 6.6 
ane aoe ZQOGS ence cccceveseccestcsccecssestuggaaima glla,.000N a cUennee + 0.9 
« GUALLWAFeS “ocwssvecececccgcscsbensenvccs Usaumeumel shel 44G i ch aeale + 5.5 
ll. Food and kindred products ....ccecccccscccccece 2,845,762 2,781,916 - 262 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 2,103,197 2,772,955 +31.8 
a: Home furnishings ree ceceeecececesecescccseeese 25432,112 2,890,499 +18.8 
« Household appliances and electrical supplies . 544,090 1,072,738 +97.2 
15. Hardware and kitchen utensils .....ceesececeee 1,547,005 2,096,880 435.5 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies oe. 230,178. 558,077 +142.5 
17. Shoes and other footwear ...cccccccceccccccece 2,772,033 2 875,985 * co 
18, Stationery, books and magazines .....ececocees 519,526 "608 ,974 +17.2 
19. All other departments, total ..rcccccccccccece f 4,309,851 | 


(a) Change of less than 0.1 per cent. 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, APRIL, 1946 

rR 
The dollar sales of Canadian department stores in April increased 30 per 
cent over April, 1945. Concentration of Easter purchasing in April of this year and 
in March of last year accounts for a certain portion of the increase between April 
of the two years. April, 1946 business was not able to attain the high level of 
March sales, declining 4 per cent from the preceding month’s volume, The cumulative 
increase in sales for the first four months of this year over last amounted to 18 
per cent. In comparison with 1945 sales volume, indications are that there is a 
current widening in the extent of expansion. An increase of 12 per cent in January 
and one of 19 per cent in February combined to produce a 16 per cent gain in the 
first two months of this year over last. The cumulative resuits for the first 
quarter of the year were affected by the variable date of Easter, to the extent 
that a 14 per cent increase between the first quarters of 1945 and 1946 could not be 
considered as a reliable reflection of the relative levels of trading in the two 
years. With the Easter factor accounted for in both years at the end of April, the 
18 per cent increase emphasizes the broadening sales expansion currently taking 
place. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 213.4 for April, 
1946, 164.8 for April, 1945 and 222.2 for March, 1946. 


Lj 


. The adjusted sales index for April stood at 207.5, having fallen sharply 
from the outstanding mark recorded in Merch when the index rose to 258.7, thirty-six 
points higher than the previous record peak. 


‘ 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, 1935-1939=100 


1045. ~ Gycni 1 Othe tek a 
Unadjusted Indexes 164.8 162.2 222028 213.4 
Adjusted Indexes L7h.7 215.6 258 a7 20705 

\ Increases in April sales were widespread and, apart from a comparatively 


moderate gain of 13 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, showed marked upward move-=- 
ments elsewhere. Quebec, Ontario and the Prairie Provinces reported increases of 

31 per cent, 34 per cent, and 30 per cent respectively, gains which exceeded that 
for the country as a whole, while British Columbia had a slightly lower increase of 
24 per cent. Comparisons for the first four months of this year over last on a re- 
gional basis reveal that Quebec and Ontario department stores led other regions with 
gains of 21 and 20 per cent respectively. The Prairie Provinces and British Columbia 
are grouped with identical gains of 16 per cent in the same comparison, while the in- 
crease in the Maritime Provinces for the first four months of this year over last 


amounted to 11 per cent. 


Nineteen firms reported sales on a departmental basis for April and the 
aggregate business done by these companies was 28 per cent higher than in April a 
year ago. Household appliances departments and those handling radios and musical 
instruments extended their gains in the month under review and sales volume was al- 
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most two and one-half times greater than in April, 1945. 
durable goods departments were consistent with those which have been experienced in 
Women's apparel, which in recent months has lagged behind the aver 
age increase in business for all departments, recorded a gain of 28 per cent in : 
A 47 per cent increase in millinery sales featured the results for individual! 
commodity groupings in the ladies' wear departments, while an active demand for 
dresses and coats is reflected in a gain of 31 per cent in April. 
ments handled 46 per cent more business in April this year than last and a 27 per cent 
increase for smallwares was more prominent than gains which that department has re- 


earlier months. 


April. 


iia Cet 


corded in a considerable period of time. 


compared with April, 1945 and were up 21 per c¢ 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 37 per cent higher in April, 1946 
ent in the first four months of this © 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


year over the same period of 1945. 


Sales increases for other. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


(Based on dollar sales of 19 firms including mail order houses ) 


April, 1945 and April, 1946 


TOTAL SAIES, ALL DEPARTMENTS 


Women's dresses, coats and suits osoce 


Girls' and infants! wear .ooccoces 


Hosvery ‘and ‘gloves “0.30.5. 01 
Lingerie and corsets ...co0¢ 
MEEAGeTY "sss Settee ees 


oo0O @ 


ecaoeooo og 0 
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Women's and children's apparel = (Total, 1-5). 


Men's 
Drugs 
Piece 
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and boys' clothing and PUrnishines tise « 
and toilet articles and preparations .. 
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Smallwares , 
Food and kindred products 
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Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 


Home furnishings . 


Shoes and other footwear ... 
Stationery, books and magazines 
All other departments; total 


088 0 ¢ 
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Household appliances and electrical supplies ,. 
Hardware and kitchen utensils ... 


Radios, musical instruments and Supplies: |. 7F. 
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April, 
1945 


> 30834 573 


3,768,567 
1,269,535 
1,274,196 
1,171,186 

467 ,093 
7,950,577 
3,280,521 

856 ,244 
2,486 ,172 
1,019,905 
2,609,517 
2,096 ,228 
2,321,668 

433 ,938 
1,603 ,421 

186 ,521 
2,319,860 

419,827 
3,250,174 


April, 
1946 


3 
39,523 ,286 


4,924 ,209 
1,620,500 
1,490,681 
1,459,108 
685,560 
10,180,058 
4,185,428 
973 ,484 
2,697 ,688 
1,291,212 
2,966 ,648 
2,948,291 
2,851,041 
1,084 ,245 
2,055,039 
456 ,374 
2,823 ,226 
614,393 
4,396,159 


Stationery depart. 


% Change, 


1946/1945 


#282 


+30.7 
+276 
+170 
+24 6 
*46.8 
+28.0 
+276 
$1507 

* 8.5 
+266 
+13.7 
+406 
$22.0 om 
#14909 
+2802 
+144.7 | 
21.7 
+4623 
#3505 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, MAY, 1946 
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Department stores continued to extend the already broad margin of increase 
“reported in the first four months of this year over last, when sales advanced 28 per 
cent in May over those for the same month of 1945. The May increase is much higher 
than the average gain of 18 per cent which occurred in the first four months of the 
year. The cumulative increase for the January~-to-May period stands at 20 per cent. 
There was a 2 per cent reduction in business between April and May of 1946. Unad- 
justed indexes (on the base 1935-1939=100) stood at 208.7 for May, 1946, 162.8 for 
Way, 1945 and 213.2 for April, 1946. The adjusted index of sales was 201.6 in May, 
Slightly lower than the index of 207.3 recorded in the preceding month of April. 


ee 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, 1985=-19359=100 


1945 1946 : 
May March April May 
- -Ynadjusted Indexes 162.8 222.2 15 2 208.7 
“Adjusted Indexes US foo 258.7 207.3 201.6 


All sections of the country recorded pronounced improvement in May of, this 
year over last, and in all cases the May increases were considerably in excess of 

he gains which occurred in cumulative results for the first four months of this | 
year. Identical gains of 31 per cent for Ontario and Quebec were followed by an in- 
crease of 28 per cent in the Prairie Provinces, and by gains of 25 per.cent in 
British Columbia and 22 per cent in the Maritime Provinces. During the first five 
months of the year the average increases for all provinces from Quebec to British 
Columbia were within the comparatively narrow range of 17 to 23 per cent. The Mari- 
time Provinces experienced a somewhat lower margin of increase which amounted to 14 
per cent in the five-month period. 

An analysis of the May, 1945 and 1946 figures by departments illustrates 
the continuing wide expansion in sales of radios and of household appliances. Hard-= 
ware sales in department stores increased 52 per cent in May, a gain which is some= 
what larger than those made by this department in earlier months of the year. Sales 
of furniture and of home furnishings also showed increases which exceeded the aver- 


age gain for all departments. 


7 An error in the April sales summary by departments has necessitated a re= 
vision to the amounts reported in last month's bulletin under Items 14 and 15. Ree 
vised figures are given on the second page of this report. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
Sales of Ottawa department stores were 27 per cent higher in May, 1946 come= 


pared with May, 1945 and were up 22 per cent in the first five months of this year 
over the same period of 1945. 
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May, 1945 and May, 1946 
(Based on-dollar sales of 18 firms including mail order houses) 
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TOTAL, SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS 2... 


@oe¢e200 0866 @ 


oeoee8 80 @ 


1, Women's dresses, coats and suits .... 


wo 


» Giris and infants:” wear cicscceeoecnneencueu: 


GTA Hosiery and gloves @aeceeeeoeeoeseoeeeveceeooeeeoeoeso08 


4. Gingerie and corsets... cice nse stueme 
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Ie Millinery coe eeoeonwme oe eee & @ 


Sah sj cele ej'sy oh: «ih ar ale secant sand 
6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5). 
7. Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ..... 
So Drugs and toilet articles and preparations oo. 
Je .Piece- goods: o.. 
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e Food and kindred products i.2.4.<. 
1é. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 
io. Home furnishings . 
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4. Household appliances and electrical supplies . 


15. Hardware and kitchen utensils 
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Radios, musical instruments and SVUppu ee: 4a cece 
17. Shoes and other footwear 91615) O1 oa Sh ehejonenepevauen cltashanened 


Stationery, books and magazines 
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All other departments, total= 


0°02 ¢840FG G2 Oe 8B 000 
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DEPARTKENT STORE SALES IN CANADA BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS (APRIL, 


(Revised) 


14, Household appliances and electrical supplies 


15. Hardware and kitchen utensils 
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May, 
1945 


ie see E & 


29,468,212 8° 


3,548,388 
1,166,961 
1,133,880 
1,209,174 


582 ,688 


7,441,091 


2,975,142 
869,170 
2,387,953 
995 ,000 
2,573,653 
2,066 ,556 
2,276 ,405 
528 ,396 
1,389,834 
170,419 
2,260,345 
418,858 


3,115,390 


April, 
1946 


WwW 


533,938 
1,503 ,421 


—— 


% Change, 
1946/1945 


Ma Y > 
1946 


87,727,815 +28.0 
4), DOOs Park 
1,314 ,303 +1236 
1,294,214 


1,442 ,531 +19, 3/9 


448,755  +17.5 9m 
8,999,934  +20.9 
3,597,207 +20.9 

942,757 + 8.5 
2,840,024 +18.9 


1,255,248 +241 


2,838,572 410.5 | 
2,763,248 435.7 
3,063,230 +34.6_ 
1,103,148 +108.8 
2 tle bal +5204 
528,969 +210.4 


2,700,085  +19.5 
518,120 s2akee 


4,479,322 +43.8 


1945 AND AFRIL, 1946) 


April, 9% Ghanges 
1946 1946/1945 
a 
1,084,245 +103.1 
2,055,039 +36.7 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JUNE, 1946 

June sales of department stores in Canada declined 8 per cent below the 
immedietely preceding month of May end were 13 per cent higher than in June a year 
ago. The 13 per cent gain over June, 1945 is considerably lower than the increases 
‘recorded in earlier months of the year, a result which may be attributed in part to 
the occurrence of one more business day in June of last year than in June, 1946. 
Total department store sales for the first six months of the current year stand 19 
per cent abeve the corresponding period of 1946, 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, 1935=-1939=100 
1945 1946 


June Aprii May June 
Unadjusted Indexes 169.1 213.8 208.8 191.8 
Adjusted Indexes 160.6 207 .4 201.7 189.4 


Figures on a regional basis show that lower percentage gains in sales were 
general across the country. June sales in the Maritime Provinces were only 4 per 
“cent higher than in June a year ago compared with an increase of 12 per cent for the 
year to date. Jume increases for Quebec, Ontario and the Prairie Provinces ranged 
within the narrow limits of 14 to 16 per cent while sales in the same regions for 


“corresponding period of 1945. Sales in British Columbia were 10 per cent higer in 
June of this year than last. 


An analysis of department store sales by departments for 18 firms Bub= 
mitting such figures shows lower gains in all categories for which separate figures 
Are compiled. Sales of women's and children's apparel were 8 per cent higher in 
June of this year than last whereas an increase of 21 per cent was recorded in the 
May comparison. Corresponding increases for men's and boys' clothing and furnishe 
ings were 7 per cent for June and 21 per cent for Mayo Durable goods departments 
continue to record major gains but even here the margin of increase over 1945 was 


lower in June than in May. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


Sales of Ottawa department stores were 12 per cent higher in June, 1946 
compared with June, 1945. Over the first half of the year, sales were up 20 per 


cent compared with the same period a year agoe 
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» Men's and boys! clothing and furnishings ..... 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


June, 1945 and June, 1946 


(Based on dollar sales of 18 firms including mail order houses) 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .ccccscccevcsese SUgo O,l1ld 
>» Women's dresses, coats and suits cocececceecce F9/08,000 3 
» Girls' and infants! “wear 4. <.csscscesoowasvese so G ore 
» Hosiery and gloves ceccccccccrceescccvocsscsen . 1,095,978 


Lingerie and corsets c.g aww sie aimisle nes wicca sent eo One 


Millinery oo0oeoo0 000060000 - Vet sono 


eooooogooeov0gg006G 5 8080980 6 OO 


» Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5). 7,515,551 


3,370,255 


» Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 910, 5¢2 
FLOCG (POON. cctv sina ale sien ees ee eae Sele ee » Bip kuuse LO 
RL WAP OS: gc.e veisiels swle Shite s Ola wlerets loins eo etaie Sureeuee cep Ue BORIS 
Food and: kindred products.) jovi. eee cvee. ,Aptlia (40 
Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 1,951,293 
POMGe Darwag Anes trate weve’ peel vie ol elas (ereeare Ti tee ope lone 
Household appliances and electrical supplies . 537 ,062 
Hardware and: kitchen -utens 11cm. cdc on. ot eee 1 {385,242 
Radios, musical instruments and SUPPlieGS ..sc 188 ,298 
shoes and other footwear ....c<s4s0esse cde ie 2,516 ,461 
Stationery, books and magazines ..ccccoccceccec 415,123 
All other Toner ee MUG Miata aie ein clathrate esuis ge ete 5,362,266 | 


54,895,314 


4,135,426 
1,117,605 
1,142,133 
1,379,503 

338,519 
8,113,186 
3,601 ,344 

949 ,265 
2,650,543 
1,170,088 
2,553,953 
2,386 ,887 
2,710,660 
1,005 ,630 
1,839,213 

458,757 
2,685 ,134 

516 ,307 


4,254 ,347 


% Change, 
1946 /1945 
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PRELIMINARY, REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, JULY, 1946 

| July sales of department stores in Canada declined 17 per cent below June 
“but were ZU per cent higher than in July, 1945. The 20 per cent increase over July 
& year 4go was about on a par with the average gain of 19 per cent for tue firse 
Seven months of the current year compared.with the corresponding period of 1945. 


> INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, 1945-1939=100 


1949 Pe Ba ‘ 
July hiay June July 
Unadjusted Indexes 155.2 208.8 .-191.6 159.7 
.. Adjusted Indexes 1790 201.7 «4189s 207 1 


+ Figures on 4 regional basis show substantial gains over July a year ago in 
“€ll sections of the country. Quebec came first in point of view of increased sales 
with a gain of £5 per cent followed by a #4 per cent increase in Ontario. Increases 
of 16 per cent were recorded both in the Prairie Provinces and in British Columbia 
while in the Maritimes a lower gain of 14 per cent was recorded. 


‘ An analysis of department store sales by departments for 1& firms report- 
ing shows increases over July a year ago for all categories. The household ap- 
pliances and electrical supplies department and the radio and musical instruments - 
lepartment continue to register marked gains over the low levels which existed 
during 1945. Smallwares were up ce per cent; the furniture department gained 19 

per cent while sales for the women's and children's wear departments averaged 16 per 
tent higher in July of this year than last. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 


a Sales of Ottawa department stores - were <€ per cent higher in July of this 
year than last. Sales averaged £1 per cent higher in the first seven months of the 
current year compared with the corresponding period of 1945. 
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SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


DEPARTVENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY 


July, 1945 and July, 1946 


(Based on 
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1945 
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&,408, 984 _ 


746,063 
"BE , OBE 
960,650 


172,516 


dollav sales of 18 firms including mail order houses ) 
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JULY. 
1946 


$ 


2,871,418 
796,021 
954,246 

1,679,275 


190,758 


Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5). _ 5,070,295 5,874,216 


ents and boys' clothing and furnishings ....- 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 
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Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 
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Household appliances and miata supplies . 
Hardware and kitchen utensilS...siscrcavnsiseinesis 
Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..... 
Shoes and other footwear .... 
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Stationery, books and magazines 
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All other departments , total Coeoeeceeeerseereorneron 
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2,548,665 
825 ,9ES 
1,985 ,55E 
641,787 


6,915,955 


1,745,507 
428,972 
1,097 ,556 
176 ,0Z6 
1,769,651 
060,770 


«969,078 


2,695,965 

911,068 
£,248,506 
1,023,505 
£9415 , 987 
1,936,775 
2,242,551 

874,228 
1,524,642 

440,551 


1,884,688 


447,801 


5,827,815 
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f PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, AUGUST, 1946 
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| Department store sales in Canada made a further sharp advance during August 
‘when an increase of 27 per cent over August, 1945 was recorded. The seasonal rise in 


of 1946 reached 20 per cent compared with the similar period of 1945. 


INDEXES OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, 1935-1939=100 
DOEOMORMRe Oy fn Ae, | LSD 


August " June July Augus t 
Unadjusted Indexes 155.7 191.6 159.5 197.1 
Adjusted Indexes 184.7 18932 206.8 232.0 


Remarkable uniformity is apparent in August results for all five economic 


ae rione for which separate indexes are compiled. Increases in August this year 


ver last ranged from 24 per cent in the Maritime Provinces to a high of 28 per cent 
nm Ontario and in the Prairie Provinces. Cumulative increases for the first eight 
‘months of the current year were highest in Quebec and Ontario. Gains of 22 per 

ent in each of these two provinces were followed by increases of 19 per cent in the 
Prairie Provinces, 17 per cent in British Columbia and 14 per cent in the Maritime 
ovinces. 


h! Sales of the 18 firms which reported sales by departments gained 24 per 

cent in August this year over last. Increases were substantial for all SO ee 

roupings measured in this analysis. The lowest of these increases amounted to 9 

r cent (in food and in footwear departments) but the outstanding factor in the high 
ales obtained by department stores arises from the pronounced increases in sales of 

durable household goods. Detailed results on a departmental basis appear on Page 2 

of this report. 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN OTTAWA 
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Sales of Ottawa department stores were 26 per cent higher in August of this 
:.; than last. Sales averaged 21 per cent higher in the first eight months of the 


f 


rrent year compared with the corresponding period of 1945. 


Price 10 cents 


Chg 


DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


August, 1945 and August, 1946 


(Based on dollar sales of {8 firms including mail order houses) 
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1. Women's dresses, coats and SULts cecoscececeoe 3,145,452 
9. Girlet and infancs' WeEAr o> cies os oct es os bees, lye CO eeeO 
3. Hosiery and gloves ..cecesccosscvccvevsecsssecs 966 ,237 
4. Lingerie and corsets ..cccccoccccscssencesecoe 1,085,156 
Sy MEd hine ry vepsre aw ervey oss 5 65 olny wee a elernee FS SEU gOUG 
6. Women's and children's apparel = (Total, 1-5). 6,894,231 
7, Men's and boys! clothing end furnishings .o..0. 2,955,096 
8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ..o. 818 ,637 
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LOS SSmallVands s62. cow dawinnds wcet ad sieteiia BP Serdlestdesys 980 ,416 
like Food and kindred «prodticts<:s'. test ds F ctrenere ine bye peek 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 1,962,300. 
Loe Home clirnil shin gs + oawhe'es owedinae ages gpa cctadates at peor om 
14.)Household appliances.and-electrical supplies... -...669,595 
15. Hardware and'kitchen, utensils «esccossceccecce.1sl1l16,568 
16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ..coc. 205 ,452 
Lv. Gnoes and other footwear... acomsicesncy a nt cele Cal ee SOU 
18. Stationery, books and magazines sescbeoscoccee 489 ,687 
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TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS o-ccceesesceno000 28,143,169 34,944,821 


3 , 849,926 
1,559 ,554 


1,238,259 


368,034 
8,352,605 
3,630,728 

899 ,687 
2,854,229 
1,215,108 
2,611,123 
2,639,536 
2,655,227 
1,114,457 
1,556 ,216 

606 ,480 
2,218,640 
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3,989,146 
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( PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, OCTOBER, 1946 


TH CITI, 


Dollar volume of sales in Canadian department stores in October, 1946 ine 
cluding the mail order business of departmental firms, recorded a 15 per cent gain 
compared with sales in October, 1945. The sales increase in October over September 
amounted to 7 per cent. Cumulative sales for the first ten months of 1946 stand 19 
per cent above those for the corres ponding period of last year. 


7 
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INDEXES OF TWEE COLLAR VALUE OF DEFARTMENT STORE ‘SAIES IN CANADA, 1935-1939=100 


we ee ee 


1945 1946 
| October August September October 
-- Unadjusted Indexes 220.9 yee 239.2 254.7 
a 
“Adjusted Indexes 189.38 202 0k 244.6 218.2 


. There were wide variations in the extent of the increases recorded by 
different departments of department stores. Increases amounted to 211 per cent 
‘for radio and musical instrument departments and 56 per cent for household appli- 
ances departments, these two showing by far the largest gains recorded in the de- 
partmental analysis of sales. Other departments which recorded sizable increases 
were home furnishings, hardware, furniture and smallwares departments, whose gains 
ranged between 20 and 28 per cent in October of this year over last. The sales 
increases for apparel departments have fluctuated considerably in recent months. 
Gains for these departments in October were among the more moderate obtained, 
amounting to 9 per cent in the case of footwear and for women's and children's 
apparel, while a 5 per cent increase in sales of men's wear was reported. 

a British Columbia, with a gain of 19 per cent, had the largest among the 
onal increases for October. Quebec and the Prairie Provinces followed closely 
with increases of 17 per cent in each case, while Ontario sales were up 14 per 

ent above October of last year. Sales were slightly higher in the Maritime Prov- 
inces where a gain of 6 per cent occurred for the month under review. Following 
are the average increases for the first ten months of this year over last by 
regions: Maritime Provinces, 13 per cent; Quebec, 22 per cent; Ontario, 20 per 
cent; Prairie Provinces 19 per cent and British Columbia, 17 per cent. 
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DEPARTVENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SRLECTED. DEPARTMENTS 


October, 1945 and October, 1546 
(Rased on dollar sales of 17 firms including mail order houses) 


aia 


rad 
vs Change ; 
1946/1945 


October, October, ~ 
1945 1946 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS coccceccscescccs 40,089,672 46,554,560 
1. Women's dresses, coats and suits ccssocrsescov 0,064,707 5,82) 294 
2. Girls’ and infants! wear o6ocs«ctses seeu tee ewe MCm Cue By 90 VET 
$. Hosiery, and cloves iicsss. cs swan snes 08 dacs meee MOC wae e 1,986 ,084 
4, Lingerie and corsets Ct dae 1,599,683 1 5614 (218. 
Se Mil PANO PYy a nie wo nim 6 Fev ls) 6:8 9.65 ane, 4916 tous Oo ee og Baan eee 604 ,443 620,313 
6. Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5). 11,450,527 12,433,956 


7. Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings 4 wes a) JD UG goes 6, COS 371 


oe he 


8. Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 1,000,517 1,044 ,323 
Sis, SPine Oe POO airy ahermtee we iatatelaty abe eB old's 6 6d bly, Kiavaye orale Ge.) TOG Oe 3,516,841] 
10 ee Simbel wer es sce cetecgcate nsx ere etans ewes ws hs: BSE 1,426,871 ly, 708: 4a7 
ll. Food and kindred products econ 2,712,644 Bg MOTag 8.005 
12. Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 2,346,074 2 5845 ,805 
LO see | PUPS RING 8 5 aie, 6-0-0 wo 15 jo enone odio oe aagaow ew oErara at we oe RIT tg eee fe 
14. Household appliances and electrical supplies . 845 ,862 1,321 ,805 
15, Hardware and kitchen utensils ae ee 1,284 ,333 EL, Seh,ere 


16. Radios, musical instruments and supplies ...ec 204 ,0381 790 ,474 


tie gnoes, and Other fodtwearislce, wile de ease sas deren oa eee 3,586,785 


18. Stationery, books and magazines .....ceccccoes 664 ,447 740 ,405 


. 


a7< All other departments, total: <4 5 ass «cea « ease awit LAR eOES 5,022,666 
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/ PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, NOVEMBER, 1946 
- ‘Sales in department stores throughout Canada increased 18 per cent in Novem- 
ver this year compared with last and recorded a gain of 20 per cent over the immedi- 
‘ately preceding month of October. Sales in November this year, in fact, surpassed by 
9 per cent the volume of business done in December, 1945, the previous all-time peak 
month. These results cover not only store sales, but also the mail order business 
transacted by departmental firms. Unadjusted indexes (on the base, 1935-1939=100) 
stood at 304.35 for November, 1946, 258.3 for November, 1945, 254.7 for October, 1946 
and 279.5 for December, 1945. 


--—s The adjusted index of sales rose sharply to 261.0 in November from 218.5 in 
October and compares with an average index of 219.9 in the adjusted series for the 
first eleven months of 1946. The seasonal adjustment factors used are based on the 
‘seasonal pattern of sales which prevailed in pre-war years. This November peak is an 
accented repetition of a condition which has existed since early in the war when mer- 
‘chandise shortages influenced Christmas shoppers to do a greater part of their gift 
“purchasing in November than had formerly been the custom. Although a broader selec~ 
tion of gift merchandise appeared this year, shoppers were apparently unwilling to 
risk the chance of disappointment in view of the prevailing high level of consumer de- 


mand and purchasing power. 


. The table which formerly appeared in this summary, quoting indexes for Canada, 
‘has been replaced this month by one showing the regional results for November and for 
the January-to-November period. The sales increases for the various regions in No- 
vember corresponded fairly closely with the average trend for the year in all cases 
but the Prairie Provinces, where the November gain was somewhat smaller. 


Department Store Sales Increases By Regions 


Maritime Prairie British . 

Provinces Quebec Ontario Provinces Columbia 
November, 1946/45 10% 24% 22% 11% 20% 
Jan.-Nov., 1946/45 12% 22% 21% 18% 18% 


A comparison of sales grouped by commodity classification shows that most 
substantial gains were recorded in durable goods departments. Women's and children's 
apparel also accounted for a sizable portion of the dollar increase. Departments 
handling most other types of merchandise showed quite pronounced increases in sales, 
with the exception of drug and stationery departments which were able to exten their 
sales volume by only narrow margins over November, 1945. 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


November, 1945 and porate 1946 


These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be . 


interpreted as total department store sales. 


eee ane 


November , 


1945 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS eoeevooeeoeoeoeeoeeoovaede 47 »240 ,382 


Women's dresses, coats and suits UN, RNAS 66 Se 
Giris' and Infante Ww wear’ ws. see's ecle es ecee cas ot 
HOSAOVY CONG LO VOR is iy sie nie ie Oly sale sleise relates male 
DLN APL G and Corsets! ic. sthisccaieies enna ue eee 
Mk DU WOE iris sty oars atin ecnrsiwieistelela melas ¢t.4e eres te 
Women's and children's apparel - (Total, 1-5) 
Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings ..... 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 
Piece goods H10 9 Oe NeW e069 ay 5 0d 8 OW Caos whee 9 8 
ras LL wet FGA NS isles 4 vais “« Sale aa 6 0 we sit wiki cistere eS ale 
Food and Ski ndneds products. t<«ecies eee 
Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 
HOME TUPATENU Mesos sn ce a's eles Feb slea eee reel 
Household appliances and electrical supplies . 
Hardware and kitchen utensils ...<cececcevccee 
Radios, musical instruments and Supplies wees. 
Shoes and other footwear a ieie!® aiw eWienle wees) vias iare 
Stationery, books and magazines .....scceuccus 


All other departments, total 


eeeeeseeoeoeoceeweensd 


San peng eee eon a ati ey ase ee wate ps eae eh 


5,778 ,484 
2,036 ,543 
1,863 ,363 
1,653,721 


551,789 


11,863 ,900 


5,852,494 
1,507 ,456 
3,165,404 
1,951,961 
3,014,305 
2,313 ,846 
2,851,507 

932 ,399 
1,409,491 

408,159 
3,586 ,085 
1,325,591 


7,057 ,784 


November, 
1946 


55,435,330 


6,679,973 
2,378,599 
2,423,251 
1,907 ,869 


567,723 


13,957,415 


6 ,628 ,692 
1,563,398 


5,428,553 


2,172,682 


3,290,109 
2 ,802 ,358 
3,615,058 
1,437,778 
1,772,577 

948 674 
3,859,878 
1,360,421 


8,597,737 
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va “PRELIMINARY REPORT ON DEPARTMENT STORE SALES, DECEMBER, 1946 
TEP na aan a a i aT i ace ce Sekt aoe 


ee. Department store sales in Ganada were 16 per cent higher in December, 
1946 than in December, 1945 and recorded a gain of 7 per cent over the preceding 
‘month of November, 1946. The margin of 19 per cent by which sales for the year 
1946 exceeded those for 1945 represents an outstanding increase in business and, 


in terms of dollar amount, approximates $100,000,000. 


WA 


4 
T+ 


% Unad justed indexes (on the base 1935-1939 = 100) stood at 325.1 for 
‘December, 1946, 279.5 for December, 1945 and 304.4 for November, 1946. These re- 
“sults are based on the total sales of departmental firms, and include their mail 


order business. 
ei + 
4 In the following table appear the percentare increases in sales for De- 


cenber and the average rains for the year in each region of the country: 


Department Store Seles Increases By Regions 
en a er er ES 


Maritime Prairie British 


Provinces Quebec . Ontario Provinces Columbia 
‘December, 1946/45 14% 18% 18% 14%, 16% 
Jan.-Dec., 1946/45 (13% 21% 20% 17% 18% 
ee, In the departmental analysis of sales which appears on the reverse side 


of this report, increases in December of 1946 over 1945 ° “or selected departments 
of department stores sre given. The pattern of these increasés continued almost 
similar in December to those revealed in the corresponding table for November. 
‘One exception is worthy of comment, however, for it is observed that footwear 
‘sales were up 19 per cent in December, a margin of increase which had not been 
-approached by sales of shoe departments in earlier months of the year 
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DEPARTMENT STORE SALES IN CANADA, BY SELECTED DEPARTMENTS 


December, 1945 and December, 1946 


These figures are derived from a sample of reporting companies and are not to be 
interpreted as total department store sales. 


TOTAL SALES, ALL DEPARTMENTS .... 


Women's dresses, coats and suits .....-. 


eooscoo0o9d 


° Girls? and. infants! WEEP covcvovxrcsrrc evs ree en o0e 


HOSLery And CLOVES oosoccvcnnesuressvvepenseee 


Lingerie and corsets .... 


eFC H8GTF7HHOKRTHOOSHOOBHOKE 


Millinery 


©ee8@O?o0O GG O9HK8GCHCHKHHHKEHSEGCHHT OHH HHH BHHK8EOK8HKEOO 


December 
1945 


eoooeosoegceaeoes eo & 6 Gg 47 ,961 ,053 


4,664,932 
1,649,065 


2,211,586 


1,773,705 


565,971 


Women's end children's apparel = (Total, 1-5). 10,565,257 


Men's and boys’ clothing and furnishings ..... 
Drugs and toilet articles and preparations ... 


eoooeecoeoesevooeoscseovgvnev eos oeo0e 


eel 1 ee OR % ce etete oc ens eee 


eoeooc oe @@ eR GC CHT HK HHOOHT HHS SB 


Food “end kiudrecP products: . sss sss oie ee Geet 


Furniture (including mattresses and springs) . 


Home furnishings eeeerecoeoeoseoooonec one nrnevronv0sesn0e090 


- Household appliances and electrical supplies . 


Herdware and “kitchen. utensils ..>idss<eleaksus 
Radios, musical instruments and SUPPLIES ‘cans 
Shoes and other footwear Steam Blaha teiecie win aoe ce tee ae lace 


Stationery, books and magazines ..ccscsscccocs 


Ail ether departments; total: as sss. oa oe Laelia 


5,770,396 
2 454,337 
2,762,197 
2,324,976 
3,454,139 
1,854,080 
2,687,012 

897,858 
1,505,472 

563,385 
3,096,551 
1,962,940 


8,062 ,453 


1946 


56,065,386 


5,252,435 


1,958,665 


2,718,102 


2,021,829 | 


415,016 


12,546 ,047 


6,545,889 
2,479,999 
2,957 ,484 


2,978,085 


5,619,839 


2,239,685 
3,326,398 
1,453,370 
1,877,067 
1,292,926 
3,690,195 
2,089,574 


9,568,830 
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